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38 VOTES AND PR&CE;EBINGS
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“by al}ottcd to Cecil county, and the city of Baltimore, notice thereof shall be ngen by the said levy
courts respectively, to the president and directors of the Susquehaona bridge company “aforesaid; ang
that suck sums so assessed shall not be levied and raised uatil the said president and directors shall have
paid into the hands of the commaissiuners aforesaid, a sum equai to that assessed as aforesau'l 6:1 Cecil
county; and the said commissioners, on receiving the said payment, shall forthwith give notice thereoft,
the said levy courts, whereupon the sums of money assessed as aforesaid on Cecil county, and. Che.cxty
of Baltimore. shall forthwith be levied, collected and applied to the purposes of thxs act,”” Kesolved in.
the afhirma ive.

~ The bill being read throughout the question was put, Shallthe bill as amended pass?’ The yeas and
hays being required appeared as follow:

APFIRMATIVE _-Mr. President, Messrs, Cresap, Emerson, Harper, Hughlett, Mactuder Pamham,
-7, :

NEGgATIVE.—DMessrs. Carmlchael Gale, Taney.——3.

Determined in the affirmative,

The semte resumed the consideration of the unfinished busiaess of baturday, bemg thc bill to amend
and reduce into one sysiem the laws to direct descents; the same being gore through was ordéred_to be

inted as amended.,

The clerk ef the house of delegates delivers a resolution in favour of John Glanville; a bill, entitled,
An act to incorporate the Medical Sociely of Baltimore; which were read the first time and Iaid on thc
table. And returns a bili for the benefit of Samuel Jones ‘endorsed «swill pass.”’ Qrdered to be engros
sed.

Mr. Parnham from the committee xeports a bill, entitled, An act to restrain the evil practices of con
stables; which was read the tirst time and laid on the table.

The senate a 'journs until to morrow morning 10 o rclock.

‘ TELSD AY, January 30, 1821.

- The senate met. Present the same members as on yesterday. The proceedings of yesterday were read,

“The bill to lay out and open a road from the Lonowmgo brndge, in Ceul county, to the Pennsylvania
litie, was sent to the house of delegates.

Mr. Harper from the committee reports a bill, entitled, An act relating tb bail in civil cases; vshlch w2
read the first time and laid on the tahle

Mr Maxcy from the committee submits the following report and resolutions:

The comimitiee to whom was referred go much of the governor’s message, as relates to educahon ang
public nstruction, beg leave toreport—

That they concur with his excellency in believing education, and a general difiusion of knowledge, in
a government constituted like ours, to be of great imyortance, and that «in proportion as the structure
af a g verument gives weight to public opinion, it is essentialthat public opinion should be enlightened.”
Yovr comm:it'ee consider our government as emphatically a government of opinion. A general diflu
sion of knowledge, which is essential to its right administration, cannnt be effected, wunless.the peopie
are educated No high degree of civilization, of moral power and dignity, or of mtellectu’al excellence;
no superiority in science, in literature, or in liberal and usefol arts, which constitutes the noblest nati-
onal supremacy, can be attained without the aid of seminaries of learmnﬂ ‘The establishment of literary
institutions, then. of ali grades, from the common school, up to the umversﬂzy, becomes the first duty of
the legislature of a free penple

Your committee are well aware of the difficulty, inthe present embarrassed state of our- pecuniary
concerns, of providing the means of making education general. They are fully sensible, that, at this
time, large appiopriaticns out cf the pubhe tieasury, for this purpose, all.important as it is, cannot be
mpected Tliey deem <t -herefcre their duty to recall to your notice a report and certain resolutions,
presented to the senate at the last ses-jon by a commitiee of a like nature with the present, which has
been referred to your committee, as a part of the unfinished business. ‘T he object of those resolations
was to cal' the aitention of congress, and the legislatures of the several states, to the pubiic lands, asa
fand, from whick appropriat ons for the purposes of education may wthustlce be claimed, not only by
Maryland, but a'l the oriz nal s'a‘es, and "hree of the new ones.

Onethirty sixth part of a'l the siares and terrifories, (except kentueky ) whose waters fall into the
Mississippi and the Gulf of Mexico. has bcen appropria ed by congress, wherever the Indian title has
been extinguished, and provisions made for further appropriations, according to the same ratio, wherever
the Indan title may Lereaiter be ext inguished. for the support of common schools, and other large ap-
propriaticns have been made for the sepport of seminaries of a higher grade. Yout‘ committee are of
opinion, that the s:ates, for whose benefit no such appropriations have been made, are entitled to ask
thicra of congress, not as a maiter of favour, but of justice. That this may more tully appear, eSpe(‘m”)
as the right of those states to an equal participation, with the states, formed out of the public lands; in all
the bens:!*tc derived from them, has been doubted, your committee have deemed it proper to'take a cuf
sory view of the manner, in which t' ey have been acquired. .

Beforethe war of the revolution, and indeed for some years afler it, several of thestates possesqed
within their nominal limits, extensive tracts of waste and unsettled lands. These states were all, at thal
epoch, resal, and not proprietary provinces, and the crown, either directly or through the mediom of
officers, whose authorily had been prescribed or assented to by the crown, was in the habit of granting
those lands. The right of disposing of them was claimed and exercised by the erown in some’ form of
other. They might therefore, with striet propriety, be called the property of the crown. -

A qifestion arose soon after the declaration of independence, whether those lands should belong to the
United Btates, or to the individual states, within whose nominal limits they were situated.

However that questron might be decided, no doubt could be entertained, that the property and jurisdic
tiou of the soil were acquired by the common sword, purse and blood, of all the states, united in a cow

- mon effort.  Justice, therefore, demanded that, considered in the hght of property; the vacant Jands
should be =old to de"rav the expenses, incurred-in the cap\testJ by whi ch they were obfained; and the fo
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