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« Read the firft aqgol_'%cgnd time by cfpecial order anid will pafs.

VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS; November, 17¢6. 37
The ¢lerk of the houfe of delegates delivers to tﬁé clerk of the fenate a Bi‘ll,' entitled, An a& per-

mitting the proprictors of lots binding on the witer at the weft end of the bafon in Baltimore-town
to extend and improve the fame, thus endorfed; * By the houle of delegates, December 21, 1796:

| « By order, Wi HARWOOD, clk.”
The honourable Charles Carroll; of Carrollton, Efquire, from the joint committee of both houfes

appointed to confider on the amendments propofed by the commonwealth of Virginia to the confti-

tution of the United States, brinigs in and delivers to the prefident the following report:

THE joint committee of both houfes, to whom were referred the amendrents propofed to be
made to the government of the United States by the legiftature of Virginia in December lafty have
had them under confideration for fome time, and canriot recommend their adoption for the following
reaflons. , , a ,

Should the firlt amendment be ratified by the legiflatiires of nine ftates; no treaty of the leaft
confequence could be made as now authoriled, without the fan&ion of a majority of the houfe of
reptéfcntatives; thus would that houfe be let into a participation of a part of the kxecutive power,
which: has been exclufively vefted in the prefident and fenate, 4s fitter for the tranfacting fuch bufinefs,
and concluding treaties 3 for the fenate being 2 fmaller and more fele@ body; it is prefumable wil! be
lefs liable to the influence of party, and therefore treaties will probably be invéftigated in thdt houfe
with grédter accuracy, and with more temiper and judgment, than in the cther j nor was this the
only reafon for giving to the fenate a fhare of the treaty-making power ; all the ftates being cqually-
reprefented in the fenate, it was confidered that this equality of fuffrage, coupled with the control
over treaties, would reconcile the fmaller ftates to the preponderancy which the larger pofiefs in the-
other branch.  But the prefident and fenate may be corrupted, and facrifice their country to a foreign
interelt.  Are the prefident and fenate more likely to be corrupted than the reprefentatives? Few,
compared to thefe, a greater refponfibility attacl"ms to their charalters and condudt; guilty divided
among any, feems to leflen, and becomes almoft imperceptible in each individual, fheltering and
countenancing himfelf under the authority of numbers. Large popular affemblics, in their public

roceedings, have been unfeelingly guilty of crimes, from the commiflion of which each individual,
Flandiﬁg' alone, or fupported by few; would have fhrunk with horror. - We may reafonibly conclude,
that the ftate legiflatures willy in gencral, cle&t into the fenate men of good fenfe, information and
integrity 3 if they do not, they will cither want difcernment or honefty, or be atuated by party.
Admitting that in particular diftricts, nay, that in whole ftates, a party {pirit may at times prevail,
the delufion, it is to be hoped, will not continue long, andg{iit fhould, its fpread throirgh the greater.
portion of the union is quite improbable, If the ftate legiflatures want difcernment or honefty, can
their conftituents be difcerning and honeft? Corrupt, indecd, muft that people be, and degraded
in the extreme, who have not fenfe enough to difcover, or virtue to pur(ue, their real interefts. In
an emergendy of this kind, what will partial amendments avail ? A revolution only, czlamity and long
fufferings, can operate ‘their reform, and reftore fuch a people to a jult way of thinking and alting.

Does experience call for any of the propofed amendments? To amend a conftitution in its in-
fancy, from the dread of imaginary, and not from the exiftente of real evils, is furely moft unwile.
8o far as the fhort trial we have had of the federal governthent will enable us to judge of its futere
operations, we ought to remain fatisfied with its prefent form ; for a large majority of the American

oplé, and this ftate in particular, have repeatedly exprefled their approbation of its adminiftration,
and their thankfulnefs for the benefits derived from that government. No country can be faid to
enjoy 4 free conftitution, nor will long retain its effence and purity, without proper cliecks and ba-
lances. Tlie framers of tlic federal governinent have fo diftributed powers among the parts com-
pofing it, that cach may control the others; no event has yet difcovered that the diltribution has
been injudicioufly made ; why then has it been thought neceffary toalter it? Why take away from
two branches, to Intpart in common to one, that pottioi of power which was exclufively lodged in
the two? Perhaps it may be faid, that the power has been abufed—When parties run high, and are
nearly poifed, ever)ﬂ expedient will be tried to give the maftery to the one or to the other. Does
the conftitution prefent barriers to this wiflied for afcendancy ! Thefe muft be levelled; amendments
muft do them away, aid will be propofed by the defeated party on the fpur of the occafion ; in the
very hurry and tumult of the paffions, difappointed and foiled i 2 favourite objet, at fuch a time
can amendnients be difcuffed and weighed with that coolnefs and candour fo requifite to the forming
i right judpthent ? S _ o

hy fhou!d -a tribunal, other than the fenate, be inftituted for the trial of impcachments? No
peifon has becn‘jiai;ﬁéach.cd before the fenate, and therefore no defeét in the tribunal can be: collected
from faéls and éxperiment 5 the objections, if not altogether proceedinig from a love of novelty and
change, muft have originated, from fancied appreherifions of unfairne(s and corruption in the fenate,
as a court. If the government is to be new modelled upon the vifiopary conceits of {peculative -
men, -for ever on the change, it néver will aﬂivmel 3 ftable form, and the condition of the people
living undet it will be as miferable as of thofe under vague and uncertain laws, ‘which, partaking of
the niture of the government, if this be fluuating and capricious, thofe will be equally fo. :

“The third amendment contemplates and provides for a more frequent’ ele@ion: and renewal -of
members in the fenate of the United States. In'this refpect it appears to the committee t6 run di-
re@ly counter to the main end’of its inftirution. The framers of the federal goveriment, no doub,
williéd to terper and control thofe fallies of pafion which it was forefeen party heats would at times
producé in the houfe of reprefentativés. No method fo effeual for the purpofe occutted, as to give

to the fenators that permanency which rgight fecure them from the frenzy of the¢ mdment, from the
- | S - - contagion
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