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By the. SEN A T E, Aprl 17, 1777,
Gentlemen, ‘ o - e

W E have returned with our negative the bill, entitled, An a& to eftablith a board of com-
miflioners to fuperintend the marine department, and. to import military ftores. We think the.

p -wir too extenfive, and may fubje@ this ftate to a vaft expence, which in its prefent fituation: .

Fa-arird

and that all the requifite powers for direlling and {uperintending the navy and commerce of this
ftate, may with more propricty be lodged for the prefent in the goverpor and council.. - . .-
' : By order, .

it is littie ahle to bear, - The immediate eftablifiment of fuch a board .we think unneceflary,

ifliny ,with the following meflage: '
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By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, Apil 17, 1777 "

- --May it pleafe your honours, ‘

U P O N confideration of your méﬁ'agc of yeﬁcrdayby Charles Carrb'lliof'Ca‘rrol'ltdn,; ’;Eﬁ.].ui'r(c',

we have agreed: to-accept the claufe in the: bill, directing a punifhment for thofe who {hould en- ;.
tice our peopie to return to a dependence on the nation, or to own!.apy.allegiance tg the mo-. .

naich of Great-Britain, and the clzufe affigning a punifhment to the perfons who fhould difluade
or terrify our people .trom fupporting their independency, with the infertion of the words pro-
pofed by your honours. .. We do not fee the-force of your reafoning in juftification of your firft
propofal to ftrike both. thofe claufes entirely out of the bill. You feem to admit the propricty
and ftrength of our obfervations in {upport of thofe claufes, and we doubt not are now fully fa-
ti~tied that the offences prohibited by them are great mifdemeanors, and of a very cvil tengency.
The only reaion affigried for your former rejection of them is, *¢ that they were fo incautioufly
worded - as to take away all freedom of difcourfe,” and ¢¢ might be conftrued, an attempt to de-

prive the people of deliberating on matters which concerned their {afety and welfare.” We can-

nout but aobferve, that if the fubftance of thofe clanfes met with your honours approbaticn, that
it 1s unufuil to reje@ either a law or a claufe for an objeftion only to the térms in which they
are expreflcd, and that the pradlice ever obtains to propofe amendments. Your honours there-
fore will excufe us tor-prefuming at firft that your obje€tion had: been-to the fubftance -of -thefe
claufes, and not to the language .or manner in whichi they were exprefied:  Any fufpicion on
that head muft be now entirely removed.: : L -

I his houfe confent to-ftrike’out of the bill the claufe punifhing attempts to depreciate our cur-
rency, though vour rcafoning does not influence our. judgment to this aflent. L

-We acquicfce in your propofed amendment to the claufe infliCting a fine, on perfons who {hould
diffuade or difcourage others from entering into the fervice ; and alfo.agree to ftrike out of the

bill the reward for'taking up perfons travelling without paffes, and the claufe for the punifhment

of the malicious and defigning circulater ‘of falfe news, and.have only to lament, that an offence,
in your ronours opinion highly criminal, cannot receive. an adequate remedy, even with-your
honours affitance, who are much better acquainted with the laws, opinions and cuftoms, not
only of the civilized nations of Europe, but ot barbarians and favages, without:(as your honours
arc pleafed to obferve;. but in which we do not acquiefce) introducing a greatér mifchief. .

It is with great relu@ance this houfe confent to firike out of the bill the teft-to the difaffelted 5

their incapacity, on- refufal to take it, to hold offices; and the power invefted in the general
court to order their departure from this ftate, if adjudged dangerous to. refide among us. . ...

We apprehiend that we now give you the ftrongeft evidence of our-defire to obtain the bill on

the beft terms your honours will pleafc to grant, nor can we think your honours had any rea-.

fonable grounds to conclude, from any thing in our meflage, a detcrmination in this houfe to re-
ject the bill, unlels you confented to thofe parts in which we differed in opinion. We are not
to learn your honours power over our bills, and flatter ourfelves that it will never be exerted to
prevent any ufeful and necefary regulation, and that your honours will ever afford every cffeltual
fecurity to our new government. -

We ‘are not convinced by your honours argument, that a teft to difcover the political princi-
ples of our internal enemies, is either improper or contrary to the fpirit of the declaration of
rights. We fhull refer the difquifition of this fubje&t to futire confideration, with only remark«
ing, that the bill does not, by the teft propofed, appeal to the confcience to difcover the political.
principles of the owner  in order to lay the foundatior of a profecution, or for the purpufe of"
inflicting pains and penalties,” but folely to preferve the ftate from injury, and to prevent the fe-
cret enemy, by art and cunning, from working our deftruction. There i5 no putiifaiment; no
pain or penalty inflicted by the bill on the covert foe, even when difcovered. If herefufes to
tuke the teft, he is togive fecurity for his appearance at the court of his county, and in the mean
time tp behave well.  If he r¢ful}e,s the teft in court, be is difqualified to hald an office. Itis
pr vied ry rhe bil!y that if the county court fhall think him a dangerpus man to reirde among
us, he s to appear betore the general court, who are invefted with a power, if they {ha’n adjuc?gc

RATH

S T LR, POTTS,cl. fen. .
Meffieurs Hall and Lethrbury from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the bill, .
entiticd, an aét to punith certain’crimes and mif{demeanors, gnd to prevent the growth of tory~ -
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