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the leaft evidence has been adduced to fix it on me. , y -
*Tis no uncommon thing to torture a man’s fentiments and expreflions to his difadvantage
whenever they become a fubje& of difcuffion, times and circumftances muft be attended to, with-
out which no true opinion can be formed of them, I muft beg, gentlemen, therefore, to advere-
to the time when this converfation happened, and to the particular fituation of our affairs at that
time. My refidence the preceding winter was in the city of Annapolis, and I hiad an opportuni«
ty of being fully informed of many things which did not reach the public ear.  Our army under
general Wafhington was known to be much inferior to that of general Howe, ‘bad; fuffered the
extremities of culd through the courfe of the winter, was illy provided, and ‘'was more than once
on the point of difbanding for want of provifions, they were not more than twenty-two miles
from the enemy, and expe&ed daily to be attacked, and in the words of the gentleman who
brings the.charge againft me, were neither in a condition to fight or run away.. .Add to this,
that the flattering hopes of a French alliance, even in the opinions of the moft fanguine, began:
to vanith. The affembly was called for the purpofe of recruiting the army, and nothing was
thought to be effec@ual but draughting from the militia. This meafure, .from my knowldge of
the people with whom I was acquuinted, and from what I knew. had paffed in the counties of
Accomack and Northampton, in Virginia, I had the greateft reafon to beljeve would fail 3 under
thefe circumftances; I confefs, I was ftrongly imprefled with an opinion, that all further oppofi-
tion was vain and deftru@ive, and if my fears weie more ftrongly excited than thofe .of other
gentlemen, it was my misfortune, not my fault, The expreffion that I would give up indepen~
dence, can never be tortured into an averfion to it, furely nothing further can be inferred, than
that on good terms for America I fhould rather part with independence, than vainly ftruggle on
in the purfuit, till nothing was left us but abfolute {ubmiflion. o .
I have ever exerted myfelf to the utmoft of my power in the fupport of the independence of Amex
rica, and [ appeal to the fupreme magftrate of this ftate, whether on feveral occafions, 1 have not,
with alacrity, undertaken and effé¢tually executed what has been required ‘of me,. in promotion
of the fervice of this and the United States. | : o
T'he fenate taking into confideration the :information .given againft Mr. Wilfon at the laft
fefion by Mr. Chale, and having now examined Mr. Paca, one of their members, between
whom and Mr. Wilfon the converfation happened which was the foundation of that information,
and alfo Mr. Nicholfon, another of their members, who was prefent at the above converfation,
afe unanimauily of opinion,-that there is.nothing difclofed on the examination of the faid Willi-
am Pica and Jofeph Nicholfon, that can be confidered as any proof at all of the charges brought
againft Mr. Wilfon.of toryifm or treafom, . . (& - - Lo T
‘The fenaté adjourns till to-morrow marning -8 oclock. . .
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.'brought againft me as founded on that converfation, and I have now the fatisfattion to find not

H E fenste met.  Prifent the fame memibers as'on Yefterday, The proceedings of yefer-

B

day were read. o T P | e
Mefficurs H.-Goldfborough and Smoot;’ from the houfe of delegates, deliver to'the prefidenta
bill, entitled, An a& to aid and make valid the procecdings.of, Talbot countycourt, thus'én<
dor ed ; ¢ By the houfe of delegates, July 35, 17793 Read the firft time and ordered to lic'on
¢¢ the table. w2 -0 By order,” Ut T J.-DUCKETT, cl. ho. del.
« By the houfe of delegates, July 30, 1779 Read the fecond time by efpecial order and will pafs,
S . ‘“Byrorder,-> . . ] DUCKET,T, dl. ho. del.”
The engroffed bill," No.‘1,>was read and' aflentéd to. - oo o
The engroffed. bill, No. 2, was read and affented to, and, with the paper bill thexeof, . fent
to the hotfeof delegates by William Paca,’ Efci;f‘_" ST R B g
~ Mr. Chafe h_a_ving',aé‘c_li'réa to the fenate yelterday, ‘that-his information"or thafxe Againft. Mr,
Whilfoi wa§ npt properly ftated in their recofd of the ‘17th day of 1aft fefian, “ind’"that if he Wag
permitted by the fenate, he wiiild expldin’the'charge as he then intended to make it.'REsoLvE
therefore, That Mr. Chafe be permitted to.delivet it to the fenate, on Ménday' nioraing av'the
fiting of the houfe, for their cohfidération; ' his 6w Rat¢ i writing of the information he the-
gave, or charge he then made, cithe againdt Mr, Wilfon, or any other gentleman, and th
he be acquainted by 2 member of this houfe with this refolution. . |
On reading the refolve, the queftion was put, That the words ¢¢ for their confideration,’
ftruck out? Determined inthe negative, ' " EECERIE el D
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The honourable Danjel of St.”Thomas Jenifery: Efg; preﬁd,ent,thghonoupbch;ttkewT
man, Jofeph Nichofon, Charles Carroll, Barrifter, William Hindman, Richard Barne
~ Jofeph Sim, Efquires.
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