38 VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

The bill entitled, an act supulementary to  an act entitled, anact to incorporate the \Vashing.
ton Cotton Manulacturing Company of thie City of Baltimore, was read the second time ang
passced. 1

The bill entitled, a further supplement to the act entitled, an agt to confirm a road in Harfyyg
and Bualtimore counties, was read the second time and passed. C

Mr. Kilgour dehvers a bifl entitled, an act to prevent geese ard swine from gning_nt‘ltu'ge in the
town o Rockvilie, in Montgomerv connty; an. a bill entitled, anact tor the benetit of the infyy
heirs of tlenrv Brooke, late o N'!Olllg()!llély county, deceased, which were severally read,

Mr. Culbreth debivers a petition from W St rt, of Caioline connty, praving that a law tay
pass authorising the recording of a deed from Joha Ridgawas to Benjamm Wil-on, for land gy,
chased from Wil,ons heirs by the pelitioner; which wuas read and referred to Messis. Culprety |
Saulsbury and Potier |

Bir. Cdlis delivers a etition from sund y inhabitants of the city of Baitimore, praving a repe
of the law tor the exteasion of Pratt street; which was read and re.erred to Messrs. Callis, Stone,
street, ' M. LN, Cotumen and Panham ‘ :

Mr. Wilson from the commiitee delivers the following report: :

The committee of el ciions and privileges to whom was referred the memorial of Thomas g,
Bowie, Fsquire, contesting the validity of the late election of delegates for the city of Annapoliy
Report, That they have investigated the tacts stated in the said memor al, and have taken a numbg
of depositions applicable thereto, which accompany this report,and are submitted as a part ther

It appears in evidence tothe committee that a numher of the soldiers of the army of the Unity
States, betunging to the detachnent staioned at the fort in said city, which is the property
the United States, were permitted to vote at the said election; that some of the said soldiers hf
no claim to residence in the said city, except what acises from the accidental circumstancey
thewe lorming a part of the de achment of the U. S. troops stat oned at this port; that exclusive
their want of the voluntary bona fi ‘e residence in-ended by the law and the constitution to entid
to vote, and exclusive of the general objection which occurs to the admission of the votes of s
diers of the United States army in a place, where they may be atany time ordered for the purpogy
of gratifying the political views and int. rests of the executive of the United States and his depen
dants, there are in this case strong circumstances in proof to the committee of the arbitrary a
undue influence practised by the officer commmanding the ssid detachment in controlling the voiy
of the said soldiers. That onthe day of election they were drawn up in military array at thefo
and weretold by the officer that if any of them intended to vote for the memoriahst, Thomas i
Bowie, [l:q. or the federal ticket as it was sty-ed, they must step out of the ranks, for that noms
who intended 5 to vote should leave the garrison, and that the so.dier who did not vote for whi
was stvled the democratic ticket would be forsworn by breaking his cath of allegiance to the Us;
ted States orthe President thereof; that the soldiers were afterwards marched up to the polls i
mititary uniform, headed by the ufficer, who remained at the polls to see that each soldier depos
ted his ballot, and that they then marched back in the same military order to the fort. .

It is unnecessary for the committec to urge those considerations which will occur to every In
dependent mind in he recital of this proceeding so entirely subversive of the freedom and pun
of wlectinus, and 50 we'l caleirlated in its nature and tendency to establish the dominion of milit
usnrpabon and coirupt power on the ruins of public hiberty. | ;

t'also appears to your committee that the several acts of assembly changing the systemq
elections in this state, have not altered or in any ma..ner affected the provisions of the consiitt
tion, and the charter of the citv of Annapoli: relative to the time for which the polls were o}
keut vpen in the clecti n- for the raid city; that a nnmber of the legal voters therein did not v
at the late election, hecause they w 1e under the impression that the polls were to be kept opg
for foar days,as a maller of right under the constitution, 1nd confo mab'v to ancient usage whe
evecst was requived; and that the mayor, tecorder and aldermen of thesaid city, acting uSJ\ldg
of heelection closed the polls an the evening of the first dav, atthough all thelega! voters ther
of had not polled, and althonh h= closing of thesaid polls was then positively objected to i
the memorittist, hy whom it was demanded that the polls should be kept open for tour days. .

T e commitiee of elections and privileges submit it for the consideration of the house,‘on.ﬂl
foreuing statement, whether the said election was he'd agreeably te the law and the constitulied
and whether the s<ame should be vacated and a ncw writ of election issue. '

By oider, . LOUIS GASSAWAY, Clk
Which was read :

Mr. Hnds fram the committee delivers the followinga report: |

T'he committee to whom was referred the petition of Sarah Margan, widow of Charles Morgi
of Ken:t county, deceased, beg leave 10 veport, that they h.ve taken the same into consi.dexallfl_
and are fu-ly satisfied of the trath of the facts therein stated, and therefore submit the follow®
resolution : 7 L

- Resolved, That the treasurer of the western shore of this state he hereby authorised and dire
ed to pay -he s id =arah Morgan, or her order, during her life, annually, in quarterly payment
the sum of fortv-eight dollars, out of any dnappropriated money inthe treasury. ’

Bv order, ” ’ Brn. GRrAY, Cn"‘(

Mr. Joha R. Fvans from the committee delivers the following report d

T'he committee to whom was referred the petition of David M'Cann, find the allegations th ’
coutained to he only true in part, iussmuch as it has come to the knowledge of one of the Cof
miltee, that the pelitioner has, or ought Lo have real and personal property in the atate o



