VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, Marci, 1784;. | 83 -
« By the houfe of delegates, May 13, 1780: Read the fecond. time by efpecial or;leraod will ? R

¢ pafs, | '
: ¢ By order,.. . ' F. GRREN » -k
Which was read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table. L e ek ! dk. : Y

The engrofled bills No. 26, 47, 28, were read and affcnted to, and the paper bills thereof fo do 8

endorfed. : 5

The following meffage, in anfwer to ene of the sth of May by Meficurs Chirles Ri&‘dy ‘nd o
Jobn Henry, was fent to the houfe of delegates by William Hin man, Eiqs ' :
, By Tt SENATE, Mar 14, 1780, b 4
WE e s that the niegative given by this boufe He bill referred to in your meffage by |
are forry that the negative given by this houfe to the bill referred to in your I
Mefficurs John Henry and Ch;‘ralc: R%dgcly, yﬂmuld have involved you in any kinZl of dificul b§
and hope you will do us the juftice to belicve a ferife of right and found policy, and not a de : TRR
to embarrafs, influenced our condu&. . R | 8
Our obj:&ions to the prin.iples of your bill, we thought fufficiently pointed out, by the prine - g
ciples, nature, and extent, of the bill which we originated; and which foun followed .the- rejec ; 5
tion of yours. Under this impreflion, we did not imagine that a meflage explai ing the motives 1
of our condud@, and {tating our obje&tions; would have been expe@ed, or decmeg neceffary; but (L
as you have intimated that fuch is your expeQation, we cannot but with you had imparted it to R
us carlier in the {cffion, and when we had little bufineis before us; we could thén have fated 1B
our obje&ions more fully, and with greater perfpicuity, than the fhortnefs of time, and the ne- E
ceflary attention to the bills fent us with your meflage, will admit, L !
- The preamble of the bill for feizing and confifcating Britifh property, difclofed the principles .t b
upon which the enadting claufe-was grounded ; and though the latter feemed in appearapce ta L A TIE
confifcate the property ot Britith {ubjects only, yet when coupled to the preamble, ever a key to the R £
conftru&ion of an adl, it really included a!l thofe who are ¢alled ab{eﬁteei, and muft have been fo 1
taken by any court of judicature ;, for the criterion by which a Btitifk fubje® wa$ to be diftin= i
guithed, being once drawn by the preamble, and admitted, mo ¢ourt could have determined in ¥t §
oppofition to this rule, that a perfon who left Maryland before the declaration of independence '
was not a Britifh fubjeét, notwithftanding prior laws had confidered them as fubjeéls of this ftate 3
fo that the enaéting claufe of your bill, compared with and explained by the preamble, would i
bave the {fame cftct, as if the ablentees had been exprefsly taken in and named ; cherefore this 8 & . 8 1
clafs of people are detecmined to be Britifh fubjeéls, by your bill, as ftrongly, though indirectly, ‘
as if the fame thing had been pointedly exprefled in the cna&ing claufe. gl');ﬂs is o exceeding S
clear, that we are not a little furprifed at the fuggeition, that yout bill did not affe@ the quc(! '
tion, whether thefe abfentees were Britifh fubjects, but that the. fame would be determined
pre-exifting law, upon the {fame rules, without your bill, as would be done under it. The ads
of our legiflature, cntitled; An a& to punifh certain crimes and mifdemeanors, and to prevent
the growth of toryifm, and the adl for the better fecurity of the government, confider thefe peo- SRR
ple as fubjells of this flate; and, whatever might be the rule before thef¢ a&s pafled, they now TR
make the law of the land, and cannot be departsd from, without aing in fuch an inconfiftent :
manner, as, we apprchend, would firike at the dignity of legiflature, and involve the imputation
of our confidering certain perfons as our fubje&s for the purpofes of, punifhment and burthen, and
at the fame time as Britith (ubjefls, (orfeiting the very property burthenéd,. upon their tenure of
which, zs (ubje&@s of this ftate, the right to punifh is founded, Thefe abfentees our laws confi~ _
der as fubjells of this ftate; being fubjeits, a law to deprive them of their eftates for their paft i
conduét, however culpable, cannot, as we €onceive, be reconciled to that conftitution, which i 4
we have fworn to maintain, and will moft religioufly fupport, which reprobates in the Rroageft | %ﬁ i i -
terms, and upon the beft principles, every idea of a retrofpeétive law: Thefe people arc {mall | -
in number, and cannot poffibly have any influence in this ftate ; none of thofe who have aled Ly ¥ ;i
againft us would dare to return, and hzzard a trial under our law, if notice was given them in 35 by
the manner propofed by our bill ; efpecially as even an acquittal would reftore. them to an eftate ¥ by
encumbered with a treble tax, which they could only hold by taking the oath to ovr goverfiment,
and they would be farther diftinguifhed from the more virtuous citizens of the ftate, by an incas g -
pacity to eleQ or be cle@ed into any office whatloever. Thefe burthens and reftriCtions; with. ' |
the refle@ion, that their condu® would be narrowly watched, would ever prevent their being. :
dangerous, fhould any of them, urged by want, or ftruck with penitence, come to this country :
under an aét upon the principles of our bill, We have not the fmalleft attachment to the aba. ;
!

fentees, or any of them, on the contrary, we do, and fhall for every reprobate and.deteft a de-
fcrtion of this country and our virtuous caufe, cither from motives of bafe fear, or more criminal
attachment to tyranny ; but however ftrong our refentment mfay be againft the vices of thefe
Mcn, we cannot commit a violation of our conflitution to punifh them, nor can we, a&ing und j
der ity deny juftice to the meaneft wretch, | L ik i !
T hefe are objettions to your bill fo far as it would affed® the abfentees; objections which, we -
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