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T'o Benjainiu S. Lorrest, Lsqg.
President of the Senate of Marylaud.
Sir,

I beg leave, through you, as the presiding officer
of onebranch of the General Assembly, to offer for its ac-
ceptance, the autograph MS. of a History of Maryland,
from its first settlement, in 1633, to the Restoration, 1
166y, by John Leeds Bozman, deceased.

Amn introduction to a history of Maryland, written by my
departed friend and relative, was published in the year
111. The reasons which induced that publication, with-
out the entire history itself, were assigned by the writer
in his preface, and his design ‘o complete the history at
some future time, was then ‘ntimated. Iiecontinued forseves
yal years with the utmost zeal, to pursue this literary task,
to him a delightful occupation—but the rapid decline of
hiis beaith defeated in part the object of his ardent ambiti-
on. Although his determination had been to bring his his-
tu: 7 down to the revolution, in 1770, Le felt himself adino-
Lisuca to close his task and stopped at the periou of the
Teceveaiiviiy i 1660.

So far, the histery, with numerous corrections and addi-
fious to the introduction, and an appendix of notes and 1il-
lasirations, was accurately written out by himself and pre-

.aced for the press, and would altogether comprise, in
print, aboat twelve hundred pages, ln octavo. Such is a
general description of this work. Tt is derived from the
yritten memorials which then existed in the public arclives
of the state, from contemporary histories and ancient jout-
nals and all other pure sources, to which the anxious inqui-
ries and curious research of the wnter could give him ac-
gcess;'and it comprizes a history of the province during the
most interesting and eventful periods of 1ls progress,
thioughi many difficulties and disasters 10 & prosperous and
1egiar government. Every intelligent and patriotic citi-
zea will delight to_trace therein the ovigin of many of our
civil and political institutions, as well as the causes which
£ist led to the emigraiion of our anceslors hither; and he
may perhaps feela peculiar degree of gratification 1n pos-
sessing this first essay to a regular history of the siate by 3
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