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Anp*PROCEEDING £, November; /1748,

the only-ground, of “confidence between man and man, ‘and ‘the foundation of all fociety, «Wit
-out it the wonld 'w'puldbte an univerfal and perpetual:-war of artifice, “intrigue, fraud, ft atage
and violence,' of all’ men'againft 41l men: - ‘THis at {eift js my opinion, though T fhall notp:
cate thofe wholdiffer From me. - IR SO U ot
When -religious liberty has beent afferted by.invintible arguments of the foundeft divines,a
well as theé philofophers of this century and the laft; when every engine of wit, fatire, humour
and :ridicule,’ have been employed to diftount¢nance intolerance, is the whole to terminate'in 3
cruel and fanguinary perfecution of all religion{ In the annihilation of all the facred foundations:
_of ‘morality;; government and fociety? America will not, I truft, be willing to be conver,’tfcd»ixitb"?]z
a perfe®t bedlam, whatever other parts of the world may withit, . . R & o
At the ‘time| witen; under every difcouragement, I was called by the fuffrages of very little: "
more’ than half of the nation to the prefidency of the general government, I was fully aware of:
th¢ dangers that furrounded us, and of the perplexities that awaited my adminiftration.’ A re.
fponfibility which- might be'determined, as my. eletion had been, by two or three votes, pre.
fented itfclf before. me, enough to have appa ed. a heart pofleffed of ‘more fortitude than mine, -
But as the courlé of my life had led me for twenty years through fcenes which afforded me, per- :
‘haps more than|any othér American, opportunitics of weighing the probable effeéls of the fpafms, .*
convulfions and agories; of a great mation; brpke loofe from all reftraint, in the centre of Eu-. .
rope,; I thoughtr it might be.as'difficult for m¢ as for any other to excufe myfclf from the trial,
The affetionat¢ and ardent fupport which I have received'from my fellow-citizens,. has appeared
much earlier, and more unanimops, than my moft fanguine hopes had ever anticipated. - In the
generous and general declirations of fatisfaflipn and approbation of my fellow-citizens, in all
parts_of the-‘union; I have received a reward which I efteem above all other perfonal confidera- -
tion in this-life. . Nothing of the kind has excited my gratitude more fincercly than this mag. .
_hanimous addrefs from the general affembly of Maryland. Moft cordially I with you all health
and happinefs. | ' ' ' . :
T o ) : JOHN ADAMS.
Philadelphia, December 23; 15798, . N - L ’ : :
Which was read, and fent to the houfe of delegntes by the clerk: U
The fznate again refumed the fecond reading of the bill, entitled, An aé& for the relief of *

' difquifitins.s-Bue  veligion is'ithe: bafis-of moral cbligation-—of:the ¢fence of all. govéenuien

O

fundry infolvent debtors, and, on motion, the queftion was put, That the following be propofed

as an amendment to the faid, bill? At the end of the 6th line of the 18th page infert, « Pro- -

vided ncverthelefs, That as to all and every perfon orperfons included in this a®, who have

been- engaged in trade or merchandife, it fhall

or their creditors as have due them the amou

at the time of pafling this aét, fhall not lodge with thie chancellor their diffent in writing to fuch ;
.debtor or debtors being admitted to the benefit of this ad, on or bsfore the expiration of fix
lilhed as aforefaid, fuch debtor or debtors fhall . -

months after the faid notice fhall be given or p

t of one fourth of the debts due by him or them

: not be neceffary for them, or either of them, to
procure the affent of their creditors, or any part of them, as aforefaid, but if fo many of his

‘inclu

be entitled to all and every benefit of this adl, in as full and ample manner as if fuch debtor or -
debtors had procured the affent of two thirds of his or their creditors as aforefaid.” The yeas -
and nays being required, appeared as follow: | . ' .
' v A F FIRMAT.IV E :
Mr. Perry, prefident, Mr. Dennis, Mr. Grahame, Mr. Ridgely, Mr. Forreft, Mr: Chefley, Mr. .
. S M*Mechen and Mr. Milligan. 8, - o
_ N E G A|T 1 V E. '
‘Mr. _Qarfoll, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Purnejl, Mr. Dotfey and Mr. Thomas. 5.
_ © | So it was determined in the affirmative.

The faid bill was then read throughout; and paffed with the propefed amendments.
Amendments propofed. - In the 14th line of the 1ft page, after the word * Ruffell” infert -
¢ Benjamin Marthall.” In the 1ft line of the 2d|page, aiter the word  Prefton” infert * John

Lee Gibfon.” Infthe s5th liné of the fame page, after the word ¢ Belt” infeit ¢ William Lover-
.'mi, William Prentifs.” . In the 8th line of the ffame page, after the word « Needham” infert

« 1.1

oyd Beall, John Beck, Thomas Gerard Slye.”” At the'end of the 2d page, after the word -
this general affembly have fet forth, that by

« county” infert the words|* by their petitions t :
reafon of many misfortunes they are unable whollx to fatisfy their creditors, and have prayed that
they may be difcharged upon their delivering up all their property for the ufe of-their creditors;
and the prayer-of the faid petitioners being found reafonable, therefore.” “In the 10th kne of .
the 3d page.ftrike out the words « and al{o” and-infert “ or.”- In the 4th line of ‘the 1oth page,
after the ward-¢ fide” infert the word ¢ laid.” In the 8th line of the 11th page, after the.word
« give” firike out ¢ a” and infert the words “ an hndue and improper.” ' In the 12th line. of the
fame page, after the word % debtor” infert the word “and.” In the 1ft line of the 1ath page
ftrike out the fecond word ¢ the” and infert “ an.” In the 1ft and 2d lines of the 18th page firike
out. the words % fecurity require” and infert “require fecurity.” At the end of the 6th line of the -
fame page infert the words ¢ provided neverthelefs, ‘that as to all and every perfon. or perfons
| J.’e(f in this a&, who have becn engaged in tride or merchandife, it fhall not-be neceflary.for,
them, ar either of them, to.procure the affent of their creditars, or any part of them, as aforcfaid,
but if-fo'many of his_or their creditors as have duc them the:amount of one fourth of the debts

n'or; thei ,atfthg,,‘time.;of .pafling this a&, fhall.not'lodge with the chancellor their dif- - :

due by, him, he time . of . p llor their dif- - -
fent in writihg, to-fuch’debtor or.debtors being admitted to the benefit of this 2@, onor ‘before .
el L e ' ~ the
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