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mefTage, but politenels forbids the fuggeflion, that you had any defign, but to anfer ouf arguments in
tavour of the bill, and to fhe ‘_:ﬂleVrea{'(‘)ns and motives of your conduct, e

‘'We eoncejve the only u\s true queltions between &is, are, ‘1ft. Whether the feizure and confifcation
of all property (debts only excepted) in this flate belonging to Britith fubjeds, is fupported and juftified
by the law of pature and nations. 2dly. Whether policy requires. or forbids the exercife of the right of

faizure at this time, We apprehend the defcription in the bill of Britith fubje@s, the line draws' to -

afcertain them ; whetbeg periuns are included who ought not, and the mode of Qbtaining or of difpofing
of tae propesty, are foreign'to and ought not to be blended with tie queftions ; ' thofe matters can only
obfcure, but not eclucidate the fubject, on which we differ fo widely from you in opinio. '

Your honours cannot difcover the juftice of feizing and applying Britifk property, to relieve °“:IP°° ¢
ure by

from heavy and intolerable taxes, and to enable them to continue the war, We fi . the me

the rule of juflice, applicable to our citizens, and the fubjeéts of Great Britain. Me we mean a
conftant regard to the common intecreft, and in conformity to it, rendering to bogh partics whie they
are entitled to, by a natural or political claim : and we underftand the trae priciples 6r;;ﬂicc to be, to
do unto others what would be gight for them (in a fimilar cafe) to do unto us. To examine this fubjeét,

The people of the colonies (now United States) oRpréfrcd by the king and parliament of Great-Britain,
applied for a redsefs of grievauceés. Fotce was employed to coiipel their fubmiffion to a&s deftiru&tive of
their natural and civil rights; hoftilities were commenced againft them ; they refited by arms; fagh '
refitance was neceflary and jofifiable.  The wir continued ; the obje® of America was confined ‘only

1o a redrefs of gricvances.  The king and parliamznt of Great-Britain declared the people of the colonjes
in rebollion, that their p oper:y taken on the fea fhould be liable to feizure and confifcation, and that it
was lawful and juft to feize and deltroy their perfons and property. Gaeat-Britain continued the wa;

and with her Heets and armies did feize and deltroy confiderable property of our people. The war on the -

part of Great:Britain was offenfive and unjulf, on our part not only defenfive and juft, but neceffhry.’
From the 19th of April, 1775, until the fodrth day of July, 1776, the obje& of the war, on the part of

America, was only to ob:zin a redrefs of grievances; during that period ber refifance. being orfiginally
rica, y g p ’ ‘i 1ginally

lawful abdjuﬁiﬁable, the war was pru!x and prqperly a civil war, At length this and the other colonics
were compelled to feparate from the Biitifh empire, and to become fovereign and incfepeﬁdent ftates. On
that ever memorable and glorious event the objett of the war was changed, and from that moment the
war became a pubiic war, and -a!l the rights of an independent nation then attached to this and the other
ftates in the univn. Purmic us to inform your honours what the late and celebrated Viattell fays” on this
fabjet. <¢ Civil war brzaks the bands of fociety and government, or at leaft it fufpends their foree
and effe®; it prodaces in the nation two independent partics, confidering each other as enemies, and’
ackaowledging no common judg:. Thus they are in the cafc of two nations, who having a difpate
which they cadnot adjuft, are compelled to decide it by force of arms. Things being thus%t

is evident that the conimon laws of war, thofe maxims of humarity, moderation, &c. are in civil awaers to
be obferved on both fides. If this is not obferved, the war will become cruel and horrid ;. and its cala-.
thities will encreafe on the partics, therefore, whenever a numerous party thinks it has a right to refift,
and finds itielf able to declare that opinion {word in hand, the war is to be carried on between them in
the fame manuer as between two different nations ; and they are 'to leave opén the fante means of pre-
venting enormous violences, and reftoring peace. But when a nation becomes divided into two parties,
abfolately independent, and no longer acknowledging a commoa fuperion, the fate is diffolved, and
the war, becwixt the two parties,’in every refpe is the fame with that of a public war beiaveen two different
sations. The cbligation thercfore of obferving the common laws of war is ablolute, indifpen(able to both:
partics, and the fame to which the law of nature obliges all nations to obferve between ftare and fate: "=
if the opFoﬁaion by force, therefore, of thé colonies 5now United States) from the roth.of April, ‘1775, to
whe 4th of July, 1776, may te properly called a ciwil war, we wifh to know ‘\?&ft rights the people of Ame-
rica could acquire or be entitled to in confequence cf it.  The learned Rutherforth informs us, ¢ nature
has mede fuch a conncttion betwesn manlkind, as obliges them to abftain from what is produ&ive of
harm to one another, and to do what is produflive of mutual good. This conne@ion is the fodpda on’
of the law of natare, which may be traced out from the principles of reafon. By the law of nationsis'
meant fuch rule:, as nations or civil focieties are obliged to obferve in their intercourfe with one another.’
‘The matter of both thefe laws (i, € the law of natare and of nations) is the fame} the ldw of nations,’

as well as the law of nature, commands whatever is beneficial, and torbids whatever is hurtful to man-’ '

kind in general. But whillt the marter of them is the fame, the ol;j'ea‘;' of them are di'ff'er};m;‘f'ghc 13w
nitare confidets mankind a¢ individual perfons ; the law of nations confiders them as formed into colle&ive
perfons. Thus the fame law, which 1s called the law of nature, when itis applied to fepardte and uh'
connefled individuals, is called the law of nations, when it is applied to the colle@ive bodies of'efvif
{ocieties confidered as moral agents, or to the feveral members of civil fociety confideted, not as dnin&
agefts, but as parts of thefe collective bodies. THe law of nature is not the only meafurs of thq_gﬁli‘g#
tfons that nations may be aader towards oue another, they may bind themfelves to cne another b ’ drgs
calar compalls, or trcaties, to do or to avoid what the law of nature has neithet, commanded. for
forbidden, thefe obligatiors arife from immediate and dire® confent, and extend o further than to ‘thiof

or s

‘pations, that by their own alt of immediate and dirett confent, have made themfelves parties 'u',-'ghﬂg
ar of all forts is governed by the law of hature only, whethcr it is a fclemn oré, between natiohs,” of
civil one, between diff-rent parts of the fame nation. No right, there!ore, eithér to corg teal, or 6 fn-
corpoteal thingﬁ, can be acquired by taking them ia war, anlefs it is acquired by the aid of the law
nature. War 1s cnly the ufe of force, the mere taking of a thing in war can give us no 'right' to it, hed

cauafe by the law of natare o effels of tight are preduced by mere force.”
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