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§4 VOTES avp PROCEE DINGS, Marex, 1780.

conca@ve, eannot be gemoved, witiout confidpring the confitutjon and laws as things witheut
meaning or cfhicacy. '

The phsciple of 'your bill is alfo unjuftifiable, in as much as it divefts of their property, with-
out notice, that clafs of perfons, who refided, betore the commencement of hoftilitics between
Bcfe- Rutes and Great<Britain, in fome of thofe parus of the Britith dominions which werc not in
the union with us. ‘Thefe petfons had, tairly, lcgally,‘and tor a valuable confideration, ac-
quired privacd righte, inder the faith of the fame laws and government froat which our righcs of
%r‘opcny are derived. W at ériv¢ have they committed deferving of fo fevere a punifhment ?

7as 16 criminal in them to remain in Great- Britdin, or place of their nativity and long refidence,
at th.t period of time, when they could neither torefee or ®ven apprehend a icvcramce between
thefc fites and Gieat-Britain?  Was it aot rather theic misiortuns thap crime, to be comfined
from thoit bicth, cheir buftacls, or connedicns, to a country reled by a king thitfting afier arbi-
traty power, and aided in his defigns by a profligate miaiftiy and mare profligate parliamept, at
4 time when thofe mad and wicked defigns wese carrying into execution? Fhe difficulty and
danger, real or apprehended, of quisting 2 country in time of war, and reforting to its enemy,
muft occur to evesy man capable of the fmatlett releion. Hope too ehat difappoiatments, dif~
grace and defeats, would at length open the underitanding of a wicked or mifguided prince, and
diféovar the folly of his projetls, and incline him to reitore peace to b diftraled dominiens,
beforc the breach became incurable, and 2 coalition between the wwo countries impradticable,
night bave induced thein to continue in the ufual place of their refidence, cfpecially as no publie
erder was ever iffued, eommariding their repairing to the ate, under the penalty of forieiting
their property in it in cafe of difobedience. Such 1s the force of equity and juftice, that the hu-
man heart, €vem in oppofition to apparent interefts, muft filently at leaft approve of arguments
fowing from {uch pure fources ; natural equity dictates, that no man fhauld be condémned and
punifhed unheard ; that every man ov bt to be prefumed innocent, till proved guilty. Thefe
are truths, which no (ubtilties, no refcntments, 0o milconceived utility, car ever cradicate fiom"
the human breat, and thefe are truthd and maxims, applicable, 2§ we coniceive, to the prefent
queftion, and ro the perfuns whom your bill would have ftripped of their Pmperty,without trial
or notice. Government was inffituted fof the happine(s and protslion of individuals, compotin
focictics ; the pcople have therefore 2 right to form fuch government a8 they think will mott efe
fciaally fecure their happinefs and an{wes the purpofes of their creation ; and when the (upreme
magiftrate, p-efiding over feveral territories uniicd under ope govcrmment, auempts (o deprive
the prople inbabiting fome part o parcel ot thofe territofies of that dibesty and fafety the laws of
.GhOd and natuie entitle them to, and that property which by their induftsy they have acquired,
whe people whole rights are iavaded are bound by moral duty o refift fuch attempt, and it p:s-
‘fifted in, to difcard fuch unworthy magiftrate, for perverting the . of his appointment,
aad to eftablifh fuch conftitutions, as wildom and regard to the happinets.of the members of {uch
diftriét or territory didlate, without deftroying any nghts acquired anveocdently ta fuch revelu=
gion, the polfeflion and enjoyment of which are compatible with the fafoty. and happinefs of fuch

fuciety, When the idea of acquiring and holding property is admisted 5.2 neceffary contequence

of civil fociety, it fcems to follow moft evidently, that property once acquired ooght net to be
taken away, unlefs the holder tranfgrefles tome knows law infliding this punifhment, or unlefs
the holdirg fu b property is incompatible with the fafety of the fociety. : '
~ Although the people, under the sircumftances mentioned, have 2 right to alter the form of
their government, and to eltablifh a mew one, if the principle we have adduced be not admitted,
a cantrary_rule or principle muft be adepted, and, upon every chauge or alteration of ths govern=
ment, all precedent right te property will be extinguifhed, and every individual lcfs at large to
feize that wiich before the fevolution helonged to his neighbows, 3 pofition too extravaganty
Jdangerous, and inconfiftent with the bappincis of mankind, te be admitted. cither-in theory of
practice.  When the king and partiament of Great-Britain, in conjunQion with and atded by 2
thajerity of the Britfh narion, commenced hoitilities againft America, we were all fubjedts of
the fame government, entitled to and poffefling an equal right to acquire property in every part
‘of the Bratifh dominions ; the war having becn moft unjuftly profecuted, with a delign, on the
part of the Britifh king and miniftry, to enflave this country, rendered it the duty of the peapla
of America, in order to-preferve their property, their liderty and fafety, to calt off the Brisith,,
and to cre@ new and indvpendent governments, capable 8t fecuring therr libegty and prapertyy
and to form alliances and conne@ions in {upport of that independence, and thefe neceflary
thote impottant ends of all focieties. No notice was given 10 thote who held pfloperty in tiis
country, that the people of America intended to declare themfelves independent 3 the inhabi:ants
of Great-Britain, deceived by the artifices o: their rulers, and frequent and deceptious profufions
of deing juitice to Ameri 3, had no re.fon to fuppofe that the prople of this ccumry wouid ba
compcllvd to declare thenif: lves indepen ent. Under thefe circumfances, the declaration of 1=
dependence was.made, in {uch manner .s to diffolve the former political conncétion betwes b
Aterica and (reat-Britainy but not with an inteaiion, either dec.ared or impligd; 88 we. cun=
} Cuivty

-




