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30 VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS;, November, 1797.

T'rap ar Fseedom § which was read, and, on motion, ORDERED, That the faid petition be committed
to Mr. Grahame and Mr. Dorfey to confider and report thercon,

Mr. Dorfey has leave of abfence tiil Monday next.

Mr, Hammand, from the committee to whom the 1bill, entitled, An a& to difcontinue the donation
to W‘aﬂ\ington.collcgc, was rcfersed, delivers to the prefident the fallowing report : .

THE committee to whem was referred the bill for difcentinuing the donation to Wafthington college,
beg leave ta report, that they have carefully inquired into the progreflive ftate of the college from its
original inflitution to the prefent time, that they might be enabled to afcertain the propriety, policy and\
utility, of pafiaz or rejecting the bill in queftion. The refult of this inquiry has authorifed them 1o
inform the fenate, that at the period when the college was projeled, a ufeful freefchool was eftablithed
at Chzfter-town, under the management of feven wvifiters; and that, according to the reprefentations
formerly made to the legiflature, about one hundred and forty fcholars and ftudents ufually attended the
fchool, and reccived inftruétion in warious branches of literawre from a number of able and approved
teachers. From an inftitution, thus thriving under a very limitted patronage, it was fanguinely ex-
pe@ed by its fupporters and friends, that a feminary of learning, founded upon a broader feale, and
cftablithed by the fanction and afliftance of the legiflature, would be produélive of great and extenfive
advantages to the youths of the eaftern fhore particularly, and generally to thofe of the peninfula be-
tween the two bays. Under this expeclation, and for realons fpgcified at large in the memorial of the
faid vifitors, the general affembly of Maryland granted an act of incarporation at November feffion,
feventcen huadred and cighty-two, and thereby founded and eftablifhed Wathington college, agreeably
to the terms and privileges contained in their charter; to which the committee beg leave to 1efer the
fenate. In confequence of the emcouragement thus given by law, the faid vifitors proceeded to obtain
fubfcriptions, and to eret the college at Chefter-town; and finally; to open the fame for the purpofes
of education, under the managemeat and care of its governors and profeffors, in the manner frequently
communicated to the legiflature.  Soon after the eftablithment of this feminary, a college on the weftern
fhore was contemplated, and this {cheme was allo effelled; and the two colleges were incorporated, by
the name and ftyle of The Univerfity of Maryland. Not long after this great meafure,- to which the
legiflatute were induced to accede by the liberal minds of its members, and by a prevailing difpofition
in their conftituents to advance the important interefts of cducation, it became queftion:d, whether the
wealth and population of Maryland, and the ftate of its fuciety, were yet fufficiently promoted to give
employment to two colleges; and whether the eftablithment of feminaries, upon a fmaller fcale, and
fituated in different and convenient places, and capable of furnithing thofe branches of learning which
would previoufly prepare the ftudents for a collegiate education, would not be‘more ufeful and neceflary?
Thefe queftions, frequently difcufled in focial converfations, and often agitated upon public occafions,
have fettled in opinions, which appear very prevalent, that for the reafons before fuggefted, one of the
colleges is at prefent unneceflury; and that inftitutions of learning, more generally diffufed, would better
anfwer the purpofes of education. Whether thefe opinions be correét, may in fome degree be alcer-

.tained by facls, which it has been thought proper to prefent to the confideration of the fenate. At No-

vember feflion, feventeen hundred and ninety-four, when a committee of this houfe required informa-
tion upon the fubje& of Wathington college, they received a letter from the prefident of the board, en-
clofing a feries of anfwers to their queftions; from which it is obvious, that after the eftablithment of
this {eminary for feveral years, and notwithitanding the liberal patronage, and the annual donation of
the legiflature, a much f(malier number of ftudents and fcholars were inftructed than attended the free-
fchool of Keat county, under the maragement of its viiitors, before the foundation of the college: To
the report of that committee, which is entered at large upon your journals, together with the letter and
ftatement of the prefident, we reter the fenate; and from the information we have lately received upon
the fame fubjedt, we are authorifed to ftate, that there is at this time no material difference in favour of
the college; and that iu cvery year the much greater number of the ftudents and fcholars have been in-
habitants of the county in which the fcminar&t is feated. Your committec are alfo credibly informed,
that feveral grammar fchools are ereéled in different parts of the ftate, having no affiftance but private
contributions, and the perquifites of tuition, in which the fcholars are as numerous as thofe who are
taught in the grammar fchool attached to the college, and in fome inftances the number is greater., It
has been {aid, and ic is believed that the aflertion is true, that the progrefs and improvement of this in-
flitution have been retarded by the opinions which have been entertained, or diffeminated, againtt its
utility; and that while thefe opinions prevail, and attempts are repeatedly made to withdraw the dona-
tion which has been granied in its favour, it cannot be expeced that the college thould improve. But
the committee are apprchenfive that thefe opinions are daly becoming more and more deep rooted, and
that therefore thefe wilthed for improvements will continue to be retarded; and under fuch circumftances,
the college muft be long embarrafled before it can anfwer or accomplifh the true ends of its inftitu-
tion.

Upon the whole, the committee are perfuaded that one college, well regulated and liberzlly endowed,
is cnzisely fufficient to fatisfy ali the purpoles of this kind which the prefent condition of Maryland can
require; and thar if the donation in queftion were divided among threc or more feminaries of learning
upon the eaftern fhore, the benefits of education, which were evidently defigned, would be confiderably
exteaded ;and the encouragement given by fuch a diftribution of the money would advance the inftruc-
tion of fcholars at ufeful grammar fchools in the increafed proportion of four for one. The committee
being of this opiaion, beg leave to fubmit the following propofitions to the confideration of the fenate.

That the payment of the annual fum of £.750, being part of the donation granted to Wathington
college, - be difcontinued. | ’

That the fum of £.375, part of the faid donation, be granted to Wathington academy, in Somerfet
county, and paid annually to the trufteds’ of that inflituticn, to be applicd by them to the purpofes o
education in fuch manner as they fhall think expzdicnt. -
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