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VOTES axo PROCEEDINGS, Ocroﬁnk, 1780. 43

Which was ordered to be engrofled. o
The engroffed bill No. 37, was read amd affented to, and with the paper bill thercof, fentto =~ -
the heufe of delegates by Brice T. B. Worthington, kiq; , ' :

Meflieurs M*Comas and Hungerford, from the houle of delegates, deliver to the prefident the '
paper bill No. 37, endorfed; By the houfe of delegates, January 30, 1781 : The qnggoﬂ'ed-‘ .
«¢ bill whereof this is the original read and affented to. ' Rt

o *“ By order, F. GREEN, cll®:7" -

Meflicurs Clagett and Hindman, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident thebitle . 3.
entitled, An aét to feizg, confifeate, and appropriate all Britith property within this ftate, whth -
the following meflage : p : !& ,_

. By tsz HOUSE or DELEGATES, Jawvary 30, 1781, R

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, - L . o
"W E have confidered your propofed amendments to the bill to feize, confifcate and appropriate .
all Britith property within this ftate, and have agreed to your amendment to confine the indeth=
nification for propeity deftroyed on the land fo fuch only as may bz taken away or deftroyed within
the ftate, The other amendments we have not agreed to. They are reducible to ‘three heads @
An exception of debts from confifcation ; an exception of imported merchandife from property,~
the value of which, on its being taken away or dcftroyed by the enemy on the land, is promifed
by the bill to be indemnified ; and to ftrike out the promife of indemnification propofed by the
bill for unrigged veflels already taken ot deftroyed by the enemy, and unrigged veilels which
may be fo taken or deftroyed within twenty days after their being launched. o

As to the-firft, we fee no eflential difference between confifcating debts and any other proper<
ty; if it was neceflary to wait till the example is {et by our enemies in the individual it ftance; it
is not wanting in cffect in this, as the truftees of the public ftock in the fupds have iefufed to
pay the bills drawn upder an act of affembly, as mentioned in the bill ; and te that may be added  {USaN
the almoft general praltice of protefting bills of exchange, where there are effeéls, which took ’“_’ﬁ; 'y
place after the laft confignments of tobacco in the «year 17755 moft of the people of this ftate :
who were indebted to Brtith merchants, when there was a profpe& of the ufual intercourfe’
ceafing, made extraordinary remittances ; their exertions were acknowledged and applauded, but"
not imitated by gheir enemies, ‘who have generally kept their hands fhut on what they could get
into them. But fo far as the debts ga to pay debts,. it cannot be confidered a conhication of
them with fo much propricty as a juft application of the debtor’s effeéls to fatisfy his creditor,
who has alteady been kept too long out of his money ; and if the remedy is to be by attachment
in the common courfc of law, there is little probavility of any balance remaining, as uch of
the fubjelt will be funk by the chatges.

If your hunours, however, fhould not fully agree in fentiment with us on this poiht, and
wave your propofed amendments, and are, as we prefume you mult be, defirous of an applitation
of debts to pay debts, inciuding that due to this ftate on account of the bank ftock, and to put .
the matier in fuch a wayp that there may be no payments or remittances of any kind to thofe who
may be in the Britifh dominions, and to prevent fecreting of embezzling books or evidenees of
thofe debts, we fhall concur with you in proper meafures for that purpoie, leaving the balance,
if any, fubjedt to the difpofition of the general aflembly. ' | _

1 The exception of imporied merchandiic fcems to us not to be founded on principle ; when ime
ported merchandite is on the land, fecured perhaps in the fame houfe with home produce op
manufaétures, and botn are teken away or deftroyed together, re«fon_cannot difcriminate bee
tween them, nor can it if one fhould belong to one friend, and the other to another ; indeed, -
imported merchandifes more gencrally belong to trders to forcign parts, ‘and they are ufually .
kept in the fa?e towns or plices where confideiable quantities oi country produce are collefted ;
the laft is gen rally a principal otjeét with the enemy to attemipt the wholc 5 if the owrlers of the '
houfes, the collected produce, and the imported merchandifes, arc equally well affeited citizensy . &
they feem equally entitled, by the principles of juttice and po'icy, to cqual indemnification ; nor °
does any reafon occur to us to diftinguifh between the owner of a veflel on the ftocks, and him
whd has juft launched his, and has not time, with his beft diligence, to get her rigged in order:”
10 her removal ; cither knew of a poflibility of the enemy deftroying bhis labour laid out on'a -
veilel, before or after the may have been launched ; both had cqually a view of profit from the
undertaking, and the man who builds a houft, or plants a crop, knowing the like poflibility of
deftruction to either, does fo for his convenience, pleafure or profi, but none of the whole lays
out his labour with the expe@ation of having it taken away or deftroyed. ‘The amendment, io
far as it goes to také away the bencfit defigned by the bill in favour of any pcr@n who may
have had his unrigged veflel taken away or deitroyed, we apprehend, muft be proper br impeo~ .
per, according as the provifion in tavour of thofe who may already have had their other propcﬁy o
taken away or deftioyed is proper or improper, they both appear to us to be propet, and ftands -
ing on the fame teafon ; if indeed, the owner of an unrigged veflel, or any other property, takeh
avay |
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