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ehe. fam of 14 million 220 thoufand dollars, in the nine months, but to make our monthly p:z;
1on

ment, of y million $80 thoufand dollars, We took into our moft attentive confiderstion
ways and means te riife the fum, and to make the monthly payments agrecable to the requifi-
tiohi of cemgrefs, On an enquiry into, and deliberating the circumftances of our people, we
wase, and are now Of opinion. chat it is improper and imprudent to impofe, and impraQicable to
raife the 14 million 220 thoufand dollars, in the nine months, from the 1ft of February tq the
1t of Ofober inclufive, by a tax and affeffiment on property. After a full difcuffion, we were
of opinien, and have now no reafon to alter it, that g million of dollare would be as. much as we
could caif¢ by taxes it the nine months. To raife this fum, £.18 g for every hundred pounds of
property mutt be extracted from the pockets of our people, and many of our houfe thipk this too
myueh., : ' . o Doase

We weve and filk retain our opinion, that it is nat in our power to rajfe, by taxes, 1 million
580 thoufand dollars, before the 1ft of February next, becaufe there muft be a new affeflment of
propertys it may have changed its owners fince the laft affeffment, and it is neceflary to adapt
fome mede to compef the money holders to pay their proportion of the public byrthens, We
thowght and Rill chink it ablolutely impradticable to collet monthly taxes from our people. The
cxpence of a number of colle@ors, from the difperfed fituation of our inhabitsnts, would be very
great,  and their ciréumftances will not enable them to pay monthly, taxes. The fasmers and
planteys, who contribiute the far greater part, would be greatly diftrefled, and we fear univerfal
difcontent would follow the attempt. - L e

: Contemplating thefe difficulties, fatisfied that the fum required was beyond the abilitics of ous
sonftituents, convinced of the impradticadbility of colle&ing the one million five hundsred and O
cighty thoafand do'lars before the firft of February, and of the impoffibility of raifing that fum in
each month thereafter until the firft of O&ober inclufive, and anxioufly folicitous to comply with
the requifition of congrefs, we examined all our refources, and found that without a feigure,
confifcation and apphication, of the Britith property within the ftate, we fhould not bé able to -
futmount the difficulties. We carefully examined the juftice, the policy of the meafure, Wao
sevolved the reafons which prefented themfelves for and againft it. We fearched into the law. af
nations, and were fully fatisfied the immutable principles of juftice, the law of nature, and the
commen confent of mankind, juftified the meafure, .

We beg leave here to recapitulate the reafons contained in the bill,.—

. The king of Great-Britain, by his proclamation, and the parliament of that nation, by
ftatute, declared the people of this ftate to be in rebellion, for which_caufe, by the law .of that
kingdom, the property of the people here, who had been concerned in the prefent glorious revo-

Jution, wouald bave.been liable to forfeiture and confifcation, and at the mercy of the cruel and
tyrannical monarch of Great-Britain. | - .

" 2. The parliament of Great-Britain, by ftatute, declared the property of the people of this

ftate found and taken on the high feas, liable to feizure and confifcation, and that it was lawful

and. julk; to' feize. and deftroy their perfons and property ; in confequence wheréof confiderable ‘
praperty o€ the fubjects of this ftate hath been feized on the high feas and confifeated, and confi- -
derable property within the ftate hath been feized and applied to the ufe of the Britith army or
navy, or wantonly deftroyed by the flcet or army of Great-Britain. ‘ : -

3. The king and parliament of Great-Britain commenced, and continue to profecute, an un-
juft ywar againit the people of this and the United States, whereby this ftatc has already.béen in-
volved in a very great expence, and by the law of nations the people of Great-Britain, in their
feparate and colle@ive capacity, are an{fwerable, not only for all expences incurred by this ftate
in confequence of the war, but for any injury or damage fuftained by any of the fubje&s of this
ftate fince the commencement of the war. '

4. This ftate, compelled by the tyranny of the king of Great-Britain, and the open hoftilitics,
committed by his armies and fleet, to wage war in detence of its deareft rights and liberties, was. -
finally.abliged to (eparate from the Britith empire, and to become a fovereign and independent”
ftate, whereby the {ubje@s of Great-Britain became aliens, and by profecution of thé war éne-
mies to this ftate, and as fucn incapable of holding any property within it, and the fame th¢reby”
became vefted in the fiate.. Co ,. - . ‘}

g. In the declaration of independence by congrefs, it was declaréd, that thereafter ;beifqu'%‘q&;
of {3reat-Britain fhould be confidered by the United States, enemics in war, in peace friénds, 7

6. kf is not in the power of this {late to-raife the money required by congrefs to carry qn'the.-
prefent juft and neceflary war, without compelling many of ' its fubjeéts to fell their froperty to -
raife the taxes, and juftice, policy and neceflity, dicate the propriety of firlk felling and applying
the property of our enemies towards defraying the expences of the war. _

Thefe reafons convinced our judgment, they determined our altion, and we douwbt snos:the
impartial world wil] agree with us in fentiment. 3 _ e

We with your honours to examine the reafons affigned, to point out your obje&ions ta sheth, -
and to inform us whether you think that all or none of them will juftify and fupport the meafure

We




