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wanecessary Lo adopt the said resolutions. This report, if it meant to be hanestly understood, cer-
tan'y could not be suppused to mean any thing else thau that the guvernor, as commander”in
chief, actiny in person, was already entiticd to the pay and rations of a major general, and there-
fore that it was unnecessary to legislate fuxther upon thesubject.

But it has been actcm\pLgd‘so,—ohthe this-inference, by deéclaring in the resolutions last ' referred
to, Lfauhe Legislacure itsel s not ¢ompetent, much less 1s one branch of Lhe Legislature compe.
tent\ to expound the laws  Their province, itis said, is to make laws, and not to expound them ;
and the executive council, we are now told, are men. capable of expounding the faws for ﬂ‘:em:
selves,~and must be held responsible to the state for a just exposition of them

Now adinitting ov noet deaying all this ober doctrine,the comm 'teemn -tremark, that  aithough g
may not béthe province o1 this house to expound Liws,yet wirei Lhey have thus manife-ted their senge
ofa cous r .ction ofa lawgnd the executive council eatertaining the same impression,bave had reas ™
to br confirmed in it by ‘what hus been so n:anifested by the immediate representatives.ofthepeople,the
grand inquest of thestate, the gpecial guardians of the public treasury, it would seem to come
with a very ill grace from this hodse toadopt any proceeding either upon motion in their own
body, ov at theinstance of the Senate condemningthe very course which had been thus previously
approved of, orat least assented to.  And it i3 not a little curious, that this attempt of censure and
condemnation should be brought forward in this house, in resulutions which declare, that thelage
house of Delegates had no right to expound the laws so as to express an opigion that the payment
to the governor was authorised, while these same “resolutions do themselves ndertak¥so to
" expound the law, as to- declare that the said payment was not authorised. * '
But your committee are not at all surprised at the solicitude now evinced to explain-away, or
weaken the effect of the opinion expressed in the report adopted by the Jast house of delegates on
this subject, which they confidently aver was agreed to -by every member of the committee ap.
poinied upon it,and which it witl appear, by the votes and proceedings, was adopted with the
general concarrence of the house, or rather without a disseating voice ; while the member him-
self appears to Have been present who has been th: mover of this investigation. Addressing them.
selves to the -house, .in relation to its character as a collective body, your committee can not
therefore refrain from remarking, that they can scarcely conceive of any legislative proceeding,
which would bs more insidious and unworthy than that of first sanctioning, or strougly appear-
ing 0 sanction_a partieular act at one session of the ‘assembly, and then, at the next session,ta’
make that very act the foundation of a vote of reproach and crimination against those who may
have been confirmed in tneir judzment of the propriety of that act by the faith of your owa imph-
ed authority, The committee go not undeistand, nor do they wish to understand  that sort of
casuistry by which such proceeding can be reconciled to the principles of justice, decency or
hongr. - SV ‘ . o -

Under these views; it is respectfully recommendedto the house, by the following order, to reject
the aforesaid resolutions, Co o ' ' -
Ordered, That the resolutions from the senate, relative to the payment made to the gaverner as
acting commander in chief for the time therein spectied, and also the resolutiens iantroduced in
this house, of a similan nature, be, and they are hereby rejected. ' : .

y _‘, By order, S - LOUIS GASSAWAY, Clk. -
Which was read. : _ ’ . :

The bill entitled, an act for the preservation of deer in Baltimore county, was readthe second
time, passed and sent to-the senate. ‘ i , ‘ : : )

The bill entitled, an act to ¢ontinue in force the acts of Assembly which would expire with -
the present session, was read the second time and the question put, shall the said bill pass? "Re-
solved in, the affirmative. . : : C
The bill from the senate “entitled, an act to alter the sixtieth section of the constitution and form
of government, was read thesecond time, and the question put, shall the said bill pass ? - Determi.
ned in the negative. = . o A ‘ |
The bill entitled, a further supplement to an act eniitled, an act for amending and reducing iote
system the laws a..d regulations concerning last wills and testaments, the duties of executora, ad-
ministrators and guardians, and the rights of orphans and other representatives of deceased per- -
sons, was read the second time and the question put, shall the said bill pass 2 Determined in the
negative. . ‘ . '

“The bill from the senate supplementavy to the act for making a turnpike from the Lisncaster
turnpike to Baltimore, was. read the second time and the question put, shall the said bill pass?
Determined in the negative, and the bill sent tothe senate. "

The resolution directing the resolutions of the general assembly to be recorded with thelaws,
was read the second time,assented to' and returned to the senate. :
" On motion by Mr. Hood, the following message was read, agreed to apd sent to the senate ¢
| " .. BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATRES, February 1, 1815,
~Gentlemen of the senate, S o o . C
Believing that the business of the session cannot be finished before to-morrow -we propose
With your concurrence to close the session on that day. . S

‘ A . Byorder, ~ ‘ UPTON.S- REID, Clk,
The clerk of the senate delivers the engrossed bills, Nos. 109 to 112 inclusive, éngdorsed, “ read
and assented to/’ Whish were read, assented to and returned to the sépate. N
Also the bill entitled, an act vesting inthe orphans’ ‘eourts im the several counties of this
state, certain powers re'ative to real property. - The bil entitled, an l'gt'authorising_ the Lexy court
of Frederick county te previde fer laying eut, gidening. straightening and-amending the road



