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niencies and attractions essential for the relief, and even the
bare accommodation, of the persons whom- its retirement
and succour should invite, or for engaging the attention
and patronage of those who may have such a pldace of re-
fuge to select for those undet their care. But all this re-
sults only from the inexpedient act of having yielded the

‘establishment to lessees as an enterprize of individual pro-

ft. And whes traced to such causes tne actual circume
stances and comparatively’ humble character of the institu-
tion only illustrate what has long been received as indispu-
table, that such an institution is emphatically a concern for
public endowment and guardianship, and should be under a
State’s immediate and active administration. No other su-
pervision can ensure the care and assiduities and solace
which must be theroughly disinterested to be ample and ad-
equate—prompted by a benevolence which is limited by no
fear of pecuniary loss, and: sustained by reseurees commen-
surate with the utmost capaeity of the institution an the
most expanded hberality and Kindness. The viewsi;nd
usages of all civilized society assign this interesting oflice
of humanity in the establishment and conduct of such insti-
tutions as an appropriate function of state.

“Toenable it to discharge thid sovereign duty to society,
the state is now the proprietor of aspacious edifice and ex-
tensive grounds which have cost in all § 159,500—of which
cum the state has contributed $61,000; and the present
worth of which property-is estimated at $125,000. That
a property of such value, and consecrated to so high a so-
cial object should be allowed to decay or be entirely in-
efficient to the stale, cannot be imputed as a purpose of the
Legislature. And yet the present situation "of the esta-
blishment is such that such must be the result if repairs be
not effected, and various provisions be not made for it in
furniture and changes in the internal arrangements of the
building now imperiously required to render it a comforta-
ble atode for inmates of the institution. 1t is also to be re-
membered that an establishment of this description cannat
be supplied ard prepared piece meal so as to attain its pro-
per rauk and to prosper on its own earnings. 1t muit not
inany part, as it does now throughout,present an aspect des-
olate and repulsive—or be as it ia now, in many parts ruin-
ous, bare of furniture and void of every object that can




