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their public and private virtues, their patrioti{m, and natural and acquired abilities, they will
ftuaioufly avoid the intruducing any one into their body (whetner whig or tory) who will tend
ifl any degree to leflen their unportance’; wnich we fincerely wifh always to fee fupported and
maintained with refpe@, honour, and diguity. We alfo fee no juft ground for your honours to
fear, that, at the next choice ot fenaors, the electors will appoint any fufpicious charallers 1o a
feat in the fenate.  This houte arc not under the lealt alarm tor them clves, nor apprchenfive
that their feelings (as irritanle witn juft caufe as thofe of the fenate) would be wounded, by an
indifcriminate aflociation with tories. It is not probable, that any of the nonjurors will ever be
elcéted to this body ; and if, in fume very few inftances, it fhould happen, we difclaim any fear
from their abuities or addrefs, _ ‘

The fenate further contend, $ that our circumftances render the adoption of the meafure pe-
culiarly improper and impolitic, at this ume.” Phefe circumftances aie, *¢ the late treaty of
peace is not fully cxecu ed by the Brinfh government ; the weftern pofts are not given up; -and
there are many fubjects of ditcuffion between the two countries § veflels of war upen the Lakes
are put in commiffion by the officers of the king ot Great- Britain, and the province of Canada is
frengthened nv a confideranle military force; toe public acts of the B-itith government breathe
rather «n hoflile than a friendly difpofition t,wards this country ; and the Briuth nation bear with - >
imp -tient ch.grin theu lofs ot America, and have no relinquithed their intention of doing us
mifchict.” In addition to thefe very alarming tacts, it is fugettes, ¢ that a war has zhic dy
commenced, or will foon breuk outy in Euiope.” And from the whole a conclufion is drawn,

. ¢ that no wife or henefi p-liti-ian would wifh our fatety, in the fmalleft degr. e, uependent on tne
nonjuro 9.”  All th-f¢ circu nltances comuvined, at firlt view, in hor id phalanx, may, without
refléction, have weig t with, and territy weak minds, and influence them to decide, that this is
an improper apd impohiuic time to allow the nonjurors o vote at eleions.

T he true mode to determ ne what regard is juitly -ue to thefe cireuiitances, is, to examine
each by itfeir, and then put them all in the foaie and weigh them togethir,  Fhis we fhall do,
(not for the inicima ion of your hunours, with whom we cannot conceive they could have any
influcnce ) but for the hen-fic of our contlitucnts. t he acnuffion or the refufsl of nonjurais to
vote at our elections, in our humole op nion, wiil have no influence with the Britith govern-
ment to execute the treaty, and todeliver up or retain the weltern potts. Wealfo con cive, that "‘x{l |
the vellels of wir on the Lakes (it any) will not desive much afitance irom the nounjurors. i

«  TH¥ tew of our peonle who left us during the late war, have jong fince had reaion to repent
their joinng the Briufh ; and the no jurors will n3§ leave t eir conn-xions and property, and
ergage in the knignt-crrant fcheme of caiaung under the Brir fh ftandard againtt :heir counry,
rel tives and triends, and taerr paflage to tne Lakes and Canca, may be a.tenced with fome
dithiculty and bazard, The hoftile intentior of the Britith governmeiit, and their chugiin at the
Jofs ot America, we readily believe, and that they wul do us mifchiet when in their power, we
will not qugftion ; but involved as they are in adeut, the intercit or which a very popular minifter
cannot difcover means to pay, we haa little reafcn to be alarmed on that head ; and if the Bri-
tith nation fhould be fo weak as to revive the wa , the fame cogent motives that inrflurnced the
nstions ot Europe to unite in favour of our independence, will thill operate to induce them to
give us every affi'tance in their power ; and we think the nonjurors will 1ather add to, than di-

minith our ftrength, it we will admit them to the nghts of trecmen.

As your honours ftated the reafons which influenced your concu@, without any expectation
that they would have any Weight with us, you cannot be offended with our afluring you, that °
our opinion was well foundeu ; and we are inclined to belicve, that your reafons were calcu-

Yatcd rather to alarin the prid: and paffi 'ns of our conftituents, than convince thér judgment.

We fo far prefume to differ from the fenate, as to think that no wile politician can {ericufly be-

licve, that the ftate would be in any the leaft poffiole danger from admutting the nonjurois to

the right of fuffiage. '
_We cannot fec the pernicious eff &s you difcover from the adoption of the mealure, which
ou are pleafed to confider as extraordinary and unexpected, and a aifplay of liberality and ill-

Jud!cd tendernefs ; but, as it is rejected by your honours, you will undoubtedly receive the

thanks of the public, for refcuing it from the danger our temerity would have plunged itinto

unlels prevented by your forefight and fteady perfeverance. It we have erred in judgment, we
muft fubmit to the cenfure of our conftituents, and can only confole ourfelves with the reflecti-

on, that our intentions were humane, and, as we thought, politic and wife. 7 .
W. HARWOOD. clk.

By order,
: Mr. Hardcaftle, from the houfe of delegates, delivers to the prefident the following meflage:
| - By tue HOUSE of DELEGATES, January 21, 1785,

Mat IT PLEASE YOUR HOndUks, A
W E have agreed to adjourn till 5 o’clock this evening,
therefore hope your honours will make the neceflary preparation for putti
By order,
The fenate adjourns till 6 o’clock,

P OST M ERIDIEM

for the purpofe of fealing the laws,
ng an end to the feflion.
W. HARWOOD, clk.

The fenate met. ,
The bill, entitled, An a& to impofe duties on certain enumerated articles imported into and

exported out of this flate, and on all other goods, wares, and merchandife, imported into this
ftate, with the following metlages, was fent to the houfe of delegates by William Persy, Efq;B
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