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26 VOTES axp PROCEEDINGS, November, 1793

' thus endorfed ; « By the houfe of ‘delegates, December 13, 1793 : Read the firft time and ordeted

“ ¢o lic on'the table. Co ' _ .
‘ « By order, . W, HARWQOOD, clk.
« By the houfe of delegates, December 19, 1793 : Read the fecond time and will pafs.
* By order, , - W. HARWOQOOD, clk.”
_A bill, entitled, A Further fupplement to an a&, entitled, An aé& to regulate the infpection of to-
bacco, pafled November feflion, feventeen hundred and eighty-nine, thus endorfed ; By the houfe
¢ of delegates, December 12, 1793: Read the firlt time and ordered to lic on the table,
¢« By order, ‘ W. HARWOQOD, clk.
¢ By the houfe of delegates, December 19, 1793: Read the fecond time and will pafs.
¢ By order, W. HARWOOD; clk.”
A bill, entitled, An a& for the fupport of Rebecca Fowler, thus endorfed ; ¢ By the houfe of dele~
¢« gates, December 19, 1793 : Read the firft and fecond time by efpecial order and will pafs.
¢ By order, W, HARWOOD, clk.”
The clerk of the houfe of delegates likewife delivers the following refolutions :
By the HOUSE or DELEGATES, Decemser 17, 1793.
ResoLveD, That the treafurer of the weftern fhore, on the application of James Hutchings,
iffue to the faid Jaines Hutchings, or his affigns, a certificate for the fum of £. 393 7 4, bearing an
intereft of fix per cent. from the time of iffuing the fame. :

) Bonrdcr;, » ‘ W. I‘IAR\VOUD, clk.
Bv THE HOUSE or DELEGATES, Decemser 18, 1793.
ResoLveD, That no procefs or cxecution iffuc againft Ignatius Baggett, of Charles county, on

his bond to the ftate, umntil the fifteenth day of May next. .
By order, W. HARWQOD, clk.

By tHe HOUSE or DELEGATES, DecemBER 17, 1793

Resorvep, That the trealurer of the weftern fhore do and he is hereby authorifed to releafe Hen-
ry Ennalls, of Dorchefter couaty, from the payment of fifty-one pounds four fhillings, being the
amount of the improvements found on a piece of vacant land taken up by him, adjoining a traét of
land called Muir’s Good Luck, lying and being in Dorchefter county. :

By order, W, HARWOOD, clk.
All which faid bills and refolutions were feverally read the firft time and ordered to lic on the table.

The clerk of the houfe of delegates returns the bill, entitled, An act to regulate and difcipline the
militia of this ftate; and the bill; entitled, An act for the better regulation of apprentices, with the
following meflages; which were read. . :

By tue HOUSE or DELEGATES, DecemBER 19, 1793.
GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE, , ‘ _

WE return for your reconfideration the bill, entitled, An act to regulate and difcipline the militia
of this ftate. This houfe, on confideration of the amendments propofed by the fenate, have aflented
to all of them except the 7th, gth, 14th:and :6th; from thefe we hope you will recede.  »

By the 7th amendment you propofe, that all apprentices under twenty-one years of age, all a&tu-
al labourers in agriculture under twenty-one years of age, whether hirelings or not, all profeffors
and teachers in any univerfity or college, all fchoolmaiters, all fludents under twenty-one years of
age in any univerfity, college or fchool, fhould be exempted from militia duty.  Should this amend-

" ment be adopted, we apprehend it would exempt a very confiderable part of the militia of this ftate,

and the far greatér part of the perfons who are propoied to be excmpted, are, in the opinion of this
houfe, of all others the moft proper to forin an altive and cfhicient mulitia.  We think the youth of
the ftate cannot be too carly trained to arms, after they have acquired perfonal ftrength fufficient to
enable them to perform militia duty ; and we cannot conceive it would be injurious to any defcripti-
on of perfons who are the objels of the propofed exemption. It morcover appears to us to contra-
vene the tenor of the alt of congrefs, which provides, that the militia of the United States fhall be
compofed (with a few exceptions,) of all free able-bodicd white male citizens between cighteen and
forty-five years of age. It muft be admitted, that'cach ftate have a right to make exemptions; but
in the exercife of this right, it appears to this houfe that it would be iepugnant to the letter and
fpirit of the aclt of congrefs to extend the exemptions to thofe who weuld, if incorporated in the mi-
litia, form fo refpe@able a part of it. ‘

We cannot concur with your gth amendment refpecting shie appropriation of the fines ; they were
impofed for the purpofe of compelling compliance with thef law, not to raife a revenue to the flate.
We are of opinion they cannot be better applied than to the purpofes of the regiment in which they
fhall arife, and that the officers will be more competent than the legiflature to make the application
for the bencfit of the-regiment. Tis truc, the commutation to be received from certain claffes of
citizens by this bill, was to be paid into the treafury, but this arofe fromv a fuggeftion, that perfons
acknowledged by our laws to be confcientioufly fcrupulous of bearing arms, would be equally fo of
paying money to be laid out in arms, and would be better fatisfied if it were paid into the treafury.

The claufe of our bill, which you propofe to ftrike out by the 14th amendment, fecures, in our
opinion, to our fellow-citizens, an invaluable right.  'We mean that of applying to the ufual tribu-
ml of juftice whencver they may find themfelves aggricved by that fummary mode of procedure.
which the neceffity of having an adtive and cfteétive militia has compelled us to fanttion; abufe
of power is almoft infeparable from the pofleffion of any confiderable portion of it, and ought, as far
as poflible, to be guarded againft by the reprefentatives of a free people ; - for thefe reafons we cannot
concur with this amendment, ’ '

‘The




