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law of ¥he late lord Baltimore, and which adjudication could have no effe&, unlels America
dhould be conquered by the Britith government.  This ftate of facts leaves not the fmalleft room
to dount, that the memoriahift, both fiom intere® and inclination, continued a Britith fubjeét
and d:voted to hir native counuy, wnich, although free, endeavoured, oy lavifhing its blood
and-treafures, to deprive us ot our freedom. We cannot difcover a fingle circumftance in the
cafe of the memorialift, to diftinguifh him from other Britifh {ubjects, and which fhould induce
this government to except him out ot the general law of confifcation, or partially compenfatc
the loffes, which the revolution, that law, and his own condu&t, have brought upon him
Every Britith tubje@, who did not bLear arms againft thefe United States, and whofe propert.
has been confilcated, has an equal if not abetter claim to our commiteration. Y
_ Legiflatures ought to be governed gen rules «nd principles ; their a@s thould not be
lia-le to the reproach of paruality{"4: of an undue preterence.  Lf any retribution ‘thould be
made by this ftate to the memora Ity proportionable compenfation ought to be given to ever
other Britith furjeet.  Will theAfate of our finances, and the heavy debt we have contralted ir{
the defence of our liberty, fuffer fuch appiication bf public monies? The claims of jultice muft
be fatisfied, and we ought tq attend to the diftrefles of our own citizens, occafioned by the de-
predations of the enemy and|otner esin the courfe of the war; but Britith fubjeds, if enti-
tled to any compenfation rortheirflofles, muft ieek redrefs from that government, whofe,injuﬂicc
occafioned them, and of which -y are citizens, T'he attachment of the memorialift to the
Britith government, and tnhe greac loffcs he has incurred, may entitle hitn to the bounty of a
Britith parliament, but can give him no jutt claim to auny compenfation from this legiflature.
The cl.im to quit-icn' s, as 4 fut ﬁltmg uebt recoverable under the treaty, which was urged as a
ground for making a’‘compentatior to, or compro nifz with, the memorialift, has alfo been con-
fidered, and appears (0 us entirely groundlels and inadmiffible, being, as we conceive, incompa-
tible with the [L.vereignty and indepcndence ot this flate ; and we cannot, confiltently with the
duty we owe to our conftituents, do, or fuffer to be done, any aét, that has the moft diftant
tenden.y to create a fuppofition, that any power on carth can place the free people of Maryland
in the degraded condition of ténants 10 a fuperior lo d, a toeigner, and a Britith fubje&®, ~ We
are allo clearly ot opinion, that the quit-rents referved upon the grants of the 1rmer propricta-
ries, were heredie ments fubject to all the rules and confequences of other real eftate, and there-
fore ¢ nnot, confiftenily with law, be peld by «n alien ; and that no part of the treaty of peace
can give the fmalleit (olour to a fuppofition,. that thefe hereditaments, more than others, were
faved or referved.  That the claim of the tormer proprictary to quit rents ceafed upon the decla-
ration of independence, we have not the fmalleft doubt, and we think ihe legiflature alted wifely
in declaring, ‘that the payment of them even to this government fhould never be exaéted, and
that the citiz.ns of this ttate/fhould hold their lands on equal terms wiih the citizens of the other

ftates. {

|

Having ftated our opinions, and the reafons for them, it would be an ufelefs wafle of time to
confer on the memorial of Henry Haiford, Efq; efpecially as we have no caufe to furmife that
your opinion may ve different from ours, as to the principle of making compenfation. '

To prevent the public councils from being dive- ted from more important and neceflary con-
cerns, snd to fave the ‘urther lofs of time upon. this fubjet, we herewith cranfmic a refolve, una-
nimoufly agreed to in this houfe, which, if adopted by yours, will effe€tually obviate the incon-
venicnces juft mentioned.

We flatter ourfelves, gentlemen, that you do us the juftice to believe, that we will cheerfully
confer with you at «ll times, and upon all occafions, in which the public fervice may be pro-
moted by our affiftance, and that our d.clining the propofed conference, does not proceed from
the fmalleft d frefpect, but from an impreflion and belief, that the mode we have fuggefted will
bring the queftion of a compenfation to the fpecdiett conclufion, and confequently be the moft

acceprable to both houfes.
J By order, ‘ ' . J. DORSEY, clk.
Br tue SEN A TE, Decemeer 19, 178s.

T H E ‘memorial of H-nry Harford, Efg; ftating his loffvs, and foliciting compenfation, be-
ing read and confidered, the fenate were unanimoufly of opinion, that the memorialift cannot of
right afk, or this fate confiftently with juftice ro others grant h'm, any compenfation or retri-
bution tor the loffes he ftates in his memorial to have been by him fuftiined in confequence of
the revolution and a&s of our legifl :ture : Wherefore, REsoLvED, That the memoriai and ap-
plication of the faid Henry Hartord, Efquire, be rejected.

By order, J. DORSEY, clk.
Which were read the firft time and ordered to lic on the table, :

On motion, OrDERED, That the memorial of Henry Harford, Efquire, be entered on the

journals of the fenate, :

To the honourable the GENERAL AssEMBLY of MaRrvLAND, the MEM ORI AL of
Henry HarForb, late proprictor.

AN appeal to the diftates of equity and the feelings of humanity is, with peculiar propn’cfy,
addrefled to the reprefentatives of a free flate; and the many inftances of benevolent interpofi-
tion, which have dignifics the a&s of former affemblies fince the revo.ution, evince, that the
genuine principles of liberty are equaliy averfe from unmerited feverity and indifcrinrinate pu-

nifament. Emboldened by this confideration, your memoriaiift hopes, that 'his fallen fortunes
‘ - : will
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