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the inh.abitﬁants'(;f its borders, for »thé co'nvenie'::)t transporta-
tion to markets of the products of their industry, and for the

transportation from the seaboard to the nterior, of such arti-

cles as the situation of its people rendered convenient and ne-

* cessary: And whereas the inhabitants,of the soil bordering

on navigable rivers, have a riglit to the free and unobstructed
use of such rivers, for the purposes aforesaid, and such prin-
ciple has been sanctioned by the enlightened judgment of man-
kind, and has been strengthened by the Union under one go-
vérnment of these States: And whereas the maintenance of this
principle is necessary,to the convenient commercial inter-
course between the different States—is calculated to.deve-
lope the resources, and increase the wealth and the power of

said States, and to promote the happiness of their respective

ﬁ d these States indissolubly together, under
our present happy form of governent—And whereas the Con-
stitution of the United States has secured to the citizens of
each State, all the privileges and immunities of citizens in the
several States, and hath expressly prohibited the passage of
any law by the Legislature of a State impairing the obliga-
tions of -contracts: And whereas by an act of the Legislae

ture of Maryland, passed at November session 1799, to incor-

~ porate a company, to take a Canal from the River Delaware

to the Chesapeake Bay, it was declared that the said act,
should be of no force or effect, until a law should be passed
by the State of Pennsylvauia, declaring the River Susquehan-
ja a public highway, and authorizing individuals or bodies
corporate to remove any obstructior\s therein, at a period not
exceeding three years, {rom the first day of March, in the
year eighteen hundred. And whereas the State of Pennsyl-
Vania in the year 1801, did also pass an act to incorporate the
said company, and in compliance with the condition. prece-
dent contained in ‘the law of Maryland, expressly enact and
declare, *‘that the River Susguehanna down to the Maryland

* line, shall be, and the same is hereby declared tv be, a public

highway, any act or law of this commonwealth to the contra-
ry notwithstanding, and it shall and' may be lawful for the
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company, or any other

body corporate, or individuals, to remove all natural and arti-

ficial obstructions therefrom:”. And whereas in consequence
of the act passed by the Legislature of Pennsvlivania as afore-
said, the Legislature of Maryland pursuing the same friendly
and liberal‘course, that has at all times characterized the con-
duct of this State, towards her sister'States, did by an act pas~-
sed at December session 1813, provide that in consideration

of the said act of the Legislature of Pennsylvania as aforesaid,
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