28 VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, November, 1796.

.- The confidecations which refpe& thc rizht to hold this condu®, it is not neceffary on this oced-.
fion to detail. 1 will only obferve, that according to my underftanding of the matter, that right, fo
far from being denicd by any of the belligerent powers, has been virtually admitted by all, - o
Tne duty of holding a nevtral conduct may be infesred; without any thing more, from the oblipa.
tion which juftice and humanity impofe on every nation, in cafes in which it is free to a&, to main-'
tain inviolate the re'ations of peace and amity towards other nations.
. The inducements of interelt for obferving -that condu¢t will beft be referred to your own reflec.
tions and experience.  Wun me, a predominant motive, has been to endeavour to gain. time to our
country to,fettle and mature its yet recent inftitutions, and to progrcls without interruption, to that :
degree of ftrength and conliftency, which, is necellary to give it, humanly fpeaking, the command
of its own fortunes. " T
. Though in, reviewing the incideats of my adminiftration, I am unconfcious of intentional errar;
I am neverthelels too fenfible of my defects not to think it probable that I may have con.mitted
many errors.  Whatever they may be [ fervently befeech the Almighty to avert or iitigate the evils
tp which they may tend. I fhall allo carry with me the hope that my country will never ceale 10
view them with indulgence; and that after forty-five years of my life dedicated to its fervice, with
an upright zeal, the faults of incompetent abilitics will be configned to oblivion, as myfeif muft
{oon be to the manfions of reft. ' .
Relying ‘on its kindnefs in this 2s in other things, and aftuated by that fervent love towards it,
“which is o natural 10 a man, who views in it the native fol of himiclf and his progenitors tor
feveral geaerations; I anticipate with pleafing expefation that retreat, in which I promue myfedt 10
i+ 39 realize, without alloy, the fweet enjoyment of partaking, in the mudlf of my lellow-ciizons, the
' {& benign infuence of good laws under a tree government—the ever favourite ubject of .y hearty and
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the happy reward, as I truft, of our mutual cares, labours and dangers.

h UNITED STATES, 17th September, 17906. G. WASHINGTON.
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oy ~ The clerk of the houfe of delégates delivers. to the clerk cf the fenate the following refolu-
Y : tions: ' : : .

1E 1 , By tTue GENERAL ASSEMBLY of MARYLAND,

A1 ResoLveD unanimoufly, That the prefident of the United States menits the everlatting gratitule

of the people; that his profound witdom in council, and eminent cxertions in the ficld, aided by the
b virtae and valour of his fellow-citizens, triumphed over Briuth wwvafion, and led his couutry throuzh
4 an arduous war to victory and to happinefs; eftabluhing its independence by a revolution unfulind
with a cr me, and ditinguithed for moderation, virtue and humanity,  Thut his wite and fteady ad-
miniftration of the general government, prompnefs in fuppretiing domettic infurre tion, firmoefs in
defeating improper exzreions of foreign influence, and perfeverance in the Htem of nowiraliey, have
continued to us thofe advantages which refult fram a {table and fice government, and have crowned
us witn the bleflings of peace, liberty and profperity, whillt rurope and the Indies have been cone
vulfed with the horrors of a dreadful and defolating war. _ : '
ResorveDp-unanimoufly, That his late paternal addrefs, the refult of much rcfle@ion and cx-
perience, is eminently calculated (by its couniels to tecure the continuance of the tndependence,
peace, happinefs and prolperity of ‘Gur country, if (leadily purfued by his fucceflors, and imiy 2 -
hered t&o’i’y’ the poople; wilely founding the principles ef cur political conduct on the immovean]s
bafis of morality and juftice, aided by the influcnce of religion, learning and virtue in. piivate
hife. o
Resorvep unanimoufly, That to perpetuate this valuable prefent in the moft ftnking view w0
pofterity, it be printed and publithed with the laws of this [efion, as an evidence of cur epprtation
of its political axioms, and a fmall tettimony of the affection we bear to the precepts of ~.in, 10
whom, ‘under Divine Providence, we are priacipally indebted for our greate!t political vicfi-gs.
REesoLvED unanimoufly, That it is the carnelt prayer of the legiflature of Maryland; that the pre-
fident, in his contemplated reticement, may. find all the bleffings of domeftic neppineisy and live to
experience the falutary principles of his adminiftration, eperating through his tucceflors to increafe
the independence, profperity and wellare of the Ameciican people.” '
By order, . W. HARWOOD, clk.
Which were read the firft and fecond time by clpecial order and aficnted to, and fent to the houfe
of delegates by the clerk. ‘ .
The fenate adjourns antil to-morrow morning 10 o'clock.

W E D N E S D A Y, December 14, 1796.
HE fenate met.  Prefent the fame members as on yefterday. “I'he proceedings of yelterday

were read.
The bill, eatitled; An ak to authorife and empower the prefident and dire€tors of the Patowmack
‘company to contract the breadth of the locks at the Great Falls of Patowmack, was fent to the
. houfe of delegates by the clerk. - ,
, *"“THe clerk of the houfe of delegates delivers to the clerk of the fenate a bill, entitled, An a& for
3 : recagnizing the coin of the United States, and the valuc of foreign coins,- as eftablifhed by the acts
'l ‘of the congrefs of the United States, thus endorfed ; * By the houfe of delegates, December 1, 1796:
Y’ o Read the firft time and ordered to lic on the table, : g
] Mha T e W. HARWQOD, clk.
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