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by comgeefs of this fRate in nine months, and the people, you affert, cannot raif b: taxes isare than nine
millidas of that fum, without being greatly diftrefled, the deficiency therefore of five illtons two hohs
dred atid twenty thoufaad dollars maft be made good out of  the fal¢ of Britith propercy, Ky you aré
prefaimed to be b Rt acquuinted with the circumftanees of the people, we will nbt vonteadiét chie allirdon,
Bat wé vanmot fefrain fiom rematking, that if true, it was oot altogether fb prudent t3 m.;iﬁi' i
ability ia the bill, and to dwell on it in your Meffage. As we bear our propsitions of thé razes, £ g}!«l
for;’ 25t moft earnclily wilh it were in our power, to alleviate the diffreffes of _tﬁé‘sgérfgjg the fle of fiel:
Ay Foperty, m it the way you propofe, might, and probably would, itivolve' them in - pre: *ft
diffcildes aad difiréfs hereafier. We have alteady a&ned our regfons for this opinfon, and it v (hé
fixed; snd alenvot wdanitnous détermination of this houfe (could we reconcile the confittaxion of that firo:
writhi ‘the fpiri¢ of bér conttitution, and our ideas of juftice and true policy) Mt_'tq‘ﬁlfkr An Imnediae
feleof ady part of itg frdm what we have premifed, you will nnt be 3t a lofs to account Qfo_x_*" this d¥iete
mivation. §f tke people cannot raife by taxes more than nine millious of dplars iff nis¥ thonths, Wim
#5i the diftreds pou wi¢ation, impoffibilitics are neither to be expefted fiom y, of them, Yoo’ ._
t0 hold out an opinion, thar otr pare of the expence of the war may be alfogéther defrayed by taxes, and
the fale of Britifh property; the opinion we conceive to be erronecus ; the lateer fond, in the way yod
pide 0 maziage it, wonld foon fail, and to us it appears to. be impi alticablg to fuife atidually, by taréy,
‘?:-g"?)'z wavs adequate 1o the annual expenditure of the war, mgx of our éivi "él_t_tbimimm- thie tolf
nilent coumtries bave 80t been able to tax their {ubje@s fo high, Yet aie we not defitute q? elotuces
to ‘carry on the was, eten if internal loans thoald not fupply the deficiences of taxes. Wheti ¢} E;&gr&.’.
feditives of the United Svités perceive the impralicability of fupporting the. viat By taxes, nd int fﬂ
w’-‘wz:!leuﬁ will force them to adopt a meafure, which juftice and srue.plicy ditate, atid ?ﬁic& .
keI béckl ere now pred, if paitial interefts hiad not interfere , and PfC_Véﬁ&{"f‘r ﬂdﬁ!‘mﬁ. BYF‘* "
the back lands a common flock, and by felling a part of them, millions might ib tiihé be Brought into th
putlic teafury, and in the mean while great ﬁxml would probably be advanced on that fecurity ; m:m
whay. ¥ boviowed in Eqroqe-, 21d of this we fuppofe tke congrels have affardnces, by thie- fute nbrice of
thais duremitive o draw bills of exchangé to the amount of £. 200,000 fterling. 'The ¢tiénty’s hope, thiit
2 bankruptcy would diible us from groﬁecndng the war, 1ie all their other delufive Ropes; éven Riould
shat cvent hagpen, woald vanidi futo difappointment; for wecanndt concar with your ulfesdon, ehat vi
f‘*l_’" psiriency iy the only mewns of carryitiy on the war;  nambers of people, and plenty of the: micefs
aries of life, fteel and irow, s0d not gold and filver; ninch l¢fs paper, ate the true finews of war. A
brave, free, difciplined and virtuous people, poflcfling a country abounding with the former advantages,
cas mever be fobdued; if they are not_virtuoms, it wilk be the fauwlkt of their rulers in not fetting them
the examples of difmtegaftedne(t, magnanimity afid juftice, ’ o ' . ‘
Oee part of your meflage deferves our animadverfion, not on account of the frength of the regfoging,
betthar wo may prevest the impreffion ft was evidently calealsted to make om the tmds of the x loy
You affert, that it congrefs, in confequence of the rapid rife in the prices of the neceffries of lif obld
bu coaflrained te call en us for our quots of two liindréd and févenity millions of dodlers, payable in uine
monshs and by moathly afleffinents, our people, to raife chei? proportion of that fam. within the time
Limited, mu& pay fifty-four pownds out of every hundred pounds of property whith they poffete. This
fuscly you muft admit to be an uncandid exaggeration. We pay our taxés nos en the pralent nominal
valge of our property, but en its old value, and confequently the people, even in the cafe put, would not .
pay more {han one per cent, an every hundred pounds of their real and true property. - . ..
xﬂ, vge thie necefity of ihe immediate fale of Britith property, from the requlfition of congrefs to make
the frft piymient of our quota by the firlk day of February, and from the inability of -the people to pay-
thelr quot by thar tinte i taxes; and in fupport of this reafoning you obferve, ‘that from the. éhas
of property iw the country ther¢ mult be a new affefliment  In anfwer to this, permit us'to remark, cha¢
in time of war the grant of fupplies generally tecades all other bufinefs ; this, gentlenret, is “ydir' qwn
mw, ‘we have now fat negr t weeks, and mo fapply bill has yét been offered to as;
the'cosbifcation bill, whick yow contend is offential towsrds the fapplies, did not come to ¥ 11} the
Siroenth of this momth. We prefume you muft have had good redfors for the délay; bude if theris wof
now 1ma for & mw sfieffinent, fo chat the people may be simely informod of Wit they will kave
to-pav oa the frik of February, and to make » provifios for fach payment, we traft: {«rmﬂ not éonfide
it.a¢ our fask, who hawe nothing more to do than to pafs or rejedt the bill framed by yod for hispars -
pofe.  Althewgh circamftances might jullify the remark, we casinot fuppofe that: the delay H"&i -
ocsafioued with any dafiga of raifing an argument in faveur of the immediate fale of Britith property, and
ma'tﬁ_mﬁe._{;w further refleian on this fubjedt, and from the reafons we have beford.give:
you will be convinced of the impropriety of fuch fale, and that it cannot be the with or defire io.raife
great emdluments to & few individuals at a certain and heavy lofs to the public, Wa lwrﬂﬂtp we are.
as fenfitde as you can ¥ of the weight of taxes that muft unawaidably Iafl on the peaple, add are eqaally
defirous of Fighteaing their Bortlens 3 bus we are perfuided we Thell never réceive :né'u'mnlg,- ﬂ, én-~
d‘:'“"‘.:il‘“s by expedients to thun {mall and temporary inconveniences, we bring upon them mych g
{ ) . - CoTe ' ‘ '..f?".'"“.\.: . E o )
* ‘Fheme yeast notding in owr meflige fo jullify yotr expteffion; ¢ if you sre it inflexibly détédniotd Aol
w feimeand approprrate Briith prapery in our power 1o enidble uy to carfy on thy way;” R ein AoV vy
he_jaterred fopm that meffagy, that we were againt faok foizane and approprisios :/ ib osdy intimabed
eur opinion, ‘that & fubjs& f@ new and fo important might ly lie éver for the confuderition of =
fature mmcting, ¢o seceire a. fuller difcuflion. Nothing, you have offered hes induedd ns 0. retraft this
ion. We have endea to thew, that the precipinition with which you feeriyinglined 10 husey oy -
mﬁneﬁ‘,‘ may be attended with equal confequences, and we cannot -perfuade ourfelves th;t'ﬂy‘
anger




