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. principles of juiticé and

\ atthe:commencement ‘of 'the prefent war, : : : B
1 MBe déctarey. tivat we will-aecede to the: confederation, ‘provided an article or articles be added
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benefit of the whole ; and thas they are moft willing and defirous to enter ‘into 3 confederation

2ol nnton, bug ar the-tuwe tine fuch copfederation fhould - in, theic-opinion be formed. an the

w‘g.e‘\.qu":t.y"‘ T e . T ) . . .
Vhich rélolves, fxemm&?w and inftrutions, were b¥-9ur delegates laid before congrefs,
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and the ob;c&xons thereip made to the confederatian were fubmitted in writing -0 their-confdes
ration, and the feveral points fully dxfcuﬂéq and debated, and the alterations and amendments
propofed by oug,delegates to the confederation, in confequence of the aforefaid inftruQions by us

to them givens ‘were rejeled, and: 0o fatisfactory reafons affigned for the rejéltion thereof.

“We do therefore Declare, That we eftecem it fundamentally wrong,- and repugnant to cvery

prinelple of equity und good policy,:on which.a confederation between free; fovereign, andin
dependent Sates, ‘ought to be foun_c?ed, that this, or any other f{tate, entering into: fuch coufe-
dapition- fhould. be’ butthened. with - lieavy cxpences for :the -fubduing aad ‘guarantying im-
IRenfd tiaQs of cotintry, if they.are not to thare any part:of the monies arifing from the fales of
theil41ds within 'thole tralls, “or be otherwifo bencfited théreby. In conformity to this our opi-
nidn} ¢he fentiments of our ‘conftituents, in juftice to them and ourfelves, and leaft {uch-con-
ftruction- fhould heveafter be put onthe andefined expreflions contained in the third article of the
c'ofﬁfede,gg{on,- and the:ptovifo "to the ninth (according to which ¢ no ftate is to be deprived of
2errsroky-for thd bentfit.of the United ftates”) ‘as may fubjet all to fuch guaranty as aforefaid,
and depiive fome of the faid ftates of their right in common to the lands aforefaid, - o
We decliieg titat we migan not to fubje& ‘durfeives to fuch guaranty, nor will we be refponfi-
Ble for:any: part of fuch expence, unlefsthe third article and provifo aforefaid, be explained o as
0 prevert. thelr being hereaiter conftrued in a manner injurious to this ftate.  Willing however
£0 YThaVe, as fay as-we can, confiftently: with the truft cenferfed upon us, every other objeQion
ioh -our -patt to the confederation, and anxioufly defirous té cement, by the moft indifloluble ties,
thatapion which Has bitheito enabled us to refift the artifices and the power of Great-Britain,
and -conbaiving odrlelves, -as we have herotofore declaredy juftly- entitled to a right in common
with the other members of the union to that extenfive country lying to the weftward of the fron-
tiérpuf she United Srates; the property of. which was not:vefted in, . or granted to, individuals,

theteto; giving full.power to ¢he. United ‘States in congrefs aflfembled, to afcertain and fix the
weftern limits of the ftatcs claiming to extend to the Mififlippi or South-Sea, and exprel(sly re-
feiving and .fecuting to the United States a right in common in and to all the lands lying to the
wekwadtd of the frontders as uforefaid, not granted o, furveyed for, or purchafed- by, individoals,
at the commencement of the prefent war, in fuch manner that the faid lands be fold out, or other-
awife difpofed of; for the:common beneht of ‘atl the ftates, and that the moriey arifing from the
fale of thofe lands, or thequit-rents referved-thereon, may be deemed and taken as part of -the
monics belonging to the Upited States, .and, as,fuch, be appropriated by congrefs towards de-
fraying the expences of tt'}u: war, and the payment_of intereft on monies borrowed ar to be bor-
rowed, o the crédlt of the United States, from France, or any other European power, or for
any other. jaint benefit of the, {Inited States; . © ' '

" We-do farther declase, that the exclufive claim fet up by fome ftates to the whole weftern
‘country} by extending, their limits fo the Mifliffippi or South-Sea, is in our judgment without any
folid. foundatian, snd we religioufly beligve will, if fubmitted ro, prove ruinous to this ftate, and
10 other ftates fimilarly circumftanced, and in procefs of time be the means of fubverting the con-

federatign, if if be-not explained by the additional article or articles propofed, fo as to -obviate all

~ mifconftruétion apd mifinterpretation of thfe parts thereof that are herein before fpecified. -

“We entered inta this juft and neceffary war, to defond our rights againft the attacks of avarice
‘and ambition ;- we have made the moft firenuous efforts during the profecution of it, and we arg
refolved to cantinue them until our independence is firmly eftablifhed : bitherto we have fuccefi-
fully zefifted, and we hope, with the bleffing of Pravidence, for final fuccels. If the enemy, €n-

couraged by the appearance of divifions among us,-and the hope of our not confederating, fhould
.carry on hoftilities longer than they otherwife would have done, let thofe be refponfible for the
jprolangation of the war and all.its ‘confequent  calamities, who, by refafing to comply with re-
quifitions fo juft and reafanable,, have hitherto prevgnted the confederation from taking place, and
are therefore jultly chacgeable with gvery evil which hath flowed and may flow from fuch pro-
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INSTRUCTIONS of the GENERATL A SSEMBLY of MARYLAND, o
- @eorgt Prater, William Pacay Willidm Cannichael, John Heary, James Forbes, and Danicl
| -1 8ti Thomas Jenifer, Efquires.” - . T '
.Gentlemen, . T
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) H AVING éo}iféfieﬂ_; aponryou 1mftof the. high:&f:t’\itﬁ:re‘,’ 4t s evident we place great
confidence in your integrity, dbilitics, and geal to promote: the peneral welfare :of the Iél.mud
cieew - ' . tates,




