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next ele@ion of fenators. He faid, th’qﬁvo’rthy member muft have been miftaken, he did not re-
“colled, he had faid there were traitors ‘ih the fenate, he might perhaps have faid there was a

traitor, but that he did not clearly recolle&t he had faid that. He then faid, that he had declared
there were tories in the fenate; and if he was at libeity, he would name the gentlemen and give
his reafons for the aflertion. He was told, that he was at full liberty to difclofe every thing he
knew relative to the condu& of any member of the fenate ; but being firft afked by Mr. Tilgh
man ahd Mr. Carroll, Barrifter; if he had faid, that they or either of them had applied to gene-

ral Howe for prote&ion, declared, that he hiad Hever faid fo, but that he had faid he was informed -

by Mr. Samuel Adams and fome other members of congrefs that he could not at that time recol-
le&, that oiie or both of the above-named gentlemen, in December;.r776, when general Howe
was approaching Philadelphia, had propofed, iri converfation with fome members of congrefs,
that propofitions of reconciliation or accommodation fhould be made to faid general Howe ; the
gentlemen obferved, that they could not recolle& any fuch converfation, but admitting it to be
true, they were fully juftified by the inftructions, with which they were then ¢harged by the;pre-
ceding convention of this ftate, and even if they hiad made fuch a propofition- to congrefs, they
were of opinion their inftructions would have fully juftified them. And Mr. Chafe alleging that
he was told, that Mr, Carroll, Bariifter, in particular, had faid when in Philadelphia, that he
would not have gonc to congrefs without fuch inftru&ions, Mr. Carroll admitced the fame to be
true, and faid he had frequently declared as much- to members of the convention, before he
went, and alfo to [everal gentlemen when at Philadelphia, A . .
Mr. Chafe then being callcd upon to name the traitor in the fenate, faid Mr. Wilfon was the
man, and who, he was'informed by Mr. Paca, had exprefled fentiments averfe to the indepen-
dehce of America, after having taken an oath to maintain and fupport the independence thereof;
and is in his opinion a tory and a traitor; and that Mr. Wilfon intimated thofe fentiments to
MLt. Paca bn his way to the general aflembly, March, 1778, S .

~ Mr. Chafe afterwards faid; he could give the fenate fome information of Mr. Jenings, which;
he thouglit, would juftify the expulfion of him ; that he had taken the oaths of fidelity to two
free and independent ftates ; that in his apinion as a lawyer and conftitutionalift, no man can be

“trie and faithful to two ftates ; that Mri Jenings was of a fuipicious chara&er from his connec-

tions, and had remained neuter in thé prefent difpute until very lately, and in his judgment he
was not entitled to a feat in the legiflature of this ftate, and ought to be immediately expelled,
Mr. Chafe then being repeatedly afked; whether he had any thing further to declare againtk

any other member of the fenate, faid, it might look like partiality if he pafled by the prefident;
and immediately produced a copy of a public letter wrote by the prefideiit, dated 2d F ebruary,
1777, in anf{wer to a letter from fome of the gentlemen, who were ele&ted into the fenate, which
letter is to be feen on the files in the fenate. The letter, he faid (to fay the very. leaft of it) was
verv imprudent and exceptionable, and in his opinion had a tendency to fubvert thie conftitution.
Mr. Chafe likewife mentioned fome converfation he had heard of, between the prefident and 2
certain do&or Craick, which was, that the prefldent had told do&or Craick fome time laft fpring,
that that was the time to bring about a reconciliation, when the commiflioriers were arrived at
New-York. On which the prefident obferved, that he fhould‘be glad that 2 copy of that letter
might be taken by every gentleman prefent, as he was convinced it coidld not have a tendency to
fubvert the prefent government ; that the intimation relative so the converfation between himfelf
and do&tor Craick was groundlefs, as he had not been more than once in do&or Craitk’s ctm=-
pany for eighteen months or two years, and that was in January, 1778: ‘

“Mr. Chafe being then afked, if he had any fuither information to_ give to the fenate, after
fome paufe declared, he had not. He was then told, that he might withdraw. ,

- The fenate adjouins till td-morrow morning g o’clock.

. T HU R 8 D A Y, March 18, '1779-".

' HE fenate met. Prefent the fame members as on yeﬁeréay. The proceedings of y‘cﬂéi‘;
day were read. '

"The petition of James Hayes; junior, to the honourable fenate, was read and. ordered fo lie

on the table.

The fenate taking intb confidefition the information of Mr. Cﬁafe, telative to the condu@ of

feveral of their members, are unanimoufly of opinion, that no part. of his informatjon can juftify
irl the leaft degree his declaration that there were traitors in the fefate ; that the faid declaratioit
beirtg applicable to every member of the fenate, was an High abufe of that whole body and juftl

reprehenfible, but inafmuch as feveral of the members prefent have béen reflected upon, and it

may be thought improper they fhould determine in a cafe in which themfelves are in fome mea-

fure concéried, and two of the members informed againft by Mr. Chafe being abfent, it is théte-
" fore RESOLVED, THhat the further confideration of this bufinefs be referred to the tenthr day of -

thie next feflion of the general affembly. ,
. L | . Meffieur.
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