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;ented ta and the bili ordered to be engrossed. : ‘

'Fhe bill entitled, an act for the-benefit of the several free schools in the city and precincts of Bal
timore, was read the second lime, passed and sent 10 the senate. | S

The bill from the senaie entitled, an act to authorise the sale of certaiu negrobs thercin mention-
od, was read the second Lime, and the question ppt, shall the said:bill pass 2 Determined 10 the neg-
ative, and the vill returned to the senate. ' ' N

mr.J. H Thomas from the commitcee delivers the following report :

The commitiee tu whom the same were refesred, have had undir consideration ihe preamble and
resolutions, senton Friday evening last irom the senate, and the preamble and resohations of a like
teuor introduced the day afterwards in the House of Delegaies, requiiing the Geveros to reund
the payment gpade o bim for services as.commander 0 chiet of the militia, from the 20 h_Aprit to
the 17th September, 1813, as theiein staied ; and also the cominpnication reeeivea oy two members
of the executive cauncil, 10 answer to a previous opder passed this house, ealling vpon the executive
for information relative to the same subjgt.  Upon a.l which they beg icave to submit the followin
report ;= - o ] _ v 8 e \

The cominitiee do not deem it negessary Lo enter into a partiew'ar reeital of the cireémstances
from which the presentinquiry has originated——lt will be suflicient (0. observe, thatin the spring
and sumymer of 1813, as wiil be generally recollected, the moye exposed points on the western S hors
of this state, and more especially this city, and the adjucent country, were seriously threatencd by
the appearance of a formidable {orce of the enemy hovering on the coast.  For the purpose of at-
fording that protection, which it was theé duty oi e general jovernment to supply, but-wi:ich thas
goverument had not adequately provided, 1t became expedicnt for the state authority to call- onthe

" militia of the state, and to employ that made of defence, or such poriions and dei:chments of it a3
mignt be most cunven:ently and advantageously engagedin the scrvice. In this posture of affairs,
. the executive council cunsidered, that s'wmehad arrived in which it would be proper for them, i
pursnar.ce of the 334 article of the coustitution, to advise the Governor to take the “ command in
pecson,”’ uuder an impression, from the experience he wa» known to have acquired in the war of
the revolution, and the general reipect in which his charaeter was h.ld, that this jstep would be
wei calculated to inspire @ saiutary confidence in'the public mind, and ‘more particularly in tife’
,\mihtia themselvs, of whom there was a considerabiedetachment stationed atthe city of Annapotis
during the period referted to, as is perfectly notorious, notwithstanding the Senate’s divect asser-
tion to the contrary. In conformity with this adcice, the governor entered upon the active duties
of commander, io chief, on the 20th Apri), 1813, and continued in the exercise df those duijes until -
the 17th September fo.lowing, when the (nilitia were disbauded, having established head guarters
in this city immediately after his appointinent. ‘ R :

' The committee conceive it superfluous to eolarge on the zeal, fidelity, and ingefatigable dili-
gence, with - which the ‘governoris known to havg\q,nsct{arg:d the trust thus confided to him.
Those who had the opportunity of ‘personal observaiion, will ‘bear ample' testimony to this point ;
and these who will take the pains to enqui ill be satisfied, from amere view of the various gen-
eral orders still extant, agd other documénst connected with-the service, that the continued vigi.
lance of the commander in chief was occupied in a series of useful, attentive, and laborious exer-
tion. It is true, hat as this place was nead guwiriers,&its vicinity their pripéipal scene of operationfit
was not requisite or advisable for him to command onany distant service, although it will beri.
membered, that an occasion did occur in which he manifested his readiness to do so, if the turn
of events had not again recdered his presence necessary in this city. 7 L o

The committe have briefly noticed these circutnstances, because both in the Senate’s resolutions,
and in thos:- moved in this house, it ig gravely urged, as itto aggravate the offenee of an aliedged
il?egal receipl®f public money for military service,that by reference to the journals of the coyneil
it would appear, that the governor was not more thaa five days, (exclusive of Sunday) absent from
the couneil chamber, thereby intending to imply,.that he did -not actually, or faithfully perform
the service to which he was specially appointed, and for which he was paid” Without making a
minute examination into the accuracy of this statement, to the objection founded upon it, the
answer is obvious, that the governoi’s appearance inthe council chamber would be noted onfthe
journal, however momentary ‘it might be, and _tkhougl}-»(aa "h‘i fact gen?;;ny was) he might be
principally engaged abroad, throughout theday, in the .ex:ra'orﬂmary duties of his office as com- -
mander in chief ; and although, even while he .remained in-the couacil chamber, many of his
more important duties as commander in chief might have been there performed. It is not, it
seems, made a charge against him, that he neglécted’any of the ordinary regular functions of his
office as governor. - It is not shewri by any evidence, that his civil and military tunctions did in
reality interfere with each other ;—But by 3 singular perversion of justice, and a strange fatpit
of malevolence, the force of this part of the charge, considered in its best shape, seems to be, that
while deveting an anxious attention to the highly responsibe and interesting cares of comman.

. der in chief, he sedulously and successfully endeavored atPhe same timeto acquit-himself ofthe
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" prescribed constitutional obligations imposed on himi as gavernor of the state, . S
The committee had supposed, that m fegard to the merit of the goveruor': sonduct in military
command, all pretence for clamgsr or.cavi had ceased, or been abandoned, /And they had been
induced g~ suppose 0, from havig - observed,- that. this part of his.conduct had even extorted
public expressions of applause from those who ave mot connecteéd with him by the ties of political

. sympaihy, and who are not much accustomed to: allow te their politigal opponents any of the
atteihutes of patriotism. But in whatever view the matter may be now designed to l!lel placed by
the aathors of the resolutions‘in question, it is undeniable, that the governor, iw person having per.
formed the actual service of commander in chief, for the time specified, and his account having been
rendered'in the \\!'uﬂ inilitary ferm, (upon honot) and ‘heing duly examined and passed by the



