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with our north line is emall, but about one bundred
roods from it, a little more casterly breaks out twelve
springs, which makes a large branch at ouce.” Your
committee believe that 1tmay generally be safely relied
upon, that the construction of an ancient charter, con<
temporary with its existence, or at avery carly period
thereafter, is well calculated to inform thosc who live
at a remote subseguent period of thetrue object and in-
tention of the maker. 5o far as your committce have
been able to ascertain, a uniform opinion has prevailed,
that the first fountain having the greatest relative extent
to the west, sliould be sought for as the place of begins
ning. ‘tThus Governor liden’s comimissioners statey
«\We found the most westerly fountain to be a fountain of
the north fork of the south branch of the Potomac.”
The very first step was to coek for the fountain, having
the greatest relative extent to the west, and upon this
survey a plat was made, on which the north a-< south
branches arc laid down with a meredian running through
the head of cach, and the meredian through the head of
the south branch is upwards of twenty miles more west,
than the meredian through tie Lead of the north branch:
In fact by taking the first fountain of the mnorth fork of
the south branch,as the first fountain of Potomae, to be
within the meaning of the charter, you give to the

iR grantee the greatest cxtent of eminent don:ain, and al-
5 low to his graunt that ceastruction most beneficial to him
3, n as dicecicd in the 22na section. But if you make the
g st fountain of the noerts Lranch, the first fountain of
18 Potomac, you Gininish .2 quantity and extent of the
fﬂ’ ? cininent demain, near hait o million of aeres, contrary
1 to the manifest intention of (l.at section, and injurious to
i (he Baren of Baltimere. Vo avoid all mistakes or miss
Tofy corceptivng in regard (o tie claim of Lord Baltimore,
fi § ti\xs coxn‘rn\issior.»cra i their report inf‘urm(,'d Governor
8 Eden, ¢ At Elae g} g wWe procceded from, we made a
ernail wali ot stons vaund it, and coveied 1t with a large
broal stone en ?v'uic'u we cut the letters *C. L. D. B.”
The iettiads of the nar.e and title of his lordship, were
o cnt on stune in perpotual memory of his claim, and the
£ 1 yunricg of his conitsloneie; a pew county is alsomen-
if Goned, and all tiis did ot even peeive a protest from
::igil'
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