go VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, Novemeer, 177§
Britith property within this ftate, was fent to t
rollton, Elg; |

he houfe of delegates by Charles Carroll of Car-

gr 1eil $EN A TE, Decrusss 23 1779

 ALTHOUGH hy our iellage accompaoying the bill-for the fe'zare and confifcation of Britifly
pro , returned with a negative, we plainly intimated wo' ad not gone into a full confidosation chereof,
anf( affignod our pealons for not going into {uch a confideration at this feffion, yet, as in your meflage by
Aienra . Hall and others, you 'mgc.‘t\u pafiage of-tne ‘bill, and- have adduced. fome . arguments to in-
Yuce us to alter our refulusion, permi ¥4 3Q difcufs them with that coo}nefs which the importance of the
fubjeét requires. T . . o e

_ é\lﬁge, policyy. and necedfity, yo {ay» influcnee’ your sondudd, k& net. uafrequently hq&yenk.‘ that

differept 1deay of jpfty e, golicy, an weceflity, are.cntertained by diﬂ’cfer’xt bodies of men, € ar no
convinced of th’e'?:xﬂl e ot the b1, lefs of 'its poli{:x‘{,'?ié’d_‘_{eaﬁ ¢ all of its neceffity. We bave ‘not ha
fufficient tije 1Q make thofe ftrict and full refearches $hed the law of nations, which, you fay, you have
made. As far as we have exzmined into the fubjelt, we doubi, whether, by a fair conitruftion of that
Jaw, - the decliration ‘of indep ndence ‘¢an ~have fuch'a tetrofpeltive éperation, as to veft in this fixte all
Britifs property acquired by ndividodls antecedently-toiit. We eftme the law of nutions lays dows
no rule, by whith, revolmrions like the prefen, thefubjeéts adhering to the old, may be clearly diftin-
gaithed from thole of the new government, otherwife you would pot-bave thought 3t neceflary to afcer-
taip, by § pofitivé law, who fhall-be deemed Beitith fubyeds. The difiaitions fet ap by the bill steid
fome juftances arbiwary, and withgqut the- fandion af law, ought.not of thestfelvas to deprive the parfons
defcribed of the benefis pod privilapes of citizsafhip,, angd therefore we do.noy well congeive, how the peo-
perty of the perforis meant 1 be iogladed in she till became vefled in this fate by the law'of nations,
co-operating with the declaration of independence, Some of the actions which are to conftitute the altors
Britith fubje@s, are of that natyre as €0 make the bill, with refped to them, eptirely retrofpeélive, and
of aourfe coudrigry to ouﬁ_&chtﬂhﬁl‘oﬁ‘ights ;. @thers mgain .are fo highly erdminal as ® fubjet the
offenders to our treafon law, a law ftill fubfiiting, and evincing beyond the poffibility of doubt, that the
axe whack paffad it, confidéred fomea of the very perfons as fabjnéitd of thia flate, which (e prefent

le
bill confiders as Britifh fubjets, thereby depriving them of the trial by jury, fubjetiog them to all the

paine and pepalfict of tyenfan,. oxeept death, infa@ing onlawry and exile, without the judgment of their
peers, and confequently havieg in many inftances, the full force and effeét of a hill of atainder. But
admit, for the fake of argument, that by the rigour of the law of natiops, the property of all Britifh fub-
je@ts, as alien encmies, Is forteited: the dificalty of drawing tht line”to afcer:ain who Ml be decmed
Briifd (WbjaBa, Wikkout wesnding : the conititntion, Ailt reomains ; wedes-abia impraficn, therelore, we
wopld sather, ecy on the fide of influigense, though #n¢ meisad, than wiolate omr conftitatian, by, throw- 3‘
ing down thofe barricrs with which it has wifely {ecured the liberty and property of the fubjedt. We are !
avetik from fetring 3 precedent in order to reach perfons really criminal, which may hereatter be extended :’
Pk § prafion Gk the. iononw ; jatemperats geal and intemprrets refentmenss have frequently given
. fatal Rabs to goverpments as “\” quis, Wo need mot remind, you that the, rigosr of law is often
injutice, and’ yéu, are, t00 well informed not to know that the rigour of the faw of nationg s mu¢
&euégf'in'thﬁ'éery‘pdint by the prefent ufage ard practioe of the moft Gvilifed European nations; " for
the truth of thia affertion we appeal to Vartell, a late and celebrated writer on the law of nations. As
aw independen and civitifed people, wquld we not ratner with to imitate the condud of all the civilifed
and enlightencd nations of Burope, than that of the piraticat ftates ‘of ‘Barbary ? The confequences of
0 {uch & ferzareand confifcation may, be ferious and_ perplemnE; a negotiation may poiibly take place this
winter, and pétoe foan enfae; iv may, and ‘prebably will,  made & preliminnry arnticle of vhve pesace,
that that wery propeviy which this bill is abous to confilcate, fhall be facured to the prefent owncrs i
fuch a manner, thauthey may at leaft receive the fuld and real value theseof. . 1f therefore it fhould-at this
~ tima be copfifeated and applied, our conflituents muft be taxed, to repay the ori inal proprictors the full
O vilea; of the: lagda and chattels S confifeated asd applied 5 and thia, i ous jedgment, JATPW ofie of the
firopgeh objadtions 1 the policy of the meafure.  You fay, yow propelk to ssife five milliqop two hundred
4 tyenty showfand dollass. from the fale of Brisifh progerty, and to maks the firit paymgns on the firt
ay ot next February; if fo, the property muff be put up to fale immediataly, or on the fhorteft notice,
at a tjme:tog when fremy- tbe inclemency ot the weather faw will be able to attend the fales ; others may be
dichurnge;qb)(“m s 1epeSing the title, and the poffibility. of a 1cfamption 5, the invidiogfncfs of the
purghafe, may, detes- fome _n;nvpu'rcﬁaﬁng. Under this copcursence of circumftances, is it not raional
o x.ﬁogcjgg_ f@ﬁ'ﬁe“ﬂl be but few purchafers, and Tittle competition, and of courfe that this praperty
witl be fo%‘ & atly, under value * Tt _requires no great &‘gﬁr«. of penetration to forefee, who will'become
‘Purchafery s we mg‘ “venture to predi&, that they will confift altogether of engraflers and fpecalators, men
Yho have acquimd ‘grear fams for lictle value, axd therefore may afford o run the rifk, whatever It

 GanTriwen,

may be, of realifing thefr money on fuck eafy termr. ‘fabmit to yourferious refle&ion, and that ot
our conftitaems, ujwrhcf the praftices of thofe men haye been fuch as to deferve fo great an encourage-
fentatives of thepeople. You have informed us of the time for the firft payment on

0 ment from the repre

the fales of Britith property; we wifh you had likewife informed us when the latt is Frgpofcd to be made;
'if it fhould be deferred to a lepg day, wa2 prehenc she advantage o ths public will ftill be more incon-
fp fuccefsfully pradifed on ether

fiderable ; for the indufiry and the arts of the probable purchafers, too . _athe
a degree: thas the flate may recciie nex ta_nathing in

gy, w,ds%:ﬂhqmm to, fuch. ' m gt; 10 DOLRING |

end: "But g p; &.W'BSW ape fugh, as te. lay yom undac the. shi@lnte neceflity o felling Britith

appgey, 1o ?ﬁ%_ ble fum dﬁ}o&rt’éeﬁ ‘miHiong.two “huﬁdr‘:: and twenty thourani dollar, %equir:d '
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