53 c VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

_ BY THE HOUSE O DELEGATES, Dec. 1812,
@cntlemen of the Senate, :
..We have rgceived your message proposing to adjourn on the 18thinst. The present crisis in oy
national affairs requires that the resources of the State should be husbanded, and having but li,
important bu‘siness before us, all which may be concluded by that time, we are disposcd Lo accedety
your proposition, .
The clerk of the senate delivers the bill entitled, An act to confirm an act passed at Novewbe
session eighteen hundred and eleven, entitled, An act to alter the time of the meeting of the Gener|
Assembly of this State, and for other puiposes, and the following message
BY THE SENATE, Dec. s, 1812,
i: Gentlemen of the House of Delegutes, ‘
We return you the bill, entitled, An actto confirm an act passed at November session eighteen hug,
| dred and eleven, entitled, An act to alier the time of the meeting of the General Assembly of thi
;‘ State, and for other purposes, and hope on reconsideration, you will agree to passit. We understay
| the ground upon which the House of Delegates have refused their assent to the bill is, because an i
; terregnum would thereby occur in the exccutive of the State; we beg leave to observe, that the con
z stitution provides for the election of a governor and council annually, on the days therein mention.
, « ed; various instances have occurred wherein the governor and council have not been elected on the
‘ specified days, yet such elections, and the acts and doings of the executive in consequence thereol
have been considered valid and effectvual, and we know of 110 inconvenience that has resulted to the
State in consequence thereof ; and we beg leave, (if you agree to pass the bill) to suggest the propriey
of immediately passing a law, authorising and emipowering the present executive to act as such, unti
the time appointed for electing a governor and council, agreeably to the contemplated change.
By order, : THOMAS ROGERS, CIk,
! Which was read. ‘

Also a communication from John Brewer, register of the land office for the western shore, cover
ing am account of taxes received ir his office from the 7th of December 1811, to the 7th of Decembe
1812, and the treasurer’s receipt for the same ; and suggesting the propriety of repealing so much ¢
the act of November session 1798, chapter 108, as requires the register of the land office to gin
s conies from the rent-rolls and debt books under oath, ‘

g * Which was read and referred to Messrs. Bowies, Plater and Perry. : )
- Alsoa memoria* from Jehu Chandler, printer to the State, with the following message and resolu
L -tion |

: BY THE SENATL, Dec. 7, 1512,
Geatlemen of the House of Delegates,

The memorial of the printer to the State which accompanies this commmunication, was presented
to the senate a few days ago, and has been acted on as far as the constitutional powers of this body
enable them to administer relief ; that is, by expressing an opinion that the claims of the memorialis
are well founded, both upon usage and principle, and are therefore deserving of relief by the exercise
of legislative authovity ; they are well founded upon usage, because the late printer to the State, (hi
predecessor in office) and those who preceded him, were not only entrusted with, and compensate
for the printing of the Laws and Votes an‘d Proceedings of the Geuneral Assemnbly, but thcy were alw
employed and paid to execute every occasional demand, which might require the use of their profes
sional services. This exclusive right of the printer to execute all the printing business of the State,
seems to have been considered not only as incidental to his appcintment, but as inseparably appendant
to his office ; for neither on appeal to the memory of those who now live, nor the strictest scrutinj
into the Legisiative annals of the State, will be found to furnish any one instance in which a sepan
tion has been made. Upon usage then we fell curselves compeiled to savy, that the claims of the me g
morialist are well founded and entitled to consideration ; upon principle we think they are equally so;
we assume it as a position which cannot be denied, that upon the truc construction of the constite
tion, the same degree of power which is requisite to create, is necessary to annul any act of Legisls
tion, whether it be a bill or a resolution ; we also think that every resolution passed by both brachs
of the Legislature, which is not limited in terins, or by the nature of the object for ‘which it provide,
continiies in force until repealed by the same authority which called it into existence. In the case o
the reselution in question, there is neither a limitation of time in express words, nor is it boundcd it
its operation, by the nature of the subject matter; such being the nature of the resolution, it appes
to the senate, that it will continue in full force, until regularly repealed. That the memorialistii
therefore still to be considered as the printer to the State, seems to this branch of the Legislatured
admit of no doubt. He is moreover recognized and spoken of in express terins as printer to the
State, ia the law of the last session, providing a compensation for his services. }f therefore heis
3 sl to be considered as invested with all the rights and privileges of this appointment, it is our opir’
- jon, (and wethink the House of Delegates vpon a full consideration of the subject will concur in tha,

opinion,) that he is entitled, in the language of the resolution, to < print the Laws and Votes and Pis
ecedings of the General Assembly, and perform such other services as have been usually performe
by theprinter employed by the State, or may berequired by the Legislature or either branch thered
or by the Governor and the Council.”  As therefore the printer to the State has heretofore been i
variably employed to print every thing required by cither branch of the Legislature, the conchusiov
seems inevitably to follow, that during his continuance in office, no other person can be appointed ¥
perform any part of his duties, or particinate his emoluments, without a manifest violatjon of hif
rights. Nor is it a consideration unworthy of notice, that by a division of the duties of the appoint

- gnemt, $erious inconveniences may arse to .the printer, whose arrangements preparatory to the sessiol

... ©f the Legislature, were of course made with a view to the execution of his usual duties, and an e¥
pectation that his disbursements and expenditures so incurred, would be refunded and wadtgh
goocd to him, he the ermpensition he wonld recciye at the termivation af (he ce sion




