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After the word ¢ ena@ed,” in the firft line of the fixth page, infert, )

‘¢ that the governor and
the members of the councily the members of the general aflemoly, the chancellor, the judges of
the general court and of the court of appcals,

and judge of the court of admiralty, delegates of

congrefs.” In the eighth line of the cigitecnth page, itrike out from the word *¢ according” to
the word ¢ delegates” inclufive,

The refolution refpe@ing Alexander Sy:mer was read, aflented to, and fent to the houfe of
delegates by William H.numan, Lig;

The bill to fettle 2nd pay the civil lift, and other expences of civil government, was read the
fecond time and will n..t p.fs, |

On motion, Matthew Tilghman, Charls Carroll, of Carrollton, John Henry, and Charles
Carroll, Bar:ift.r, E(qui es, ure appointeu a conmittee to draught a meflage to the houfc of dele-
gates, nformirg them of the orj.ciions to the bill for the payment of the civil ift,

His Exce.lency the governor communicates to 'the prefisent fundry letters from the council to
the financier and the fecretiry at war, with their anfwers, relative to the cloathing troops within_
the flate; and a letter from major Daviifon to the governor, reprefenting the prefent diftrefled
fituation of the troops at the puft o' Annapoiis, and requcfting they might be {upplied ; which
were read, anu fent co th- houle of delega.es by Matthew Tilghman, Efg;

T': e fenate acjeurns till to-morrow morniny g o’clock.,

-

T H U R § D A Y, December 12, 1782,

HE fenate met. Prefent as on yefterday. The proceedings of yeflerday were read.
Fhe witnefles on behalf of Nathan Levy are returned fummoned. .

Jobn Henry, Efq; brings in and delivers to the prefiient a uvill, entitled, An a& to confirm
ceriain purchales of confilcated Britufh property ; which was read the fi.ft time and ordered to
lie on the table. A

A petition from fundry the inhabditants of Worcefter county, praying that the regifter of the
land-offi. € might be directed not to grant warrants to affect thofe par:s ot Bald-Beadh, calculated
for fslt making, where the applicants have no other view than to monopolife the manuhétmﬁn;
of that article ; was read, zmd referred to the confideration of the houfe of delegtes. - :

Matthew Tilghman, Efg; from the committee appointed te draught the meil.ge on the civil
lift bili, brings in and dclivers to the prefident the following; which was read, offented to; and,
with the il ror the payment of the civil lift, and the above pe.ition, fent to the houfe of dcle-
gates by John Henry, Ef(q;

By tue SEN A T E, Decemser 11, 1782, ' ‘
GenTLEMEY,

THE biil, entitled, An a& to fettle and pay the civil lift, and the other expences of civil
government, may be confidered by you as a money bill, to which our affent or diffcnt only can
be given, and as you might have deemed it impreper in us to make any alteration, we have re=
turned it with a negitive, we might otherwifle have offered fuch amendms:n:s as would have met
with your approbation ; we are therefore under the neceflity of commuaicaiing to you, by mefs
fage, the reafons of our diilent, ' ‘

You will readily believe, gentlemen, that we do not mean to leave the officers of government
unprovided for, on the coatrary, we would willingly beftow on them liberal, though not pro-
fufe, falaries; but when the weight of taxes, already fo fevercly felt by the people, is likely to
con'inus, and even to be encreafed by an heavy accumulating 1ntereft upon a large dent, tor
which no funds are yét provided, and our quota of the cont:nental debt and intereft remains alfo
unprovided for, the firicteft ceconomy in all our 2ffairs is certainly become necefl.ry ; we there~
fore think, that the falaries of the gentlemen of the council might be lowered to three hundied
pounds each, the auditor-general three hundred vnd fitty pounss, and his deputy one hundred
and fifty pounds, and the clerk of the council two hundred pounds, the rreafurers office we ar
of opinion may well je executed for fix hundred pounds to the principal, out ot which he might
employ affiftant cierks. _ ]

We have another obje&ion to the bill, more weighty than that already mentioned. The in-
dependency of the judges is efl:ntial to the impartial ditpenfation ot juttice; this principle can-
not be queftion=d, :nd is recognized by the declaration of rights, for in puifuance of the prin-
ciple that decluration provides, ¢¢ that falaries liberal, but not protufe, ought to be fecured to
the chancellor and judges, during the continuance of their commiflions.” Their falaries bave
hitherto been fetcled annually by the civil Lt bill, and confequently cannot be faid to be fecuretl
to them during the continuance of their commiffions, 1t may not be improper to fettle annuail
the f{alaries or officers annually chofen, nothing at leaft in our conttitution cxprelsl_y militates
againit an annual regulation of thg falaries of fuch officers ; but an annual regulation of the
judges falarics, is repugnant, as we conccive, to the letier and fpirit of the conftitution, v_vhnclg

' mean




