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By tue HOUSE or DELEGATES, Janvary 3, 1783,

Whereas there is due to the late governor the fum of one hundred and fifty-eight pounds two
thillin.s and fix-pence, ( ._

Resorvep; That the faid {um be paid to him or his order, out of the firft money which may
come into thetreafury, and not appropriated to any particular purpole.

. , By order, W. HARWOQOD, clk.
Which was read and ordered to lie on the table.

Meflieurs Seney and Sewell, from the houle of delegates, deliver to the prefident a bill, enti-
tled, An aé& for the relief of Pdward Hargadine, a languifhing prifoner in Queen-Anne’s county
aol, endorfed; *¢ By the houfe of delegates, January 3, 1783: Read the firft and fecond time
y efpecial order and will pafs. , |
¢ By order, _ W. HARWOOD, clk.”
Meflicurs Hopper and Duvall, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident a bill, en-
titled, An act tor the relief of William Knott, of Méntgomery county, endorfed ;. By the
% houfe o{f delegates, January 3, 1783: Read the firft and fecond time by efpecial order and
¢ will pafs. ‘ e .
P ‘“ By order, ° : W. HARWQOD, clk.”
Alfo a bill, entitled, An a& to relieve nonjurors from certain difabilities, endorfed; *¢ By
¢ the houle of delegates, December 21, 1782 :- Read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table.
) “ By order, W.HARWOOD, clk.
¢ By the houfe of delegates, January 3, :383: Read the fecond time and will pafs.
. ¢¢ By arder ’ . W. HARWOOD, clk.”
Alfo the bill, entitled, An a& to prevent the fubje&ts of an enemy from coming into this ftate,
with the following mefiage : ,
‘Br tur HOUSE or DELEGATES, Janvary 3, 1783,
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, .
W E wifh you had communicated to us the reafons whick induced you to put a negative on
the bill to prevent thé fubjets of an enemy from coming into this ftate, 3
We cannot conje&ure the caufe of your diffent to a prohibition, founded, in our opinion, on
the principle of felf prefervation. - We return you the bill, and will briefly affign the motives
which influenced ‘us to pafs it, and flatter ourfelves they will be fufficient, on further confidera-
tion, to procure your affent. By the aét for naturalization, it was provided, that every perfon,
who fhould come into this ftate, from any nation, kingdom, or ftate, and renounce hié former
politicil conne&ion, and take an oath of allegiance to this government, fthould thereby become
a fubje@. Since the paffage of this law, Teveral fubje@s of Great-Britain came from that king-
dom, agd were admitted by the governor and the council to renounce their fubjection to the
crown of Great-Britain, and to take the oath of allegiance to this ftate, and thereby entitle
them(elves to the privileges of citizens. It is doubted whether the general expreflions of the law,
inviting foreigners of every nation to come and, fettle among us, can juftify the admiffion of fub-
jedts of Great-Bri-nin, or any other power during the time of war, At the {ame feflion the law
paffed, the general aflembly, by refolve, requefted the goveinor to caufe the a& to be printed,
and difperfed in the different parts of Great+Britain and Ireland.  This dire@ion of the legifla-
ture has been confidered by fome, as an invitation ‘to the inhabitants of thofe kingdoms to ac-

- cept the offer of becomin? fubje&@s of this ftate. As the law made no excéptions againft any

fubje&r of an encmy, thofe who had been the inftruments of commencing and profecuting the
war, and even thofe who left this ftatebefore the formation of our government, and to whofe
arts and mifreprefentations the continuance of the war may, in great meafure, be imputed,
might claim a right under it to come into our ftate, and become our fubjedts, There is no limi-
tation as t@ number, and no difcretion lodged any where, to reje& the moft inveterate of our
esemies. The liberty fuppofed to be granted by the law has been already abufed, and we think
prudence and policy would diate an alteration of it. If you think that our honour is engaged
to the people of Great-Britain and Ireland, by the circumftance of difperfing the law amon
them, and that they might juftly complain we invited them to come among us, and afterwards,
without notice, pa&ed a law,-4ubje&ing them to punifhment, we imagime this objeétion might
be removed, by commencing the alt at fome future day. We do not think this neceffary, but
would rather have a law to prohibit our enemies at {c_ae time from coming among us, than to
Jeave it open for ever.  We hope the fubftance of the bill will meet your approbation, and if
exceptionable in the manner, that you will propofe fuch amendments as you think will better
eniwer the objet in view. : S '
By order, . W. HARWQOD, clk.
1‘h'VVhit.!h was read, and James M<Henry, Efq; appointed to draught a meflage in anfwer

ereto. .

The bill, entitled, An aé for the relief of Edward Hargadine, &c. the bill, entitled, An a&
concerning eftates tail ; the bill, entitled, A fupplement fo the a& for the liquidation and pay-
- ment
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