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" And the following addrefs :

“meafure. ¢

VOTES anp’ PROCEEDINGS, Novembet; 1792, 35
bly therein mentioned, thus endorfed ; ¢ By the houfe of | delegates, December 19, 1792 . "Rcad‘ thc

« firft time and order ie on the table, Voo ~
. , . bj « By order, . _W. HARWOOD,:clk.
« By the houfe of delegates, er 20, 1792 :.Read the fecond tinie by efpecial order and will pafs. .
« By order, - . HARWOOQOD; clk.”

< By Tie HOUSE of"DELEGATES, DEcEMBER 20, 1792 _
To the honourable J O HN HENRY andf RICHARD POTTS.

" GENTLEMEN, -

WE, the legiflature of Maryland, have behtld with great regret the want of fuccefs in two fciréxfz;l

motions in the fenate of the United States, to apen the doors of  their houfe, : v

“"Tho reafons, however cogent, which led to determinations fo oppofite to the already declared fenfe
of a confiderable proportion of the confederacy; remain. Ppprc{fed in that fecrecy which thofe votes
feem defigned to perpetuate.  Left filent acquiefcence may be improperly conftrued into implied ap-

probation, ‘and as fuch tend to weaken the efforts of other, ftates, we do not hefitate again to.declare

“our fenfe againft thofe. determinations of that honourable body.

In free governments the authority and fan&ion of the l;:gvés in a great meafure depend on the influ-
ence of opinion ; the public mind, therefore, cannot be too thoroughly poficfled of the peafons which
influenced their adoption, and if the motives.of meafures fairly cxpofed and generally communicated,
will not fecure them public approbation, they generally furnifh conclufive arguments, againft their
continuance. Myftery is the garb of tyranny; whillt free government, founded on reafon, derives
new ftrength from every inquiry. The duration of the time for which they are eletted, and the dif-
ferent periods at which their offices expire, -render that bpgy, in effe&, permanent. They admit fio
conftitutional mode by which an cutire cha%c could be efteted, fhould ever corruption pervade the
mafs, or taint their proceedings, and they afford but few opportunities of with(.frawing the confidence-
once improperly repofed in individual mémbers. Thefe combined confidérations furnifh additional
and powerful motives for admitting their conftituents to a knowledgé of their deliberations; and to a
minute infpe@ion of their general and individual condué& ; and we hold it no found argument, that
the admiffioff could extend only to the inhabitants of the feat of their deliberations; for we learn ffom

_ expericnce, that the calls of public and private bufiniefs conftantly draw well informed citizens from all

parts of the union to the feat of government ; thefe conftantly going and returaing, would diffeminate
the principles of their deliberations. - But, abové all, the prefs already conveys a general hiftory of
the debates of the houfe of reprefentatives, which, if not accurate, may at all times be corrected by
the publications .of members miflreprefented, and furnifhes all parts of the confederacy with an
ample idea of the conduét of their immediate reprefentatives.  The fame cffeCts may reafonably be
expa&ted from the publication of the debates of the fenate ; but whatever may have been the original
policy or impolicy of the meafure, it has now aflumed a morc'fcrious alpeét.  The refufal of that
honourable body to comply with the urgent defires of fo r {pectable a proportion of their conftituents,
unoppofed by the declared approbation of their canduct By any part of the union, can hardly, we
think, be juftified by any refinement.of theory. If the neglect to open their doors created a jealoufy,
which has hitherto worn the face of remonftrance; or difcovered itfelf in inftructions, requiring that
their legiflative deliberation thould be public, their abfolute refufal to comply,. leems calculated to in-’
fpire fufpicion, and confidence leaves the bofom which fufpicion has once entered, and rarely returns.
We have feen, “with peculiar concern, the little attention which has been paid by one of yourfelves,
our immediate reprefentatives, to the unanimous voice of your conflituents, exprefled in their in-
ftru@ions of the feflion of this legiflature at November laft ; we therefore again, and in more pofitive
terms, aflure you, that we deem a compliance with the withes exprefled from the various parts of the
union, that the doors of the fenate fhould be opened whilft fitting in their legiflative capacity, as ef-
{ential to the prefervation of that entire confidence which' the whole union ought to repofe in that
hanourable body, and we call on you to ufe your unremitted exertions to effe® fo important a.

~ Byorder, | W. HARWOOD, cik.
The bill, entitled, An a& for the relicf of fundry infolvent debtors, was read the fecond time and

will not pafs, and fent to the houfe of delegates by the clerk of the feuate. '

The fenate adjourns until to-morrow morning 10 o’clock.

F R I D A Y, Degember 21, 1792

HE fenate met. Prefent the fame members as on 11ycﬁcrd:1y,, except George Dent, Efquire.,
The proceedings of yefterday were read. '

The prefident communicates to the fenate a letter from George Dent, Efquire, refigning his- feat

in the fenate ; and thereupon the fenate proceeded to the choice of a prefident; the ballot box being

prepared, the ballots were depofited therein, and upon examination thereof it appeared, that William

Perry, Efquire, was ele@ted.  Whereupon, 1t is declared, 'that William Perry, Efquire, is prefident

- of the fenate. A

A Th{tl:_ l()jill, entitled; An aét to regulate the cxportntion; of potath and pearlath, was ordered to be
engrofled. ) ot , )
he bill, entitled, An aé to reftrain the ill practices of, theriffs, and to direct their condutt re-
fpelling runaways, the bill, entitled, An act to revive and aid the proccedings of the orphans court.
of Saint-Mary’s county, the bill, entitled, A Supplement to the aét for the cftablithment and regu-
‘ - K ' lation




