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a 'VOTES axp PROCEEDINGS, Maxrca, 1780.,""

the engroffed bill No. 30, with the paper bill thereof, which engrgﬂ'cd bill was thus endorfed;
<& By the houfe of delegates, May 16, 1780: Read and affented to.

. . = " « By order, - , F. GREEN, clk.”
" Alfo the journal of accounts, thus cndorfed ; ¢ By the houfe of delegates, May 16, 1780:

.

. ¢¢ Read and aflented to.

. . « By order, F.GREEN, clk.”
= The'engrofled bill No. 30 was read and affented to, and the paper bill thereof fo endorfed.

The bill, entitled, An a& for finking the quota of this ftate of the bills of credit emitted by
congrefs, waé read the firft and fecond _time by efpecial order, unanimoufly rejeéted, and, with
the bjll, entitled, An a& to prevent Nits being brought or continued by any perfon or perfons
refiding in the Britifh dominions, with the following meflage, fent to the houfe of delegates by

By tuz S EN A TE, Max 16, 1780,
GaxTLEMEN, , . '

AFTER much time had been fpent between the two houfes upon your bill for bringing into
the treafury the fum-of-twenty millions five hundred and forty thoufand dollars, and finking the
fame, according to the requifition of congrefs, and you declined to anfwer our reafoning for
ftriking out the two claufes objeéted to, a8 being unconftitutionally conne&ed, you called for
our afient or diffent to the bill, and not being at liberty to propofe amendments, we were forced
into a diffent; byt confidering the extreme urgency of affairs, we thought it proper, at the fame
time we rejected your bill, to propofe, that if you would feparate the claufes, we would pafs the

s bill, though we had objellions to many other parts, and propofed further to confer with mem-

“ders from your houfe on the fubje& of making the new bills a legal tender, upon juft and cqual
principles, provided the fame was conne&ed with a revifion and proper alteration of the prefent
- gender law : to this propofal you acceded, and after what was done in confequence thereof, we
are furprifed to find, that, with the biil now fent us for finking the quota of this ftate of the bills
of credit emitted by congrefs, different from the former bill only in the titley you have again blended
the claufe for making the new bills of credit a legal tender, and that it was accompanicd with 2
meflage, only promiling to revife the prefent tender law at the next fefion of affembly, and en-
gaging not to allow any cender hereafter made, except {uch as you “mention, and others which
may merit the attention of the general affembly.
hus, after fpending many days to no purpofe, we find ourfelves juft in the fituation we were
in at firft, except that you have not inferted the claufe for pledging the faith of this ftate for the
redemption of the convention bills of credit, and the ftate loan-ofiice certificates, without abate-~
ment or difcount, and our objection to your firft bill, grounded upon the x1th article of the con-
fritution, is not removed by the prefent bill : this article {ecures to the fenate the liberty of deci-
fion on all bills, and a right to propofe amendments, except to maney bills, and has wilely pro-
vided, *¢ That the fenate may be at full and perfeét liberty, to exercife their judgments in paffing
Jaws, and they mayrnot be compeHed by the houfe of dclc(gatcs cither to reject a money bill,
which the emergency of affairs may require, or to affent to fome other a& of legiflation, in their

~ confcicnce and judgment injurious to the public welfare, the houfe of delegates thall not, on any

occafion, Of under any pretence, annex to of blend with a money bill any matter, claufe, or
thing, not immediately .elating to, and ncceflary for, the impofing, aff fling, levying, or ap-
plying, the taxes or fupplies to be raifed for the fupport of government, or the current expences
of the frate.” Mott certainly the claufe in queftion is not immediately relating to, and neceflary
for, the impofing, aflefing, levying, or applying, the taxes or fupplics to be raifed for the fup~
port of governgent, or current cxpences of the itate.

The only reafon which you have affigned for tackin% this claufe to a money bill, does not
warrant the proceeding ; for even admittinig that the making thefe bills a legal tender would give
them credit, yet the givinz them credit is not neceffary for the impofing, all:fling, levying, OF
apflying, the monics Titended to be brought in by the bill. Whether making the new bills a
Jegal tender would add to their value, is mere matter of opinion, and we cannot fupprefs our
affonifhment, that this theuld really be yours, after {o full an experience of the inefficacy of the

refent tender law in that refpect; aimilar law, fo f.r :rom irducing our people to place a con-
dence in, and receive the new bills at the value of tpecie, would, 1n our epinion, occafion fuf-
picion, that they will not attually be worth as much gold or fuiver 8s the face of them may cn-
tille the bearer to receive ; if their real {h uld be equal to their nomin | v.lue, there will be no
neccflity to compc] perions to receive them at any fixed and déter~ine value; if not, the in-
juttice of torcing them on crediiors at a lefs value thin what they circulate at 1s felf evident s in-
deed tuch a conpuliem, inttead of giving credit to a paper cuirncy, will ever depreciate ite
“Tyeutars, who i moft como-unities conftitute a very confiderable part or the prople; finding their
account in difcharging toeis dedtsin a depreciated ppr cur ¢ncy, will never in line to cﬁ‘abh{h
fure funds to raife 1ts value, becauie tie more the currency depreciates, the lets property will pay

the debts. A : |
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