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fubje&t. If your honours fhould agree with us in opinion, we fhall hope that his excellency ge- ‘
neral Wathington may be informed, as foon as may be, of the powers intended to be given him

by the refolution of the 11th of April laft, by a joint letter from the prefident of the fenate and

the fpeaker of the houfe of delegates, : _
By order, , J. DUCKETT, cl. ho. del,
By the HOUSE of DELEGATES;, November 21, 1%78.

Whereas the legiflature of this ftate, on the i1th day of April, 1777, pafled a refolve empow-
ering his excellency general Wathington to fettle the rank of all officers in the Maryland forces
in the continental fervice; and as the general, doubtful of the powers to him given by the faid
refolve; hath, by his letter of the 5th of O&obér, 1778, requefted an explanation of the fame,
and this houfe being of opinion, that the powers given to the general by the faid refolution con-
fined hirh to the fettlement of rank and precedence only ; therefore REesoLvED, That it is the
opinion of this houfe, that the general affembly did not mean to confer powers for changing the
appointment of any officer by adding or taking away a gradé, but that the general affembly in
forming the rofter of rank, confidéred the a& of convention of the 22d of Auguft, §776, as a

fuperled=as of the a&s of convention of the 14th of January, 1776, and condu&ed themfelyes ac~ -

cordingly, and the rather, as thac eftablifimeit of rank of the 22d of Auguft was agreeable to
what prevailed in moft, if not all, the other ftates, and that the general a embly intended only
to authorife an alteration in the inftance of precedence amongft thofe of fimilar rank, when it
might be fouhd that miftakes had taken place in that refpe&t.

The petition of Mary Heffelius, widow and executrix of John Heflelius, late of Anne-Arun-
del county, deceafed, and Thomas Jenings, of the city of Annapolis, attorney at law, was read,
referred to the confideration of the houfe of delegates, and fent by Robert Goldfborough, Efq;

Meflicurs Strawbridge and Skerwood frém the houfe 6f delegates, deliver to the prefidept the
following refolution :

By the HOUSE ‘of DELEGATES, November 21, 1778 |
Wheieas it is found by experience to be abfolutely neceflary that the legiflature of this ftite

fhould have it in their power to infpeét the charters, a&@s of aflemblies, and refolves of the con- .

ventions of the neighbouring ftates, in order that they may thereby be enabled more effeCtually
to co-operate with them in the feveral meafures neceffary for their joint fecurity and welfare’s
and whereas no provifion has hitherto been made for that purpofe ; “‘therefore ResorLvep, That
the prefident of the fenate and fpeaker of the houfe of delegates be requefted to procure, at the
expence of this ftate, the feveral charters of the ftates of Pennfylvania, Delaware, and Virginia,
together with the feveral a&s of their refpetive affemblies and conventions, and that the fame,
when procured; be kept for the ufe of the legiflature of this ftate,

. By order, J. DUCKETT, cl. ho. del,
The fenate adjourns till Monday morning 9 o’clock.

M O N D A Y, November 23, 1778,

Y HE fenate met. Prefent the fame members as on Saturday. The proceedings of Satufdéy
were read, , .

Meflieurs Quynn and Brice from thé houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the engrofled
bill No. 5, with the papet bill thereof, which paper bill was thus endorfed ; ¢ By the houfe
¢ of delegateés, November 20, 1778: Read with the amendments and ordered to be engroffed.

| ‘“ By order, J. DUCKETT, cl. ho. del.”

The mcmorial of' Richard Harrifon, agent at Martinique, was redd, referred to the confidera~

tion of ttic hodfe of delegates, and fent by Charles Carroll, Efq; Barrifter. )

‘The governor communicates to the prefident a letter from the prefident of congrefs, enclofing
an act ot congrefs for the provifion of difabled foldiers and feamen, and an a& of congrefs relative
to the treafury of the United States ; which were read, referred to the confideratian of the houfe
of delegates, -and fent by Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, Efg; :

Thomas Stone, Efq} lias leavé of abferice,

Meflieurs Key and %ond from the houfe of delegates, bring in and return to the prefident the
feveral letters and a&s of congrefs ferit to the houfe of delegates on this day by Charles Carroll,
of Carrollton, Efq; whereupon motion was made, and leave given, to draft bills on the faid alls;
and Robert Goldfborough, Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, William Hindman, and Thomas
Jenings, Efquires, were nominated a committee for that purpofe.

_— The fenate adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock,
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