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dulg sensible of the meritorious nature of those claims in general, but as it is impossible at this lat,
period of f.he 5e§sion (which by an interchange of messages it is understood will close in a fey
hours) to investigate the separate merits of each application, which is essentially necessary to dg
.}usuce both to the applicant and the state, we are compelled though reluctantly, to dissent there.

rom. ‘ |
By order, THo’s RocErs, Clk,
Which was read. And the following message :

BY THLE SENATE, Jan. 31, 1814,

Gentlemen of the House of Delegates,

We havereceived your message proposing to close the session this evening, and concur therewith
We have appointed Messrs Brown and Hebb to join the gentlemen named by your house to waj
upon his excellency the governor and request his attendance inthe senate cbamber this eveniny ag
cight o’clock, to sign and seal the laws agrecably to the constitution and form of Zovernment. i

By order, Tuo’s Rocers, Clk.

Theclerk of the senate delivers the resolution for printing eertain acts of assembly, endorsed

¢s dissented from,’’ and thefollowing message : | ‘ !
BY THE SENATE, Jan. 31, 1814,
Gentlemen of the House of Delegates, . | ,

We have received your message returning the bill entitled, an act to declare in forcean act ent;.
tled anactto punish certain crimes and misdemeanors, and to prevent the growth of Toryism, pass.
edFebruary -ession,1777,with the reasons which are sta’ed to haveoccasioned its being negatived in
your house, |

Whatever motive may have led to the expression of these reasons, we should have deemed then
motestrongly called for, if any amendment or alternative had been proposed by your body, or if 5
recons:de:ation had been pressed by us. But although we are disposed to abstain from the fryjt.
less measure of u :ing such reconsideration, we think it proper to reply bri fly tothe objections
which the message con ains, and in so doing, to explain and justify the grounds on which the act
Wa. oiiginated in this branch ol the legislature. We are strongly impressed with the opinion that
there is such a trait of resembiauce between the present and former war, and in the opposition to

“both, as to cail for decided measures, sitnlar to those that w=:e inthe revolutionary contest deemed -

to be necessary, anifonnd to be'effectual. We arenow a we were then, in a critical ‘and arduous
situation, We are now « rizrhngnot to gain, but to priserve our independence, and we are now
assailed by the same voweriu! tinemy without, and thre. ened, as we then were, by traitorous com-
binations and conspiraci¢s within.

Looking at the preamble to the 1ct in question, we see that the clemency of the general govern.
ment has nothadthe de ired tlect f reclaimirg such of it~ inhabit:nts as are inimical to its free.
dom from their evil practice-, nut that, stdl pursuing their dark and ciiminal designs, thev con.
tinue to encourage and nromote the operstisas of our enemirs ; and looking at recen: tmnsa.ctions,
we may say that every hope of uniting to. che intere-t of their country the affections of these jts .
unnatural and implacahle enemies, is exinguished. But although everv hope of an union arising
from sentiments which ougit te actuate them, may fatl, it does not foliow that the vigilunce of go.
vernment shouid cease; but 2 stronger motive arises for suporessitg. by the provisions of law,
these crimes and misdemeanors, and that growdh of torvizm which mi:ht otherwise umpede the
operations of the just war in wh.ch wearee gaved, and in futu.e endanger our fre.dons and in.
dependence.  The nce of 1777, made pumshable the offences of levying war against the United
S'atws, or any o: them, of adhering to any person beaiing arms, or employed .n the service of
Great Britain, against the Un.ted States, or any of them, or affording them aid and comfori, or |
giving ‘hem intelligence of watlike preparations. It provided for the offence of corruptlv or se.
ditiously persuading or enticing ny of the inhabitants to return to or acknowledge any depend(‘:nce '
on Great Britain, 1. provided for the offence of persuading, exciting by word or deed, writing,
prinung or other act the inhabitants to resist. the goverament or in any manner obstructing by |
force, the cxecution of any of the laws. It made punishable the offence of advisedly and malici-
ously dissvading and discouraging persons from enlisting or engaging in tne army or navy of the
United States, an offence striking deeply at our safety, and which there i3 too much reason to be-
lieve has been in this :tate committed with impunity. The act provided also -for the offence of se-
diticusly endeavoring to support or justify the measures taken by the king and parliament of Great
Britain against the Unit-d States or any of them. And it is needless to call to your recoliection the |
many and flagrant instances of the like offence, in regard to the measures which are now taken by
that government. :

We believe that many of our citizens, during the last sammer, while a British force v.as in the
Chesapeake, supplied them with provisions, so as to enable them to continue within the limits of -
this state, burning our towns and desolating our country. We believe ther- have been instances
of combinations of our citizens for the puopose of preventing resistance. And if reliance is to be |
placed on the official account of Admiral Cockburn,a deputation was sent from one of our towns, -
assuring him that no resistance would be made if his forces should make a descent on them. Upon
the same principle of clogging the operations of the war, on our part, endeavors have been made
to dissuade our citizens from loaning money to the United States, and to prevent the banks from
affording a similar aid. !

Our predecessors in the revolutionary war ever were wise,faithful and vigilant. While bravely com-
batting open force,they kept an eye upon insidious treason and machinatious; surrounded by dangers
nearly equal, it beheves us to exert our wisdom and precaution and to emulate them in fidelity and
watchfulness. Theact which it was proposed to revive, raised the arm of the law against the guilty




