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accept; and thus the state had no commissioners untif eigh-.
teen hundred and one. In that year, by a resolution of the,
general assembly, the power 10 appoint copmissioners was
given (o the governor and council. The governor and coun-
cil, under the authority given them, appointed Messrs. Du-
vall, M*Dowell and Nelson, commissioners; and a corres-
pondence took place betweci governor Mevcer of Mary-
Jand, and overnor Monroe of Virginia. But neither the
tivst letier of Governor Mercer, nor the reply ol governor
Monroe, can be found There is, however, a letter from:
governor Mevcer. dated June 5thy 1602, to the governor. of
Virginia, in which there is an aclknowledgment cf the ve-
cript of a letter from the governor of Virginia upon the
subject of our southern and western limits, which shows
{hat there was a correspondence undee the resolutions of
¢rghteen hundred and one. By the letter from governor.
Mercer of June 5, 1802, 1t appears that governor Monroe
Lad expressed surprise at being informed of the prewnsi-,
ons of Marviand, and he 18 refevred for the information of
himself and the legislature of Virginia, to the resolutions
of seveatecn hurdred and nincty-five, and to a letter of go-
vernor Stone which was written immediately after the pas-
sare of these vesolutions, as well as 10 the fetter ol gover-.
sor Brooke of Virginia, inreply to him. Erom governov
Mercer’s letter, it appears that the legislature ot Virginia
passed an act o appoint commissioners to meet those ap-
pointed by Mairy land, but limitng their procecdings to a
settlement of the western lines  In this correspondence. go-
vernor Mercer infurms governor Mouroe thut 1o measures
eould be adopted to ascertain the western boundary between
the siates, unul it shonld be Girst determined “*whether the
North or South Branch is the main branch of the river Po-
tomae.”  Maryland had proposed the final adjustment of
our southern and western liaiits, which wewve evidently un-

gettled, bt Virgivia ofters to'gettle the western line alone:
wshe evaded, as she bas endeavoured to do ever since, the
true question and place of the first fountain, the oaly matter
in dispute; while Maryland, bold and confident in the merits
and justice of her claim, went upon her common call - her

hY

| ’;1 chavter.  Butitis plam upon principles of justice and 11ght,

RIS that Virginia could euin no advantlage, even by an attempt to
‘fi . cottle the western line sty unless she demands of us to
4{*4&225 Lbaddon vur charter. By the charter, the western line was
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