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| 16 VOTESAus PROCEEDING S ‘Novemnen 1785,

| "parifh, praying’ that Anne-Atundel .cointy Edurt ‘thiy bt  empoweted to levy a fum ‘of mo.

i 'gaer'yl‘g:i l:héyiiigibiqdﬁs of the faid parifh, for the' purpofe of difchatging a debt contra&ed by the

1 " veflry ih thie'year 17733 which Were redd, teferred to the confideration of the loufe of dele-
| “gates, and fent by Jobn Henry, Efy; " St b e

George Plater, E(g;. from the conferrees appoiated to confer with' the chievalier 'd’ Anmours,
brings in and delivers fo the prefident the followihp reportt =~ ™'

’IgH_E conferrees of the fenate, appointed to meet and confer with the conferrees of the houfe
of delegifes on the memorial of the chevalict d’Anmours, conful-general of France, have accord-
ingly, in obedience to the order of the fenate, met and conferred with the conferrees of the houfe

. 'of delegates, ‘and the chevalier d’Anmours, on the ' feveral fubje@s of his faid memorial, and

~.aave agreed to:reporty -that.it may be proper to dire& the: governor and council “to furnifh the

faid chevalier d’Anmours with an exequator in due form, he having been admitted - and recog-

nifed by the United States, in congrefs affembled, as conful-general of France for this flate, the
commonwealth of Virginia, the Rates of North and South-Carolina, and Georgia, and having !

- yPreduced to the conferrecs the appointment and commiffion of his fovereign, his Moft Chriftian

f&ch&z,_,gpd the ¢xequator of congrefs, duly‘éttcﬁcd_ by the fecretary thereof. That it appears

"jult aind feafonable to the conferrees, that duties on damaged goods thould be paid according to

! . their value, as fuggefted by the chevalier ’Anmours, which value, they conceive, ought to be

e ‘sftditdingd by ‘the odths of two impartial men, judges of goods, one to be appointed by ‘th¢ na-

valiofficer, the:dther by the owher or owners of the goods imported and damaged, and in. cafe .

1 of difagreement, the perfons fo appointed to call in a third perfon, to determine likewife on

i % oath the faid value. That when veflels of foreign nations in amity and alliance with the United
i
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’States, are compelled by ftrefs of weather, or damage received, to'entéer ifito the ports or har-
. bohrs of this ftate, t6 which they were hot originally deftined, to avoid being fhipwrecked, or
2y to repair their damages,_ that they ought not to be fubjeed to the payment of any duties but on

f the goods Janded and fold, and if it fliould be neceflary to land the whole, or part of the cargo,
It . to refit the veflel, the goods fo lafided ought to be ftored in fome convenient warchoufe under
i ! "~ lock and key, to be ket by the naval-officer, and fubjet at all times “to hi$ infpe@ion. That
W when veflcls enter into post or harbour of this ftate for the purpofe of trafic, and cannot meet
5 with a fuitable fale for the¥r cargoes, and do not break bulk, that then the cargoes of fuch vef-
art fels ought not to be fibje& to any duties impofed by this ftate for its feparate emolument; and
i if the'importers of any goods, when landed, not finding a ready or advantageous fale, choofe to
, refhip fuch part thercof as they canngt difpofe of to -their fatisfaion, that licence fhould be
. given them for that purpofe by the naval-officer, without fubjeing the goods fo refhipped to
any duties impofed by this ftate for its feparate emolument, and if any duties have been paid,
o that the fame ought to be repaid to the impotter, the mafters of {ach veffels, and the importer
’ -or:owner of the goods fo refhipped, fiift giving their bond, with fufficient fecurity, to the naval-
) .officer, that the faid goods fhall not be relanded in any parst of this ftate, and previoufly - fatisfy-
JT‘ : ing the faid haval-officer for the fees due, and that the faid goods were legally imported.
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‘Phar the conferrees arc unanimoulfly of opinion, that the introduion of chambers of com-
| © | merce, for the fpeedy decifion of ‘controverfies arifing between our citizens and forcigners ir‘a‘ding _
’ to this ftate, would be highly advant‘:ﬁeous to commerce, by removing thofe delays, which tri-
f‘i als at.common Jaw and,in the coust of equity are liable to. However, -notwithftanding the-uti-
gl Jity of fuch chambers, the conferrecs conceive, that they cannot be introduced into this fate, ‘a
1 being contrary to the deglaration of rights, without urfuing the mode chalked out by the con-
} ftitution when any altefation thereof is intended. he conferrees beg leave to obferve, that the
delays in recovering debts by the ordinary procefs of law, are ‘unfavourable to commerce in ge-
; neral, and peculiarly- oppreflive- with'refpet to forcigners ; how far it may be judged advifable 10
| quicken legal proceedings, or fubjedt with the confent of parties all mercantile difputes even be- |
tween citizens to the:decifion of chambers of commerce, is fubmitted to the wifdom of the le-
giflature. The conferrées take the liberty to fuggeft, that in their opinion Yuch a fpeedy mode
ofitrialiwould deter many of our improvident citizens from the too frequent and pernicious prac-
| tice of involving themfelves in debt, to the utter ruin of their familics, to'which pra&ice the
l refent fyflem of law,.at leaft the adminiftration of juftice, gives too much encouragement,
A g’our conferrees know of no law authorifing naval officers to detain the clearances or other do-
“ cuments of veflels 5 fuch ufage, they 9pprehend, has been introduced for mutual convenience,
I and to fecure the' payment of the duties; yet as it is reprefented by the chevalier d’Anmours to
. i ke contrary to the praice of thofe nations among .which his Moft Chrittian Majefty maintains
i i . confuls, a:Zé"'conﬁ:rrct‘:i'zu':f of opinion, ‘that it would .be, prudent .in.thjs inftance to conform to
;, the ufage and cuftom of other commercial nations, and to permit the documents belonging to
“ thi veflels Ofﬁi'&;Mﬁﬁ:th’&'?‘\M ¢fty to be.lodged with his conful or deputy confuls,. to be
! delivered to the maflers of (ug,l;',,v;;a,@lp‘by‘ him or his deputics, on his or.their receiving. a certi-
i ficate from thelniygl;' ficer, that F’bcff@"gf officc, and that the dutics..impofed by this ftate for -
' its, fpparate emolument, have'been'duly paid, :
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