43 VOTES anp IPROC'EE’D‘;ING‘S, MarcH, 1778.
posT ._MERIDIEM

Thn fenate met. : . .
]?r. Thomas and Mr. Maddux, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident a bill,
entitled, An a& to raife the fupplies for the current year, thus endorfed ; ¢ By the houfe of dele-

¢ gates, April 6, 1778: Read the firft time, and ordered to lie on the table,

. ¢¢ By order, G. DUVALL, cl. ho. del.”
< By thte hioufe of delegates, April 14, 1778 : Read the fecond time, and will pafs.
¢¢ By order, G. DUVALL, cl. bo. del.”

_ Which was read the firft time, and ordered to lie on the table. _
The fenate adjourns tili to-morrow morning 9 o’clock.

"W E D NE S D A Y, April 15, 1778

HE fenate miet. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except Brice T. B. Wor-

_ thington, Efq;  The proceedings of yefterday were read. _

. Mr. Deye and Mr. Stevenfon from the houfe of delegates, deliVer to the prefident a bill, en-
titled, An a& for allowing a further time for taking the odth of fidelity and fupport to this
ftate, thus endorfed ; ¢ By the houfe of delegates, April 15, 17783 Read the firft and fecond
¢ time, by an efpecial order, and will not pafs. |

' ¢ By order, G. DUVALL, cl. ho, del.”
~ Thebill, entitled, An a& to revive and continue the adts of affembly therein mentioned, was
read the fecond time, pafled, and fent to the houfe of delegates, by Charles Grahame, Efq;
On reading a fecond time the meflage from the houfe of delegates, by Mr. Maddux and Mr.
Grefham, of Monday laft, the following meflage, in anfwer, was fent to the houfe of delegates,
by William Hindman, Efq;

By the SENAT E, April 15, 1778.
Gentlemen, ‘

WE have reconfidercd the amendment propofed by this houfe to the bill, entitled, An ac for
the fpeedy recovery of public debts, which you have reje&ted, and have weighed the reafons urged
in your meflage by Mr. Maddux and Mr. Grefham, againft the propriety thereofy which are by
ne means fatisfactory to us. The claufe for binding the real property of fuppofed debtors to the
public from the time of iffuing. writs againft them, we conceive, may be produétive of very inju-
rious copfequences to individuals, without affording any effe@ual fecurity againft fraudulent prac-
tices; when a writ is iffued, it will only be neceflary for the public agent to lodge a thort note or
declaration of the claim, and in cafes: where accounts are not liquidated, the courfe will be to
cliim the whole money delivered,, and put the-defendant to make out his application thereof by
proof, and the confequence may be, that the party fued will be fubje& to have his whole real eftate
tied up until judgment, for a claim of ten thoufand pounds, when only one hundred is due,
and immediately on judgment being obtained, execution may be taken out againft the goodss
chattels, lands and tenements of the debtor : The difadvantages attending a fale under thefe cir-
cumftances nced not be pointed out. “Another effe& of the bill will be, that private creditorsy
whao may have advanced money to thofe who afterwards engage with the public will be necefli-
tated to delay any execution againft the lands of their debtors, until a fettlement of their public
accounts, and judgment thereon had ; which we conceive will be very inconvenient, and in
mapy cafes unjuft. Add to thefe, that the claufe, if not amended will.ex pof# faéto change the na-
tyre and effe@ of the, contrat made between the public and thofe to whom money has been de-
livered. We cannot fee that the bill gives an effectual fecurity againft thofe debtors who are ip-
* clined “to: rob the gublic by. fraudulent convoyances, becaufe fuch men will not wait until awrit
is iffued againft them, but will convey their eftates in truft before any writ can be taken out to
bind: their lands. The cafe of loan-office bonds does not appear to be applicable; there the
dehtor knows the effed of the contraét.entered into at the time of making it, the fum duec.may be
exadtly: known, and:lands are not tied up for a nominal fum exceeding what is really due.;.-private
creditors and purchafers, by application to the office, can know the extent of the incumbrance,
and provide for'the difcharge thereof ;. by the a& regulating the loan-office, fteps are direéted to
be taken to difcover if there be any incumbrances on the land prior to a delivery of the money,
and the lien originates with the bond, which precludes every poflibility of fraudulent conveyances.
We wifh you to conlider thefe obje&ions to the bill in its prefent form, and to accede to our
amendment ; but we.are fo very defirous to adopt a fpeedy mode for recovering the public debts,
fhat rather-than-fo-necelfary 2 bill-flrould fail, from a difagreement of the'two ‘houfes upon parti-
‘cular parts of it, that if our reafons ip fupport of the amendment are not fatisfattory, we-will with-
draw it, and agree that the bill fliall-pafsiwith the'claufe-as it mow ftands.

By order, : R. RIDGELY, cl. fen.
The fenate adjourns till three o’clock.
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