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city of Baltimore, in this state, and the city of Washington,
in the District of Columbia, would-be highly beneficial, as
well to this state and its citizens, as to a great portion of the

‘citizens of the United States, by the increased facility of

eommunication it would afford between the eastern and south-
ern portions of the union; and the Baltimore and Ohio Rail
Road Company, have expressed their willingness and desire,
with the concurrence of this legislature, to construct a Rail
Road from some suitable point on that part of the Baltimore
ar.d Ohio Rail Road already coustructed,in a direction to-
ward the city of Washington, as far as the line of this state,
and with the consent and approbation of the Congress of the
United States, (which they have applied for and have good
1eason ‘o expact they will obtain,) continue the same to the
city of Washington, so as to effect a complete cominunica-
tion between the two cities by rail ways. And the said com-
pany {arther propose, that the right and option shall be re-
sctved to the state until the end of one year after the com-
nicnication hy rail way between the said two cities shall be
effected and in operation, either to snbscribe for aud take
steck of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road Company, to the
amount of the whole, or of any part of the funds which
shall be ¢xpended by tne said company in the counstruction of
the said Rail Road; or to take and hold any part of said
amount, not exceeding oue half of the whole cost of con-
struction; and of contingent expenses, in a separate and dis-
tinct stock, limited in its extent and object to the said cost of
the said Rail Road authorised by this act, wherebhy this im-
portant national work will be effected without any advance
of funds or risk of responsibil:ity of the state; while the
right and option will be secured to the state to derive a full
portion of its benefits, and this General Assembly deeniing
1t to be beneficial to the state,and its citizens, to authorize
the extension and construction of the said Rail Road, on the
terms proposed by the said company, and the present being
a most propitious moment for the completion of this highly
important and useful object, inasmuch as the rate of inter-
est is lower than it has ever heretofore been, and lower than
there is any reasonable hope to expect that it will be here-
after. Therefore

And the question was put, will the Senate strike out the
preamble as proposed? On this question the yeas and nays

being asked for, were taken and appeared as foliows:
AFFIRMATIYE.
Messrs. Forrest, Herbert—2
NEGATIVE.

Messrs, Marriott, Pres’t. Denais,



