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bills which have not met with the favorable considera-
tion of the committee, they have been mainly influenced
by a ueglect of the petitioners to conform with the pro-
visions of the act of assembly, passed at Decemnber ses-
sion, 1529, ch. 202, regulating the mannerin ‘which tes-
timony in such cases shall be taken. The comuittee
would require a compliance with that act not* merely
because it is a law in tull force and operation, and there-
fore entitled to weight and respect, but because they
are decidedly of opinion thatit contains most salutary
provisions, by an observance of which on the part of the
petitioners, the legislature would be enzbled to decide’
with moie correctness and propriety, as that act requires
a petition to be filed in the county court, setting forth
the grounds of complaint and a subpena to be issued tor
the party complained of, and the appearance and answer
of that party, it notonly guards that party against all
secrecy and surprise but it supplies the alleged causes
of complaint, to the disproof of which, testimony can be
directed, and affords an opportunity of presenting the
defence in a wanner best suited to the case. The com-
mittee also eonceive that it 1s highly proper and desir-
able to have the testimony to be used in the investiga-
tion of such subjects taken under a commission as pro-
vided by thataci, inasmuch as the proceedings will be
publie, the witnesses confronted by and ~ubjected to
the cross examination of the opuosing parties,and being
known may be impeached and discredited.  Sloreover
the proceedings being before a tribunal vested by law
with tull power to tule the testimony, will be better se-
cured against the falsehoods and misrepresentations ot
witnesses by adding to the moral obligation to speak the
truth, the penalty of legal paying for false swearing.
In conclusion the committce would recommend to the
senate for the reasous above mentioned to adopt arule to
require compliance with the said act of assembly, and
to adhere to that rule in all cases except such as are not
embraced or provided for by said act, and perhaps in
such as from the violent and biutal conduct of one of
the parties, or other not less urgent circumstance, the
irminediate action of the legislature shall be demanded.
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