vo TES anp PROCEEDING S, MA‘RKCE, 1780. §5

. L . I , S ' . ) k ) e

ceive, to deftroy fach private rights of property as bad besn antecedently acquired in this coun-
t;y b: pcrfons who happencd to be in the Britith dominions at the time independence was de-
clared. , _ C

- Our opinian, that the confequence which you deduce from the delaration of independence
and upo: which you formed your till, did not refult from that a@, is founded on thé¢ _f.no,ﬁ,é
confidcrations. i_t was well known, that there were-many perfons refiding in Eogland. and other
parts of the Britifh dominions, when the declaration o? ndependence was made, who were
friends to America, and to whom the intention of taking that ftep could not be known. If cen-
grefs could have fuppofed a conftru@ion would be given to the declaration of independence, .to
deprive alf refidents in the Britifh dominions of propeity in this couptry, we prefume they would
bave been explicit and particular in declaring this confequence, 4nd woule have given notice,
‘that thofe who intcnded to hold their property, and become fubjeéts of the United Scates, Tlpenutd

Tcpair to fome one of them, by a particular day, or relinquith ail claida to property within  the
fame ; for if forfeiturc was the certain confequence of not being in America whea independente
was declared, and all peifons, then refidents of Great- Britain or other parts ot the Briuth domi-
nions, became aliens, incapable of Lolding p:operty, though a. quired antecedently to thet event,
then no perfon, though atiached to Amersica, could, by returniog, however foon after shat de-

claration, have a right to enter on and poflcfs fuch property ; advr could “kinf. the oath of al-.
d

legiance make fuch perfon a citizen, unlefs a luw of the frate in which he fhould tike fuch oath
conferred fuch privilege upon that condition. For an alien cannot ever, by taking an ocath to'a
ftate, claim the rights of a citizen, uulefs there be fome particular law, conferring thofe righty
upon him on his taking the oath. So unreafonable aconfequence, dedacible from your con-
firuion of the declaration of independence, is a proof with us, that the authors of that laudabie
.and neceflary aQ never expe&ed it would be perverted o countenance fuch oppreffion; ghe con-
firullion (ubfequent to the a&, 2nd praQice under it, have been confoermable to our idea ; miny
perfons who refided in Great-Britain when the declaration of independenice was madey have finte
come to America, and have been deemed citizens; others, who never returned, have becn
deemed citizens, and cmployed by congrefs and this ftate ; the quering thofe, who now refide
in the Britith dominions, and had herctolore acquired property in this. ftate, or become {ubjelis
of ity to hnkigd enjoy that property, is fo far, in our eftimation, from beiirg incompatidble with
our fafety, that, by cucreafing the number of our fubje&@s; and diminifhing that of the enemy,
an additional frength would accrue to the ftate ; a principle of policy, which has been adopted
by this ftate in its aét of naturalization, and by the wifdom of moft other free flates. If it be
objefled to this reafoning, that the principle cxtcm.is fo far, as to give thofe who had property in
this ftate a right te remain in the Britith-dominions until the conclufion of the war, draw the
profits of their eftatcs, and come to this country when its independence is eftablifhed, to -enj
that property which our arms have fecured ; we anfwer, that it is the duty of the legiflature, if
any danger is apprebended from this confequence, to prevent ity by calling on all who claim pro-
perty in, to repair to, this ftate, within a seafonable and limited time, and become fubjeQls
thereof, or relinquith all claim to fuch property. This will be acting in a manner which all

mankinid muft approve as juft, and thofe who negle@ to comply with thofe terms cannot with

trath complain, that by a conftru@ion being given to the declaration of independence, which they
never miftrufted could or would be given to it, and of which they had not the leaft notice, they
have been ftripped of their property to the ule of the ftate againft which they have nat offended.
You fay the laws and pralice of civilifed nations will fappost a feizire of Britifh property.
Rules Jaid down in books oft the laws of nations ought to be well weighed and carefully attended
to, before they are applied to the prefent cafe, We are now an independent nation, and all the
rules applicable to independent nations apply to fuch of our tranfallions as refpe& and relate to
obje@s or rights originating from and fubfequent to our ifidependence ; but are, as we conceive,
inapplicable;, and improperly adduced, to aff<@ and determine queftions concernifig the private
rights of others, acquired antecedently fo that event, and no ways repugnant or oppéled to it.
“» This will be clearly difcoversd, if we attend to the difference between the property acquired
by forcigners; in countriés fovereign and independent,-at the origin of a war, and that which
perfons fubje& to the fame government acquire b;gﬂ?: a divifion and feverance of the government
and fovereignty. ‘The lateer could legally dcquise property in-every past of the dominforrs united
under the fame government, the faith of which was plighted, that property fo a- Guired fhould be
fecured to and enjoyed by the acquirers.  Ln cafe of a difmemberment of the fociety into two or
more diftinét or independent focicties, the obligztion to proteét and fecure private right of pro-
perty, not inconfiftent with the (afecy of thefe newly formed focieties, ftill fubfiffs, and is equally
binding on the new and the old, not by any pofitive law, for .80 government will peovide for
cafcs fpringing ou: of and fublequent to its own diffolution, but that obligation, a8 we cofgeive,
la founded on natural equity, which can never suthorife the depriving of their property usoffend-
ing individuals, wha once were anqueftionably citizens, and who, m they could not tasefee, fo
Conld they not prevent or guard againft thofe cveats which have difindmbésed the Bricith cmp’}t;.
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