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~into z®ual fervice) the habits and dutics of a foldier wiil be beft acquired and

VOTES axo PROCEEDINGS, November, 1792, 41
Which' was read the firft and fecond time by efpecial order, affented to, and fent to the houfe of
delégatgs by the clerk of the fenate. R S "

N .

,

harles Carroll, - of Carroliton, Erguirc; from the committee :ippointcd to.‘prectpzirc.a méﬂﬁ;ge‘ftb'dxg

houfe of delegates refpeing the militia bill, brings .in and delivers. tw. the- prefident. the. following. ™

o which was read, agreed to, and fent to the houfe of delegates by, the clerk of:the fenates i
m e . By 'rgmz SE N A T E, DECBM”"S”'” 1792. '
. GENTLEMEN, ' | ‘ ‘

. . - : . - e .
-~ WE lament that vou have reje&ed our amendments to the militia bill, and thae you have returned
it, at this late’period of the feflion, for confideration, “without affigning any reafons -for your rejece

tion of them. - ‘ =

- We caninot recede from the amendments you have rejeted, becaufe the modification propofed, we
think, is a fubftantial compliance with the a& of congrefs, and not liable to the, many evil confe-
quences that would  refult from training, at the fame time, all perfons enrolled between eighteen
and forty-five years of age. On a moderate calculation, the perfons to be enrolled, fgr}d not perma-
nently exempted by the act of congrefs, and our amendments to your l?lll, from militiz duty,), will
amount to thirty thoufand, the daily labour of cach’ of whom may be fairly rated, on an average, at
half a crown ; the four days training, cnjoined by the bill, would, on this calculation, amaunt to

fifteen thoufand pounds ; a ferious lofs to the comm nity at large, but more fo to the perfons imme-

diately fuftaining it. : - . n
The fuppofition is highly probable, that there are not firc-arms in the ftate more than fufiicicnt to
arm feven thoutand men, the number which the divifion we' propofe to train durcing the firlk three
years, would nearly amount to. . L . o .
No.cxigency, we apprchend, can fuddcnlg arifc, which- would authorife the prefident of the United
States to call on this ftate fora greater mumber of militia than four thoufand ; yet, fhould fuch exi-
gency uncxpededly happen, our amendments provide for it , -
The felection preferibed by thofe amendments will be 2 confiderable faving to the flate, and great
eafe to the'pecple. [t muft be admitted that four days exercife throughout the year will not give the
militia even a tinCure of military difcipline ; but when embodicd and oflicered Sﬂxould thdy bé called
‘ earnt by the practice
of the field; and of real warfare, s _ ‘
"T'he principal objedt congrels had in view (as appears to us) was to have the fencible men fo ar-
ranged, that if the peace of the fdcicty fhould be cndangered or attacked by external or internal ene-
mizs, a force might be reddy for its defence, and fo organized as to be able to march on due notice

_of the danger or attack. _

If this was the intention of congrefs, it will be better executed by cur plan than by the one' your
bill has adapted... - - : . : : ,

The bill however, as amended, you may perhaps think is not a compliance with the law of the
United States ; for every falutary purpofe, “the preceding reafons prove, in our opinion, that the bill,
it framed in conformity t> our amendments, would be a real compliance with the principal defign of
the federal legiflature ; but there are not wanting arguments to fhew, that fo amended, it would be a
literal compliance. Itis obfervable, that a difcretionary power, in fome refpes indefinite, is left by the
act of congrefs to the ftate legiflatures.  We may fairly prefume, that not only permanent exemptions
were intended by the fecond fectian of that 2¢t, but temporary exeinptions 2lfo, fhould the refpetive
ftates decin it convenient, or conducive to their interelt to make fuch. The words of the law are
comprehenfive enough to include exemptions of the latter defeription, « All perfons who now are or
““ may hereafter be exempted by the laws of the relpective ftates, fhall be and are hercby exempted
“ from militia duty, notwithftanding their being above the age of cightecen and under the age of
“forty-five years.” S : i

Could words more comprchenfive be made ufe of 7 All perfons, favs the adt, may be exempted
from militia duty by the repeétive ftates, - In virtue of this diferetion left with the ftates, they may
exempt entire bodies of men from militia duty; for inftance, if the legiflature had thought fit, i¢
might furely, under this power, without requiring an equivalent in moncey in licu of perfonz’ fervice,
have exempted all perfons cenfcientioufly fcrupulous of bearing arms 5 this inference you will not

deny, but may perhaps conterd, that thefe exemptions can be conftrued to relate only to fuch as are .

permanent 3 this conftru®ion is not warranted even by the letter of the law, much lefs by its fpirit;
for the words permanent exemptions are not to be found, as placed in oppofition to, or as contia-
diftinguithed from, temporary exemptions. _ ;

The amendments impofe the abligation of enrolling all free white male inhabitants mentioned in
the aét of congrefs (except juch as by that.aét and our amerdments are excepted ;) but they {ufpend
for a term of years the performance of militia duty by thofe who may not be feleéted to compole the
divifion fubjeted to that duty for the firft term of three years,  Why, it may be afked, fhould we
have the power to exempt permanently from militia duty an entirc clafs or claffes of men within the
preferibed age, and not have the lefler power to exempt them for a time only from that duty? Can a
reafonable folution be given to this queftion ? Every reafon of policy, convenience and economy,
make in favour of the leffer power ; the conftitution of the United States, paramount to all laws of
congrefs, juftifics, in this cafe) the affumption and exercife of the lefler power. By that conftitution,
congrefs is to pravide for organizing, arming and difciplining, the militia, and for the government of
fuch part of them as may be employed in the fervice of the I.%nited States ; but the appointment of the
officers, and the authority of training the militia, are referved to the refpe@ive ftates ; wherefore thefe

ftates are at liberty to train their militiz often or feldom, a part or the whole, one part during one period
] - ) L '
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