70 VOTES axp PROCEEDINGS, MarcHu, 1780,

A Jetter frqn our delegates in congrefs, encloﬁng a copy of a letter from major-general B.
Lincoln, giving a ftate of affairs in Charles-town, South-Carolina, were read and fent to the
houfc of delegates by Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Efq; -

The fenate adjourns till 3 e’clock.

POST MERTIDIEM

la
4

The fenate met, -
Mefficurs Quynn and W. Stevenfon, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the
engrofled bill No. 22, with the paper bill thereof, which engrofled bill was thus endorfed ; ¢ By

s¢ the houfe of delegates, May 5, 1780 : Read and affented to.

“ By order, F. GREEN, clk.”
Alfo a bill, entitled, An a& to enable the judges of the court of appeals to appoint a clerk, thus
endorfed ; ¢ By the houfe of delegates, May 3, 1780: Read the firft time and ordered to lie on
¢ the table.

¢« By order, ’ F. GREEN, clk.
¢« By the houfe of delegates, May 5, 1780. Read the fecond time and will pafs.
*¢ By order, ' ' F. GREEN, clk.”

Which was read the firft and fecond time by efpecial order, pafled, and fent to the houfe of de-
legates by Thomas Stone, Efq;

T'he engroffed bills No. 21 and 22 were read and affented to.

Mefficurs Ringgold and Johns, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the en-
groffed bill No. 23, with the paper bill thereof, which engroffed bill was thus endorfed ; ¢¢ By
“ the houfc of delegates, May 1, 1780 : Read and aflentcd to.

«¢ By order, F. GREEN, clk.”

Mefficurs J. Henry and C. Ridgely, from the houfe of dclegates, deliver to the prefident the
following meflage :

By Tat HOUSE or DELEGATES, May 5, 1780,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, _
FHE reje@ion by your honours of the bill to confifcate the property of our enemies to the
ufe of the ftate, fubjeét to the difpofition of the general affembly, has involved this houfe in very
great difficulties. Your honours having offered no reafons for your negative, we ftill retain our
former opinion, both with refpect to the juftice and policy of the meafure. We are fully fatif-
fied, that the feizure of Britifh property is fupported by the law and pratice of civilifed nations.
We intended to remove every objeétion to the paflage of the bill, and therefore declined to draw
any line to afcertain what perfons are Britifh fubjeéts ; and were willing to leave the determina-
tion of that queftion to the judicial power. We omitted to mention the abfentees in the bill;
and unlefs by the law of nations, or the common law, they ¢an be confidered as Britith fubjelts,
they would not be affeted by our bill ; which only confifcated the property of the fubjects of
that mation. As your honours, at the laft feffion, exprefled yourfelves greatly averfe to the fale
of Britifh property, we have given no reafon by the prefent bill to conclude we intended to dif-
pofe of it, and in our meflage (of the 12th of April laft) we informed your honours, that it was
not the intention of this houfe to difpofe of any part of it, unlefs what the two houfes fhould
agree to fell as perifhable and unprofitable, and that we wifhed to pledge the whole (or as much
as might be neceflary) with the profits, as a fpecitic fund for the redemption of the new emif-
fions, i fpecie, agreeable to the requifition of congrefs. We flattered ourfelves with your ho-
rtour’s affent to the bill, from the utility of the meafure, and the refleion that your honours, in
your meflage of the 23d of December, declared that it could not be inferred from your former
‘meflage (of the 20th of December) that you were againft the feizure of Britifh property and the
appropriation of it, to enable us to carry on the war, as you only intimated your opinion, that
fo new and important a fubje® might lic over for the confideration of a future meeting, to re-
ceive a further difcuffion. |
- The committee of this houfe, appointed to confider the requifitions of con refs of the 25th of
February and 18th of March, have reported, that the fame ought to be comp%ied with as far as
poffible, and the eftimates of expence handed in amount to upwards of fixty million of dollass,
and we believe, the expence of carriage and other contingent expences confidered, thofe efti-
mates are not too large. We wifh this ftate to exert every effort in its power to comply with
the two requifitions of congrefs. For this purpofe we have herewith fent your honours two
bills ; one for the impofition of taxes, and the other te bring into the treafury our proportion of
the continental emiffions. By the firft we have impofed (in addition to the five pound tax) twen-
ty pounds on every hundred pounds of property, one halt payable the 1oth of June, and the refi-
due the joth of November ; and for the fupply of provifions, we have laid a tax of 28 pounds of
tobacco on every £. 100 of property, which is £.25 4 on every £. 100, payable the firft of Sep-
tember. By the fecond bill we have prepofed to bring in twenty million five hundred and forty
thoufand dollars (our quota of the congrefs emiflions) by offering the holders one dollar of the
coe new




