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put this subject to rest. But as we are asked a second reply, the respect due to your honourahle body
enjoins it upon us to assign the reasops which again induce us to decline the conterence proposed.

We freely admit, that by some preceding legislatures, this matier has been made a matter of conference
between the two houses. But if we view your right to participatein the contract tor pr nungthe proceeds
ings merely .as based upon precedent, we are yet to learn, thatany such usage, ifadmitted to have exis ed
heretofore, does in any degree entail upon us an oblization to adher=to it, or that it has exi-ted heretofors
for such a length-ot Time as to clothe your honourable body with a concurrent right. ¥We think, tha: on
examipation it will be found to want oue of the essentialities of 2 good and asacied usage, a venerabl ;d
age. A recurience Lo precident and usage on this occasion, seems pecoharly un'ortuuate  ‘I'his house
have ouly to1egret a departure from past usage in relation to this very matter. Ifthe practice of cur pre.
¢«5c~e$sors were permitted to regulate us, we should pursne a course different, weacmit. free that wineh
we have pursued, bat at the same {ime equally diflerent from the ove which you recomuiend to .« |f
that were pursued, we shoyld have a printer to "he state, who in consideration ot a sta‘ed talz: Y, would
pertorm all the setvices which we might require of him as printer.  Weshould have precisely what was
contemplated by the bill of the last session. rejected in vour house, a printer elocied directly by therey e
sentatives of the people—~a printer excluded trom exorbitant charge by the deternination ot u:s saialy in
the act appointing him, and a printer competent to the transaction of the business coniiced to him, be-
cause of Lhe imincediate operation of the manner of execution of his work uvpon the very peiscus appoint-
jux him, - o

i&a you have relied much upon usage, we may inquire what that yeane has heen? And in doing this wa
must re -aik, that the primary object ot onr order, is to prov.de for the pritting of the da'v joulnals fer
the usé of he.members, although thereare other objects embraced in it. The printing ol the ga; yjour-
pals, for the use of the members 18, as you must be aware, of very recent origin, and itis but necessary
to look inio the journals of tne two houses for the last two years, to enable us at once to 2ccount (cr the
usage of wh.ch you speak in your message, without in any degree admitling your abstractright to parti-
cipate in the contract to print  In 1822, at the instance of your bouse, a commitiee of bolli houses was
appointed to devise ard report some mede of facilitating the transaction cf business in tie two Louseg,
and in the report of that comn-ittee of cenferénce originated, for the first time, as we bolieve, he BrCpoe

sition to printthe daily journals o both houses for the use of the members cf both. wiich, basc; as it
was, upon a report of a committee of both houses, was oi necessity adupted by ¢ concurieit vole,

"~ Atthe last session of the general assembly, an order wassubmitted to the house of deiegates at a ver
early period, enjoining it upon the com.n:itree of clairas to receive proposals for the printing of the daily
proceedings, and 10 repirt the result to the hause, but it was at once negatived. T'he subject was then
taken up altesn in your body, a conference vpon the matler invited, and that conlerence resclied, a« at
the preceding scssion, in a proposition to print the journal; which v as also necessanly adopted by a juint
vote. At both tlie sessions, lhgzvd‘o:e; duting whiclé\ the daily journa! Lias been printed, (he propesition
to print originated in a messace of yoor hoaourakle bedy. calling in cur a'd as the purce bearers of the
state,’in order to th- effectuation of the object.” But at thz present session no such steps have been taken
as those which at foraier sessions necessarily madg your bodv a pariy tothe contract At the [reseut
session, our commitiee of claims was drdered to ascertamn and repcrtto this house, simply the cost of
printing the daily journals, but having discovered inthe course of their inquir:es, that a conjurction cf§
the contractto printthese for the use of ‘he members. with iheordinary cortract (o print them for dige
tribntion thronghout the state, might be”e{Tecte)d much to the advantage of our exhaustcd treasury, they
reported to this house, as the resolt of thew inquir-es, the agprepate cost of proating tie daily jourrals,
and 1400 copies of the Votes and Procecdi'ngs. When this report was made, the session had so far ad-
vanced, that further delay was caleulated to defeat the very object for which the report was sought; and
as tins house could not hut suppose, that if we who are more especially the guardians of the péop}p'g
purse, and more immediately amenable to them for our use of it. were willing to take upon ourselves Lthe
undivided odiuin of the measare, whilst you shared with us in its benefits, no reasonable cbjection ceuld
be urged on the part ol your house.” We passed an immediate order erjoining it upon the commiliee (o
form a coniract in conformity to its report,

That contract has been formed, and now, whilst you in common with us are reap ng the benefits of it,
we'are called upon to rescind it. and to retrace our steps  We ask, for what purposer YWe sk, 1or whar
‘possible benefit? Whilst this house i5 willing to admit the propriety of having consuited vou on the for-
mation of Lthis contract, it would place your right of concurverice upon ground very diflerent from thst
on which you bave placed ite  In denying nur right to form the contract which we have formed, vour
messape does not, as we thipk, deaw the proper distinct’on between the question of propriety or exprdi-
ency, and that of abstract right 'I'heres a manifest distinction between a con‘ract and an apnroptliation
to carrv such contract into effect. We admit,that we do not carry exclusiveiv the purse of the slate,
we adimit that we only hold its strings, nor has this house ever denied, nor did it denv in this ins‘ance,
the necessity of the concurience of the senate in giving complete effect to this coniract.  Dut it does not,
theréfore, follow, that this house can make no contract because she cannot of herseif appronriate money
to carry such countract into eg’eéutiq‘n. Ifthis house had simply pasced an order providing for the P"i“'i";,;
of its own proceedings for the use of its own members, no want of right wonld then tiave been a.legec;
and yet wherein does it diffec from the présent contract on the score of right?

" We freely admit, gentlemen, that it won'd have beén decorous and proper to have consulted vou on
this subject; that it would have been expedient that Lhus the faith of both branches oftte legis ature et
have been pledged for the ytter performance of the céfnn'acl';'and we can only say, teat nothing 1 ug (e
urgency of the object to he effected, and a sincere belief that vour body would raiher be gratifed than
displeased with the specdy measures we were about tc adept. could bave induced usto st in thjs matrer
without you. 'Butfurther we cannot go, nor can ve see why after these adm.sicns. we shanid retrace
our steps, Is it that we may make the bare ac'knowlefign‘em Lha't fh{re s a prnprie'.:v n making suci a
ontract a joint contract, as thg apgron-l‘auor}x‘to elioe it must be joints A!:‘e;.d} Fas 1t Leey made— ls it



