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tion, nor can we fuppofe, when the matter is confidered, that it can be defirable to your houfe
to give countenance to fuch jobbing. _

ompaflion for thofe, whe have been obliged to reccive in payment of old debts the bills iffued
by congrefs and this ftate, perhaps may be pleaded and urged in fupport of this claufe. It may
be faid, Shall they, who by law were conftrained to receive, in difcharge of the fums due to

them, paper money, at the rate fcttled by the legiflature, and have lent the money to the fiate,

be paid it back at 4 lefs value than they were compelled to réceive it, by an a& of the legiflature.
Falls, however, will not fupport the reafoning grounded’ on this fpc_cz:us aflertion. Moft pro-
bably, few of thefe injured individuals have lent their money, fo received, to the ftate; they
were obliged to expend it to fupport themfeclves and families, and many of them are new reduced

to beggary, and juftice diftates, that thofc who have benefited themfelves by tafing advantage of
the tender law, l’hould make good the lofs their creditors have fuftained, but we cannot fee the

reafonablencfs, under any pretence of doing juftice to thofe individuals, of taxing the landed in- -

tereft, to reduce a depreciated currency from fix thoufand to fixty-fix and two thirds per cent.
This would be, in many inftances, laying an additional burthen on the perfon aggricved. The
legiflature now affords, though undefignedly, an opportunity to debtors to difcharge their débts
with a depreciated currency not equal to a fifticth part of the debt, and then engages the real
eftates of thofe very fuffercrs to appreciate the money in the hands of thofe who have fo eafily ac-
quired it. Public faith can never require, that the legiflature of any ftate thould facrifice the moft
ufeful and induftrious part of its citizens, to aggrandife individuals, by realifing gains fo exorbi-
tant as to exceed any juft expe@ation of the acquirers that they could ever be realifed. |

We think the claufe making the new bills of congrefs a legal tender in the manner propofed, -

without being cone&ed with a revifion and alteration of the tender law now in force, ftrikingly
exceptionable, and involves the glaring abfurdity of having two different kinds of paper money,
the onc forty times the valuc of the other, a legal tender, at the fame rate of exchange, for debts
contra@ed when neither was in exiftence.  Certain, produ@ive funds, and not compulfion to re-
ceive it, gives paper moncy a fixed value ; but from the particular fityation of the affairs of this
country, and fcarcity of gold and filver, we arc defirous and willing to make the new bills of
credit a legal tender, upon juft and equal principles, provided this eftablithment is connected with
a revifion and proper alteration of the prefent tender law. If, therefore, you will fend ys a bill
on this fubje&, we will cither affent to it, or propofe fuch amendments as we think right ; this
we cannot do to the claufe referred to, under the idea which you =ntertain, d&at by coﬁneéiug a

tender law with a money bill, you have fo totally changed the nature of the former, that no

amendment propofed thereto by this houfe can be received ; or if you think the bufinefs will be

more eafily done by a conference, this houfe, being extremely defirous to complete all neceflary

bufinefs, in concert with you, will readily appoint members to meet fuch as may be appointed b
yours, to confider and draw up a rational and €quitable {yftem for making the ncw bills to be if-

fued and thofe which are now in circulation a legal tender, fo that juftice may be done between -

creditor and debtor, y
By order, J. MACCUBBIN, clk. -

Mefficurs Baily and Wilmer, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the following
refolutions : '

Br tux HOUSE or DELEGATES, Arair 39, 3780.

REesoLvED, That the allowance, or the value thereof, made by this ftate to their officers, the
fubfiftence allowed by congrefs in lieu of rations, the one hundred dollars allowed by this fiate
for each recruit, together with the full value of the ration or rations not drawn, will be. fufficient
to cover the neceffary expences of the recruiting officers. : . o

That the governor and council be invefted with full power and authority to fettle as to this

purpofe, not only the price of the ftores allowed by this ftate to theit officers, but alfo the full

value of a ration.
By order, F. GREEN, cl.k.
Which were read, affented to, and fent to the houfe of delegates by Richard Barnes, Efq;
The bill, entitled, An a& for the more effeual preventing foreftalling and engrofiing, agd

for other purpofes, was read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table.
The fenate adjourns till to-morrow moming 9 o’clock.

T HUR S D A Y, May 11, 1780.
HE fenate met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday. The proceedings of yefterday

were read,

Meflieurs M¢Mechen and Quynn, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the
following refolution :
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