ikl A

64 .~ VOTES ang. PROCEEDINGS, " Jury, ‘1774

1 premifed, that I'did not inténd to have {poke of the fenate at this time, as I had done, if I had
not been urged to it in converfation with fome of the members of the houfe of delegates,, refpet-
_ing a bill then depending for. the relief of the-'monjurors, becaufe 1 propofed to publifh’ what I
" knew, before the next election for fenators. 1 then informed the fenate, that-on ’thﬁuth"inﬁ"znt,
_being afked by a:member of the houfe of delegates my opinion of ¢he bill, I condemned it in
" ftrong terms, and obferved, that.] believed there was a defign in‘fome members of both houfes to
relieve all nonjurors, and that ¢ there were fome tories, and fodit not whigs in both houfes,”
and that 1 would,. if requefted,, give the information and fas on which I grounded this, opinion.
Mr. Nicholfon then informed thesfenate, ‘that:in.company with hith,-in-the prefenveof feveral
gentlemen, on the 15th, 1 had faid there weére traitors in the fenate, To this I anfwered, that
_he was certainly: miltaken ; that 1 did not recolle@ 1-had made ufe of ‘futh an expreffion, that I

- “ could not have fpoken in the plural number, becaufe I knew of fid factwhich could have juftified
_jti; that if 1 bad faid there was a_traitor in the fenate,. I did not reinember it, but I was inclined

'-“"’,“.r-:;,~;_~:,.;;@go_ believe fuch a conclufion had been drawn from {ome tranfadtiond had ‘related of éne bf the

“body. Mr. Nicholfon faid, be could not be pofitive, but he believed I had {aid- there wero trai-
ters in the fenate, T ‘ s

1 then mentioned to the fcr"\‘;te; what I had Been, informed ~bf~Mf:‘.5-‘Bj("a paﬂ'éd—' between ‘him
arid Mr. Willon an Kent. iflanid, which was confirmed in fubffance by Mr. Nichollon. I alfo
by feveral members of congrefs, that Mr. Carroll had declared, that he would not have come as
a delegate but to bring about 2 reéonciliation. - This Mr. Carioll admitted, and faid it was. his

~fentiment, and juftificd by the inftru@ions from this ftate; I alfo menticned, that ‘on the fame

. }ai‘y_.l was informed by feveral members of congrefsy:that either: Mr. Carroll or Mr. Tilghman,

‘of both, had propofed to them in the congrels rpam, *¢:to fend commiflioners to general: Howe t0
_afk for terms.” Mr. Carroll faid,, he:did not remember he cver made fuch propotal ; Mr.Tilgh-
" “nan faid, he never did. Being afked from what member of congrefs I was told this matter,: [
.anfwered, I could not exatly semember, but I believed by Mr.'Samuel Adams, but was pofi-
“tive T was fo informed by feveal members, .. .. g S
' Being afked if I knew of any other, cqndu&, which I dcemed, exceptionable in any other mem-
‘ ber, and requefted to fay all I knew of any of the body, I obférved, that therc was'a conne&tion
“between Mr. Jenings’s family and mine, which I did_not. defire to have broke off, but that I
might not be deemed partial, 1 would inform them, - that Mr. Jepings had taken an.oath of alle-
giance and fidelity to the ftato of Pennfylvania, sfter he had qual:fied as a fenator ; that in my
opihion no mah could hold and yigld-ailegi.nce to; two ftates, and that’l thought Mr. Jenings
not entitled to a feat in the fenate; but I do not remember, ncr do I believe, 1 faid Mr. Jenings
was of a fufpicious charaQer from his connetions,. or that he ought to.be expeled. To have
faid the firft, would have been inconfiftent with my defire, to preferve the haimony between our
families ; to have faid the latter, wou!d have beep contrary to my opinion of the power of the
- fenate over their members, arid-e¥prefled at their ¢able.: I concluded with reading thé letter by
the prefident, and mentioning the converfation I had been informed pafled between him and Dr.,
-Craick, 'whicn'is ftated in fubftance on the journal. o '
~ Being called on by Mr. Nicholfon to‘name the traitor in the fenate, I anfwered, that Idid not
recolle@ ever to have (:id, there was a traitor in the fenate ; that I thought any man, whe had
taken an oath to fupport our indepsndence, ‘and.who-had accepted an office under the new go-
vernment, and who would afterwards_have given up our independence, was in my opinion a
traitor ; that I was informed by Mr, Paca, Mr. Wilfon had told him, (cn Kent ifland, March,

1778) after he had qualified as a fenator, that he would give up our independence, and therefore
I thought Mr. Wilfon a tory and a traitor. y

T Aogutt 2, 1779 | . S. CHASE.
In the SEN A T E, March 17, 1779. : iy
. *.,T'HE fenate being informed yefterday by Mr. Jofeph Nicholfon, one of their members, that
‘Mr. Samuel Chafe had faid in his hearing before feveral gentlemen, that there were traitors in
_the fenate ; and Mr. Tilghman and Mr. Carroll, Barrifter, having acquainted the fenate this
..morning, that a report was induftrioufly fpread about town, as coming from Mr. Chafe, that
. they had been applying to general ‘Howe for protection, and, as it might be apprehended they
. were the traitors meant by Mr. Chafe, requefted that he might be called upon to declare his
. knowledge of there being traitors in the fenate, for that they fhould confider themfelves as un-
- worthy.a feat.in.that body, if any thing like fuch a charge could be made out againft them,

" 'Whereupon it was RESOLVED, That Mr. Chafe be fummoned to teftify concerning the pre-

mifes, and fummons did accordingly ifluc in the following words, and was ferved by the mef-
' fenger of this haufe. -~ -~ '+ L ”
_..W.HEREAS the fenate hath-received inforgation, that Samuel Chafe, Efq; on the 15th
. day of March, 1779, in public company in thie city of Annapolis, 'did affirm and declare, that

there

mentioned, that in December,:17%76, the day before congrefs eft Philadelphia, 1 was informed -
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