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And returns the bill, entitled, An act for the reli¢f of Benjamin Morcton, of. Baltimore county,
thus endorfed ; ¢ By the houfe of delcgates, December §, 1796 : Read the firlt time and prdered to
¢ lie on the table, S

- « By order, " W. HARWOQOD, clk.
¢ By the houfe of delegates, December-12, 1796 : Read the-fecond time.and will pafs. '
’ ,“ By Ol’dcr, ) \V'o J’IAI{\'VOOD’ Clk."

Which faid laft _m:mioncd bill was ordered to be engroffed.

The bill, entitled, An act for the benehit of Eicanor Shuman, widow of Peter Shuman, and her
children, was read the fecond thme and will pafs. :
. The fenate adjourns until to-morrow morning 10 o’clock.

A T U E S D A Y, December 13, 1796. .
¥\HE fenate met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except the honourable joha
Grahame, Efquire, who had leave of ablfence. The proceedings of yefterday were read.

“The bill, cntitled, An alt declaring the right of perfonal hiberty, and .edrefling the injurics there-
to, and the bill, entitled, An a& for the benefit of Eleanor Shuman, widow of Peter Suwinas, and
ber children, \Lcﬁe fent to the houfe of delegates by the clerk. , _

The ‘bill, entitled, An a& to confim the title of Levin Irving and Samucl Smylie to the lands
therein mentioned, was read the firlk time and ordered to lie on the tible. : :

The cleik of the houfe of delegates delivers to the clerk of the fenate a bill, entitled, An a& to
afcertain the allowance to jurymen and witneffes of the zeneral courts, and the teveral countv and

orphan courts inlthis ftate, thus endorfed; By the houfe of -delegates, December 5, 1795: Read

« the firft time and ordered to lie on the table.
L “ By arder, W, HARWOOD, clk.

. « By thc,houfc‘[ of delesates, December 12, 1795 : Read the fecond time and will pats,

« By order, W, HARWOOD, clk.”

A bill, entitled, An 2 to afcertain the allowance of the members of the gencral aflembly, clectors

of the fenate, and cleClors of prefident and vice-prefident of the United States, thus endoried; * By

4¢ the houle of delegates, December 12, 1796: Read the firlt time and ordered to lic on the toble.
|

i « i3y order, W, HARWOOLD, d.
« By the houfe of; delemates, December 12, 1796: Read the fecond time by efpécial order and vall pufs,
“ By order, W. HARWOOD, ck.”

And a bill, entitled, An adt for the better adminiftiation of juftice in the feveral countics of this
ftate, thus endorfed 5 © By the houfe of delegates, November 22, 1796 : Read the firft time and
¢t ordered to lic on the table. R

| ¢« By order, W. HARWOOD, k.
¢ By the houfe of deiegates, December 10, 1796 : Read the fecond time and will pals.
« By order, W. HARWOOD, ck.”

Which faid bills were feverally read the firft time and o-dered to lie on the table.

The bill, entitled, An aét to authurife the prefident and directors of the Patowmack company to
contract the breadth of the locks at the Great Falls of Patowmack, was read the fecond ume by
efpecial order and will pafs. : ‘ ) .

To the PEOPLE of the UNITED STATES. .-
Friznps and FELLOW-CITIZENS, ' o

THE period for a new cleftion of a citizen, to adminifter the executive government of the
United States, being not far dittant, and the time aébually arrived, when your thoughis muil be
employed in defgnating the perfon, who is to be cloathed with that important truil, it appears to me
proper, efpecially as it may conduce to a more diftin@ expreffion of the public voice, that | fhoutl
now apprife you of the refolution [ have formed, to decline being confidercd among the number of
thafe, out of whom a choice is to be made. , o ‘

I beg you, at the fame time, to do me the juftice to be affured, that this refolution has nat been
gaken, without a firid regard to all the confiderations appertaining to :he relation, which. binds a
dutiful citizen to his country ; and that, in withdrawing the tender of fervice which filence in ry
fituation might imply, I am influcnced by no diminution of zeal for your future intereft 5 no de-
cicncy of grateful refpedt for your paft kindnefs ; but am fupported by a full conviction tat the
fep is compatible with both. . -

The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in, the office to which your fuffrages have twice
called me, bave been a uniform facrifice of inclination to the opinion of duty, and to a deference *or
?i appeared to be your delire. I coaftantly hoped, that it would have been much earlier in my

pawer, confiftently with motives, which [ was not at liberty to difregard, to return to that retirc-

’

ment, from which I had been relu@tantly drawn. The ftrength of my inclination to do this, pre-

. vious to the laft ele@ion, had even led to the preparation of an addrefs o declare it to you; but

mature refedtion on the then perplexed and critical pofture of our affairs with foreign nations, and
the unanimous advice of perfons entitled to my confidence, .impelled me to abandon the idea.

I rejoice, that the flatc of ynur concerns, external as well as internal, no longer renders the pur-
fuit-of inclinatjon incompatible with the fentiment of duty, or propriety ; and- am perfuaded what-
gver partiality may be retained for my fervices, that in tac prefent circumftances of our country,

ou will not difapprove my determination to retire, T
The impreffions with which I fir(t undertook the arduous traft, were explzined on the proper oc-

"cafion. In the difcharge of this truft, I will only fay, that I have with good intentions, contributed

A}

towards -




