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I'he fame rule will not apply to the property acquired by fubjeits of ditinlt and independcnt na-
-tions, at the time of its acquirement. Thele know, or might know, the laws re(peling the
property of alicu enemies in fuch fates; they therefore acquire it, knowing on what terms the ac-
- qu fition is made, and to what rifk 1t 18 liable, 1n caie of a rupture pctwecn their own and that
‘nation in whofe damiitions property is acquired; and upun this principle, to wit, that the perion
who acquires proptrq"iﬂ s foreigs country knows fuch property can be taken from him by law,
whenever 8 war happens between his {uvereign and the ftate in which fuch property is acquired,
“the right of fuch foreign {tate to take {uch property is founded. The confequences therefore de-
duoible from this principle are inadmiffible, in all fuch ca’es to which the principle itfelf wall not
properly apply: e , :
*", And though the perfons affected by your bill refide in an enemy’s country, and while thus re-
fiding ave amenable to its laws, yet we cannot fee the juftice of aiffufing the guilt of the Briufh
‘king and parliament to all individuals refiding in that country, fo as to work a forfeiture of their
property and deprive them of their eftares, becsufe they may be gvxll'mg and defirous to become
fubje&s of this ftatc, upon potice given that they wonl‘d be _rv_:cu’vcd as fuch. Qur opinion on
this {ubjed is thortly this, - W e conceive the declaration of mde_pgpdcncc, made upon the very
principle of preferving {iberty and property, deﬂroycd no right which might be po cfled confiit-
. ently. with that princigle, and compatible with the fovercignty of the feveral ftates. That pet-
{ons, other than refugees, refident in the Britifh dominions, and ‘claiming property in this ftate
-acquired before the declaration of independence, ought, on becomifig {ubjeéls, to poffefs that
property, lisble to the fame taxes and itnpofitions which other citizens pay this equity and rea-
fon-ditate, though policy may refufe to extenq to th.em,'dunng the war, all the privileg's of
-eitizens refulting: from our gove: nments and which of right they cannot clsim ; that there having
been no.time limited to make their cle@ion, nor the confequences of = negle@ or refufal to make
-jt announced, this ought now to be done. | :

As to the policy of the propofed meafure, and eafe to the people of this ftate to be dersived
from it, permit us to obferve, that fuppofing an a& was now pafled for the feizure and confif-
cation of Britifh propetty, tbere muit nsceitarily be a confiderable time fpent in the difcovery,
condemmtion; fale, and turaing into money, {uch part of this property as you wifh to difp.fe
of 3 o that we apprehend, no great cafe from tire prefent tax would be given by a fale of any
part of it, nor that a mortgage of the tefidue, as a fpecific fund, would add fuch credic to the
pew bills to be iffued by congrefs; as duties and taxces judtcwuﬂy laid, carefully colle®ed, and
faithfully applied; efpecially as this property is to be appropriated, in the firft place, to pay all
the juft claims of th's ftite and the {ubjeéts thereof on Great-Britain.  Befides, the retention of
_this property, and the final difpofal of 1t for the ufes by you propofed, are not of that nature, as
to be neceflarily conneéed with the cftablifhment of our indcpendence; for it cannot efcape any
perfon;, that thereis at leaft a probabulity that a reftitution of this property will be infifted on by
Great-Britain; in the negotiation for peace which muft fome time or other take place, between
the p:cfent belligerent powers ; 2nd 1t will appear equally probable to every perfon w o will give
“himf{elf the trouble to think on the fulje&, that the war will not be protra&ted for the fake of
our holding this property. Hence it {eems uareafonable to expe&, that the new bills will derive
an additional credit from the mortgage of & precarious property, which probably may no longer
be fubje& to the dirc&ion and application of the legiflature, when the term for the redemption of
the bills arrives. A reftoration of that property to the prefent ownests, or the payment of its trus
value. will deftroy the funds ; and either may kappen, although our independence fhould be

i campletely eftablifhed, in conformity to the wifhes ot every vi tuous American, |
i EEAN You firenuoufly infift on the neceflity of confifcating tne propecty of individuals, and mort-
I gaging it as a fund for redeeming the new bills to be iflued by congrefs, although that fund
i would certainly be precarious, tor the reafons already afligned, and confequently give but little
‘ value or credit to thofe bills ; and yet you have not propoted to appropriate our proportion of the
(EO back lande to this very purpofe. You cannot queftion our right 1a common to thofe lands, or
Mg | § _ that the United States will not acknowledge that nghe, if properly urged and enforced. True
i<} policy and juftice will induce them to make thofe lands common ftock, trom which a few fRates
will never derive any confiderable exclufive advantage. T o rendcr them ufeful to the whole of
the United Stdtes, and to each ftate in particular, the authority of all muft interpofe, to regulate
on what conditions the lands thall be purchafed and held by the purchafers, and to dcfine the
limits of fuch {tates as are not accurately defined, to ereét new g vernmentss, and to prefcribe
the terms upon which they fhall be admited into the prefent umon,  Thefe bick or weftern
. lands, if ihey have been ceded to the Britifh crown by the natives, or purchafed from them, we
B vy . have the right te fubuuc, and keep, 38 the public property of our encmy j. fo, unquettivnarly,
'k T we have a right to indemnity ourfelves for the damages and cxpeaces of the war, out of that kind
o of property.  Befides, the conqueit and retention of this country is neceflary to fecure our inte=
A pendence, and cannot be given up coniifte ntly with our fatety 3 and it fo, that necefity will
jultity the meafure. T hbe oifference betwecn 2 right to feize the public property 0. an cAcmYy
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