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States, -and the particular.intereft of this ftate, where the lateer is ‘not incompatible with-the for-
mer. But to add greater weight to yous proceedings-in eongrefs, and to take away all fufpicion

that the opinions you there deliver, and the votes you give;. may be the mere opinions of indivi=

duals, and not refulting from your knowledge of the fenfe and delibarate-"-}udgmem oF :the' fate

you reprefent, we think.it our duty to infltru& you as followeth-on -the fubject of thé econfeder
ration; a fubject, in whichy. unfortunately,” a fuppofod difference of intercfts, Has produced
an almolt equal divifion of fentiments among the feveral ftates compofing the union, ‘Wi fay
a fuppofed difference: of interefts, for if local attachments . and prejudices, and'the avarice and
ambition of -individuals, would give way to the difates of a. found policy, founided ‘on the
principles of ‘juttice, -(and no-other policy but what is foundzd en thofe immutable prirciples de-
ferves to be called found) we flatter ourfelves. this apparent diverfity of interefts would foon va-
nith, and alt the: feates would confederate on terms mutually advantageous to all, for they would
then perceive that' no other confederation than one 'fo formed;, can be lafting, Although the
preflure of immediate calamities, the dread of their ¢ontinuance from the appearance of 'difuﬁidni
and {ome other peculiar circumffances, may have induced fome ftates: to' accede to the ‘prefent
confederation contrary to their own interefts and judgments, it-requires no great fhare of forefight
to-predi€t, that when thefe caufes ceafe to operatey the ftates which: have thus acceded to the
contederation, -will confider it as no longer binding, - and - wil) eagerly embrace: the firft oceafion

of afferting their juft rights, and fecuring their indopendence. /r’Is-it'probable that thofe ftates, who .

arc ambitioufly grafping at territdries, to which in our-jucgment they have not the leaft thadow of
exclufive right, will ufe with greater moderation the.encreate of wealeh and powerderived from thofe
territories, when acquired, than what they have difpla

We think not ; we are tonvinced the fame'('pirit wbich hath prompted them to infit on a claim
fo extravagant, fo repugnant to every principle of juftice, foincompatible with the general wel-

fare of all the ftates, ‘will -urge them on'to add oppreffion to injuftice. 7/ If they fhould not be in-"

cited:by-a fuperiority of wealth and ftrength to opprefs by open. force their lefs- wealthy and-lefs
powerful neighbouirs, yet the depopulatian, ad confequently the impoverifhment of thofe Rates; will
neceflarily follow, which by an:unfair-canftru&ion of the confederation, may be fiript'of 2 common
intereft in, and the common benefits derivable from, 'the weftern ‘country, Suppofe, - for in-
ftance, Virginia indifputably poflefled of the extenfive and fertile country to which the has fet dp
a claim, -what would he the probable confequences to Maryland of - fuch an undifturbed and urn=
difputed pollefion ! ‘They cannot efcape the leaft difeerning. © Virginia,. by felling on the moft
moderate terms a fmall proportion of the lands in queftion, would draw- ifito her trcafhry vaft
fums of money, and in proportion to the fums ariﬁhg-fmm,fuch fales; would be enabled to léflen
her taxes. Lands camparatively cheap, and taxes compdratively low, - with the lands and taxes
of an:adjacent {late, would quickly drain the flate, thuh-difadvamageouﬂy circumftanced, of its
moft ufeful inhabitants ; its wealth and its confequence, ‘in the fealeof the confederated ftates,
would fink of courfe. - A cleim fo injurious to morethan one half, if not to the whole of the
United States, ought to be fupported by: the clen‘rcf:c evidencesof the tight; “yet what cvidences
of that right have been produced, what arguments alleged ‘in fupport either of the evidence or the
right ! None that we have heard of deferving a ferlous vefuitation,  + v o N .

It has been faid, that fome of the delegates of a neighbauring ftate have declared thejr o inion
of the impra&icability of governing the cxtenfive dominions clitimed by that ftate ; hence alfo the

neceflity was-admitted of dividing its territory and ere®inga‘new ftate under the aufpices and dj-
rection of the elder, from whom, no doubt, it would receive its forny-of “gevernment, to whoar
it would be bound by fome alliance, or confederacy, and by whofe -councils it would’ be“influ-
enced. Such a mealurey if ever attempted, would certainly be oppofed by the' ‘other flates; as
inconfiftent with the letter and fpirit-of the propofed qog{zfgdle:ation , Thoylg, it take place, by efta-
blifhing a fub-confederacy, imperium in imperip. The ftate poflefled of this extenfive dominjon
muft then cithes fubmit 1o all the inconveniencles of an overgrown dnd uawjeldy povernment, ‘or
fuffer the duthority of cangrefs to initérpgfe at-a future titme, dnd to Yop-off a part df its territory,
to be eredted into a new and free ftate, ' and admitted Into the copfederdtion on uch copditions as
fhail be fettled by nine ftates. 'If it is rieceflary for the:haj pinefs and' tranqaillity of a'flate thus
overgrown,- that boﬂgr'cfsﬂiouldhc:‘eé_{t’éif"'imer'ferq‘,“f arid divide its te}i‘iféx‘y,’j,v'v'ﬂy 15 the claim to]
that " territory 'poV mhade; and {6 pertinacioufly infifted "gn? Weé' can fuggeft” to ourfelves bue
two motives ; eicher-the’declaration-of relinquithing at'forae futitte pdrigd'a portion of the Caun-
ry now contended for, ‘was made_'to"ldl,l'ﬁlfpiciér't';aj‘ﬂ'éép; atid tol Fovet the deﬁ:%:ﬁ df a'fecret am's;
bition, or if the thought was ferionfly entertained,’ eH;‘!'ﬂﬁ‘d;'i};g{ﬂbitr'_ﬂgl@;;& to reap an i“gﬁ‘gé;‘.
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the cominon enemy by she blood'#nd treafure of the thirtetn fidtes; 'fHould be ‘confidéred 45 “com-
mon property, fubject to be parcEHed out by ‘congrels Tritafres, ‘Copvehidhit nd -Mndeperdeiit go-:
vernments; in {uch manner-and & fuch times as the wifdom ‘¢f that hilembly thall hcrcaftcr«d'i][e&.
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