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i VOTES ando PROCEEDINGS; Novemibér, 1791,

o ; BY tie HOUSE or ‘DEIJEGATEs;’ ‘Decemhen 13; 1791,
. 'MAvY_IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, = 2 TEEEE _

return to their réfpedtive familics, propofe to your honours to clofe the prefent feflion on Thurfday the

+ 22d inftant. * We farter ourfelves this propofition ‘will meet the approbation-of ‘your honours, as we |

doubt not every falutary regulation, tending to the welfare and profperity of our conttituents, may be

a&ed on before that period. L .
... .. .. Byorer | W. HARWOOD, clk.
Which was read, and the following meflage was prépared, agreed to, and fent to the houfe of de=

| legates by the clerk of the fenate.

o By T S E Nl ‘A T E, Decemser 13, 1791
. GEyTLEMEN, | R o -
THE fenate, in anfwer to your meflage of this day refpe@ing the time of cloﬁnF the feflion, affure
u, that motives of ceconiomy, and a defire of being at their feveral homes, equally prompt them to
wifh the public bufinefs may permit the general affembly to rife at the time you propofe, and we hope

your houfe will forward fuch bills as are _neceflary:and indifpenfable in due time for_our confideration.

_ By order, H.-RIDGELY, clk.

The clerk of the houfe of delegates delivers a bill, entitled, An a& to repeal an 2@, entitled, An’

a& to afcertain the allowance to the members of the general aflembly, and to defray the expences of

their attendance, thus endorfed ; * By the houfe of delegates, December 13, 179t: Read the firfe

t time and ordered to lic on the table.

R ‘ 5 « By order, | W. HARWOOD, clk.
: ‘I’Bavﬁthc houfe of delegates, December 53, 1791 : Read the fecond time by efpecial order and will
S ¢ By order, . W. HARWOOD, clk.®

The refolution refpe@ing Henry Sibell, was read the fecond time and diflented to, .
The clerk of the houfe of delegates delivers the following addiefs :
: By tue HOUSE or DELEGATES, DecemBErR 13, 1791.
To the honourable JOHN HENRY and CHARLES CARROLL, of CarrRoLLTON, Efquires,
~ reprefntatives of the'ftate of Maryland in the fenate of the United States. :
GENTLEMEN, - . E poo -
IN the journal of the proceedings of the fenate of the United States, tranfmitted to us by autho-

Which was read the ﬁrﬁ time and ordered to lic on the table. <

rity, a propofition; that the doors of that honourable body fhould be open whilt fitting in their legifs
lative capacity, appears to have been made and rejected.  The reafons, however cogent, which led

to 2 determination fo oppofite to the already declared fenfe of a confiderable proportion of the con
racy, remain fupprefled in that fecrecy which -this vote. feems defigned to perpetuate. Left filent
scquicfcence maélbc improperly conftrued into implied approbation, and as fuch tend to weaken th
efforts of other flates, we do not hefitate to declare our fenfe againft this determination of that h
nourable body. - L : A X :

The legiflative deliberations of thefe ftates, both under their colonial and national eftablifhments,
have been generally, if nat univerfally, open:- They derived the praltice from.that country whence

" they emigrated, and habit and prejudice are now ftrongly in favour of a cuftom hitherto uninter-

rupted.  Inniovations, whih are at variance with long'and approved ufage, ought to be fupported by
fubftantial confiderations ; nonie fuch have been fuggelted ;' none fuch, we confefs, occur to our own
refle@ion, . nior can we difcern any reafon why the motives of general and public a&s fhould remain
buried in filence and fecrecy. - o o ' ' ,
In free governments the authority and fan&ion of the laws in a great meafure deperid on the influ-
ence of opinion; the public mind, therefore, cannot be too thoroughly pofleffed of the reafons which
ihfluenced their adoprion ; and if the motives of meafures fairly expofed and generally ‘communicated,
will not fecure them public approbation, they generally furnith conclufive .argument againft their

continuance. - Myftery is the garb of tyranny, whillt free government, founded on realon, derives

pew ftrength from every inquiry. | : 7 ,
. On:thegtft};rmation of the federal conftitution, a greac proportion of America viewed, with a jea-
lous eye, the union of legiflative and executive powers in the fenate of the United States ; -the décla-

- gations of rights of the feveral ftates bad borne united teftimony againit this combination; and wien

the immenfe patronage, both .in the foreign and home departments, attached ta that body, is con

templated, *it may create fufpicion left general laws may be calculated with reference to thofe perfons -
" who are to difcharge their duties. Solicitation and canvafs for office may poffibly.intfoduce a fpirit
. of “niegotiation uniricndly to that difinterefted condu@ fo indifpenfable to equal legiflation. . We
“¥mow of .no. corre@ar of this effe@t of the conflitution of -the body .{fo powerfal as the admiffion or
the public eye. CharaQers will always be there found both ready and capable to dete@ and expofe’

impeoper motives, -if any-fich thould ever arife, and - the prefs, that.modern cknfer of public morals,
woyld then permiﬁiﬁlyj convey, information to their conftituents, which the dignity and fecurity or
thc,’body ot_allow,‘i{whilﬁ' their debates, fecluded from public infpeétion, admit of no impartial
tetimony. - < - . dps- - : - . .. , )

. The duration of the time for which they are ele@ed,.and the different periods at which their offices
expire, render it body in effe pcrnnﬁ{nt. ‘They admit no conftitutional mode. by Whichan ens

tird cha%fﬁ:&ed_, fhould ever gorruption pervade the mak or taint their proceédings,\and

they afford but few pcl’rtumtics of - withdrawing tonfidénce onee #mproperly tepoled in indivi

B

HIS boufe, urged by motives of mOnomy.;ow:irds tﬁéir édhﬂitubnts,‘ and anxioufly defirous‘to -




