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MeichS.] - OF THE SENATE. |
constructed unless the proprietors have the right to purchase
more than two hundreq acres of land, and they pray the le-
gislature to extend 1o them this privilege.

That some safe place of retreat of sufficient ¢apacity to
gratify the demand, is essential to public convenience, the
minority? of the committee will not attempt to enforce by
argument—it 1s a proposition too clear for illustration. It is
esteemed no less abparent that additional ponds or reservoirs

are wanted, and that the prourictors do not hold laud suita-
ble for their construction ' :

The canal is.nine miles long and is required by the char-
ter to be at least thirty feet wide. To the av rage width there-
fore on either side of the canal cannot exceed 50 or GO yards,
and on this areanot occupied by the bed ofthé\canal, the coun-
ter memorialist admits there are 3 ponds,oye of which is about
8acres. The residumof unoccupied grouind a pears therefore
to the minority of this commitiee algoge 1erivpdequate for the

ons‘ruction of more ponds or placed of r treat, safe for
arks and rafts; some of ‘which are ome:?{ere about ninety
feet in length. If other ponds or reservdirs be not waated,
or if the proprietors possess Jand su icient for the purposes
_ contemplated by the bill herewitly reporied, by what motive
can the proprietors be influenced when they pray te be en-
dowed with the faculty of purchasing )/aud which must be
entirely useless by the terms of the grant, unless they incur.
the great expense of creating pouds which the public exi-
- gencies do not demand.  Lvery principle which ordinarily
‘influences and controls the operations of the human mind
fortifies the conclusion to which the minority of this com-
mittee has arrived—the ntegrity of this reasoning is amply
sustained by the testimony of wituesses examined before the

committee and their concurrent testimony entircly supports
these positions., \

That places of safe retreat are essential on the canal for
public convenience; that the ponds or reccsses, existing are
msuflicient; that there is not lan enough belonging to - the
proprietors for the establishment of necessary ponds; 1f
their largest tracts were of sullici-nt ex(ent, the ponds would
be very inconvenient in their location and from the character
of tive land very expensive w their constiuction. |

It is true that the counter memorialist avers that the pro-
prietors possess all the Jand ““that is row necessary for the
purposes of the canal and the water works which are on



