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VOTES anp P ROCE E DINGS, Novemsrs

By rThe HOUSE o DELEGATES, Janvary 24,
. MAY 17T p.gase YOUR HoNougs,

W E expest by yuur meflage in anfwer to-ours on Tue
on l'hurfday, bt being Uilappointed, we are detcrminey

By order,
M, Fraizer, from the houfe of delegates, deliy
with t: ¢ paper njll thereof, which cngrofled bill w

¢ pates, January 21, 1785 : Read and:affenged t

N/
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fday laft, to haye clofed this feffion
(0 put an end to jt ths evcnéhé,

W Hax Woopn! clk.
crs to the prefident the engrofled LiN No. 67,

+s thus ¢ndorfed 5 By the houfe of dele-
o.

C o ‘“ By order, B
Mr, Elzey, from the boufe of delegates, delivers to the prefident the
By rue HOUSE o DELEGA

MayY 1T pLEASE YOUR HONOURS,

A S the reafons aflipned by the ferate are not calculated to in ouf opinion,

{th ugh we decl.red e thould do it if our juigment was convi but centi er
your meflage as a juflification, or rather apolsgy, to your conﬂituc%g,, for your perfevering. in a

. decifipn, which, we think, you have formed without fuficient g
. maintained by o

ounds, and j Jut, muft pe
ther arguments than thole adduces by your honours.
Whether the rcf}u,ring the nonjurors to

the rights of freemen, will reconcile or atrach them

o our government, s 4 tnatter of opinion ; and we think, lenity and inculgence will wip, more

on the temper ang paflions of men, than harfhnets and fevirity. " The humilxating fituation in

which :he norfjurors new ftand, is difgracetul; and they never can love, though tney may fear,

@ government that coprinyes a-oltinétion (v injurious to their teclings, and now declared unne-
ceflary by a VEry great majority of chis houfe, ’

“he fenate entertain an opinion, :hat the nonjurors, from principles inimical o freedom, re

Hufled to take e teft, required from 4l the ciuzens of t

his ftate, in feventeen hundred and fe-
venty cighe; and (oar they are now enemies to our povernment, - We think
Hf not the far o

s that very many,
greattr mare, of the prefent n. njurors, dechned to tike the outh required, from a
very dift rent Canfe, (hay tricndfhipto Great- Britain, or enmity to the revolution, - [ apprars
10 us probacle, 1h- the greater Part ot the quakers, methodifts, dunkers, and wenonifts, re-
fufed to take the tefty fro.n [crupies of confcic nce; which, however crroncous, are entitled (o
every poffible indulvence,  We are weli‘informed, (hat many of the nonjur-rs, in fome of the
counties, were rnifl. by artty! and defigning men, to believe that their religion was i danger,
It is not probable; thar very many of he prefent nonjurors bcclz/ifnc fo, from uny affetion to, or
predilillicn in f.y.q, oy Great-Britain g and it is lefs provacle, that fuch “attachment continues
at this time. Your Fencurs mutt dilcover a‘gr-at alee ation, and the 2pparent reaton ‘or fych
change, in the opini s of menp, before and fince the peace, and the recognition of our ind:p n.

vnce by the crown of xreat- Bricain, by tuiemn tr-aty. - No queition \ap eyer arife un rhe fup-
jet of our ind2pendeng 5 2nd the nonjurors muft clearl

y fee, that all their hopes muft be pl. ced
In this povernmen: aione,

kv-ry poflible expectation of relief from any other power, is for ever
‘cut off. The extremity of folly alone can mzintain a contrary o).ni. n,

The only quertion between the fenate and houfe of delegates js, whether, hima
Fequire, thut the nonjurors thould be only {o far reftored to the rights of citige
elections. e maintain the affirmative, your honours the negative, [t fee
bare it .ting the quettion would determine the geherous and gieat mind, 5
Wwite politician, i ¢he afirmative.  Your honours arguey that our conflyg
CVEry man, having 4 common intereit in, and attachiient to, the com s upy
night of fuftr.ge ; and that ail thofe, who declined to take the oath of fidelit
tne 1ft of Marcy, fevenicen hundred and feventy-cigh:, haye manitellet the

tachment to 1njs fovernmen:, which the conllitution required, and, there
to vote at ele@ings,

. We thall not normation to the 43d article of the form of
vernment, to learn, wnat the proof of the attachment to the commuanity, required, as the fcun.

dation of the right of (utfiage, iy the bill of rights, is this—s¢ ¢hag the perion cffering e yote
for deiepates, fhal] (if required by any three voters) before . he be admitted 1o potly tike the
oath or affirmation of fupport and fidclity to this fate, as prefeiibed jor the conftitudion, or.
which fhould thereatter be diredied oy the legiflatire,” ¢ any perfon of ape, havi:.g the quali-
tations uf’pmpeny and rfidence requited, will take the oath or affirmation, -1i; (he torm of

- overnment, and in the a¢f fur the better fecurity of the government, at any tim, before ke offers
P vats, we hold fuch p:rion entitl.d, by the conftitution, to fuffrage, and that no 'aw cup t.ke

> The conthiturion requires this pioot of artachment 1o the community to pe

- BWVEN before Votes 3 and this right iy v fles, anu becomes complete, on the offer to take the tet
betore the exercife of tuffrase in the ele@jop 3 and, therefore, any law requiring this teft, before

or take away a right given by the conflitution, fuperior to any law.
The w s, o admiflion (o office, is very different. :
. The t:nate ape “pprehenfive, thae, if
Will be choien 5
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the nenjurors are made eligib!
4no, by their arts and addrefs, embarrafs and peipl
» U.at th: fenate can have no fears, that the
acters they fufpeét and defpilc ; at feaft

€X our public councijls,
y thould be forced to an aflocia-,

» for two years, The fenate will hll
period 5 and, as they know, that their confequence, weighe,

government, muft eyer flow from the opinion entertained by the people of
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